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consolidate such inconmsient powers, to freedomt of the
people will be in danger untl they are sepamted, This
radical ewil in our Colony demanda wmnediate atention,
gad requires an insiant cure.  All men, by nature fond of
power, are unwilling 10 part with the possession of it.  The
desirs 0 command incresses every day. The exemise
crestsy affection: and wiat was granied a3 & trust, 15 s00n
claimed w3 u nght. The affable, courteous, patnoick eit-
zen out of power, frequently degenerstes into the hnughl:f,
nsckent tyrant, when rested with suprens command. Mo
man, or body of men, ought 1o be intrusted with the united
powers of Government, or mors conwnend than s absolutely
necessury to dischacge the partiicular oifice committed 10 him.

A romteon of power, o rowstion of office, with moderate sals-
rica, are the and inost effectual ineans 0 preserve Lhe
libertiea of the g, Our Convennon was introduced as

a temporary expedent—a clild of necesity—to supply, in
some ieasure, & wanlk of Government, The old and con-
situtional Govemnment could not be trusied,  The present
Convention, invesied by tha people at their election with tha
whols legisialive power, exerciss not only the legulative
but the pmdcral and exccutive suthorty. This jumble of
charzcters must and wiil introduca the most palpable etroe
and contusion iulo our publick effairs. Phe justly celebra-
ted Monrtzsquien chserves, that & complete tyranny is esia-
blished by sucls a combination of powers.  For the want of
s proper Uovernment, e greatest cnmes (o the State may
be corunitted with impumiy. Our paper money may be
forged, intelligence conveyed 10 our enernies, end eraioe
hear anms against us.  The brst ouzriit to be punshed wih
demiit, and the 1wo |ast with the boss of lile and eatate, Tha
danger 1o lhe community feon the commission of these
CRImes ¥ Very apparent. e Conventiot could not declare
the penaliy for the olitnce without pointing out some mode
for the trial of the crimial.  Ax legnlaiors to maka the law,
and as judges to determine the breach, in the case of life,
would seem 100 arbiirary, and deprive the people of the
great buiwark of theie liheny——:riafn by jury, no courts are
extablished ta execute the resclves of the Convention, as ths
lsw of the land : u triel by jury, therefore, could not be given,
and oo Ihe greatest criminals no adequate punishment conld
be inflscted.
‘These, and many other reasons, will suppest themsoives
10 every resder, ad convince himm that the present mode ol
Gorerasment by Conventions ought now 10 cesse,  Policy,
prudence, and our safety, cail for the establishment of 3 pro-
per, etieetmal, and well-regulated Govermment. The writer
of this paper would be for an abolition of Governmenta, if the
canduet af the 1wo |sst was wlholly unexceptionable. [t has
heen well ohserved, “ that in the reiation of conatituent and
TEpreséniakive, one pancipal security of the lbmer » 1he
nght he holds to be fully informed of 1he conduct of the
laiter; und no case can exist in which it would be of more
B to exercise the nght than he t, DOr any
n which the Representative would more willingly ncquiesce
in the exereoe of it.”  The e Convenlion was pleased 1o
declare “that they had no mtention or desire 10 pravent any
person from [reely examining into their cenduct, or 1o exer-
cise i3 jedgment, or 10 communicate his sentaments, 1y 10
the abilives or fitnexs of any man (o @l the office 10 which
he is appointed ; and that it is necessary, for the ypurpoves of
filing the places of highen trat with the best snd most
approved characters in the community, nnd [or the preser-
vaton of publick libeny, thay thers should he such iree in.
vestigations ; the right of examining into lhe publick conduct
ol their ruiers is mhesent in the people.”  The Conrention
bave given their publick 1zstimooy of the propriety of the
exercis ol it, without the caution annexed. would pot
wansoaly snd licenvously treduce, by misrepresentations, the
ecaduct of any publick body or of any individual. The con-
duct of tha December Conrention, in appointing about Gty out
ol their rumber (eighty) ta be Brigadiers and Field Officers
ol the Militia, han given great offence. A monopoly in trade
ar power will nof be tolerated in a free Govemment. [ am
soxTy o meniion the mode of appointing officers of the regular
Merit should be the only rcomniendation 10 office.
To wuck, 10 bargain for each other's votes, without any in-
quiry mio the presentioos of abidities of the person .
std with a0 other condition than i you will voie for my iend,
L will give my voice lor yours, was mean, dishonourabie, and
disgrecedul. The reival 1 vota mdividually, by which the
|
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conduct of each member mixhit be known to bis constituents,
wit very excoptwmable. That eigiioen members should
moke the Jaw lor this Provisce, is impolitick aad wnjust (a)
An equal representation af the peapls iy the bess and great-
est secunty for thew liberty ; wnd the publick cannot con-
cerve the reasona for the Convention’s rejeciing a rotion to
that pu The charter of this Provinee has beon deensed
zacred by our Conventions. 'Tha Charter 10 tha City of dw-
napolis grants the cititems 2 right 10 sond two Delegates o
Assembly, and wn act of our Asssmbly confirms thar right.
Tha Canrention disreganded the petition of (be citigens 1o
eend Deleguies o the Conventon. The instructions given
by the Canvention 1o cheir Deputies in Coagres discovered
a wani of confidrnes in their members or the Con and
had & dangerous (endency w withdmw this Province from
their uniog with the other Coloniss. The draft of the in-
structions, g by the Commitiee, will ba puliialied,
wiih & few stoctares,  'The first Council of Safety consisied
of aixteen gentlemen ; () to prevent an abuse of power, [fom
a coslinuance thereol m the same persons, the Conveniion
resolved, that at ezeh Conventon one-liadf of the members
=sliouid be ineligible 1o the suceeeding Council. At the
December Convention, seven genilemen wers constituted a
Council of Safuty, with power tn any four or more of them to
elect another incase of demh, (¢) At the last Conveniion,
in May, sine gentlemen were elected 1 Council of Safety. (d)
'The Lecember Convention left out of the Couneil of Safety
gentlemen of abilities, aod of known and approved acach-
nient o tha Americm cause. The last Conveation con-
tinued the genilemen appointed in December,  Why did not
tlie rule 10 prevent en mbuse of , [rom a continuvance
thereo! in the same persons, take placa at tha st »s well oy
st the LDecember Convention Were the gentemen wotthy
of more trust or confidence than their predecessors? i is
well known that one of the geademen in the Couneil has
unifornily opposed every measwe wdopted by this Pravines
for tbeir defence; aod that wnother gendemsn exerted )l
his mfuence o rivet the forty per poil, and 10 esablish n
proclumation for officers’ fees a1 the law of the land; this
contluct could be no recommendation 1o sit in cur Councils,
and direet the miluary forcs of this Provice. The tans-
actions of 1he Convention reiative to Governour Eden have
given great disgust in this wnd our sier Colonies.  Gorver
nour Eden (among other ppeces of ill-behmviour) issued his
proclamaton to reguinta and establish the fes of office ; this
conduct was stigmatized by the ununimous voice of the Dee
legates of Maryland, as arbitrary and tyrannical, end the
advisan of the measure were voled encmaes of this ecuntry:
is it not rersarkable that a Convention, composed of many
ol the same Delegares, shonid now, wiboul any change in
thesr Govemour's conduct, express '¥ their rea] wishes I Lis
rcrurn 10 resums the Govermnent of thia Provines i
The hmes are full of danper, jealousy, sud fear. The
ublick, it s hoped, will not be offendsd with the author
giving them inlbrmation, and expressing bis opinion of
the publick conduct of Lheir rakers ;

= For be kur 20 winh shave
His conntry's weifore and his couniry's lovs,

An AnEnican.

TO THE FEDPLE OF MLIRTLAND.

‘There never wis a ima in which it was more necessary
for you o inquire inw the conduct of your Hepreseniatives.
If, on exsminauon sod a sirct scrutiny, you approve, let yoor
honour and confidence be piven 10 your present Lelegates,
Il you fiod good cause 10 suspeet their politicsl principies
or probity, discard, withous hesmavon, such men irom
service with coolempt, disgrace, and infbmy, If you dis-
cover & want of judgment snd loniteds, if their conduct is

{a) «. y. Thre Deliymies sttend froms wime Comsliss: (we frem sach
ol them concur in opinien.  ‘I'bw Provimos wauM be bowasd by wigghitoan
e, theiigh Ueers sionbl ba forir-four diseriavie,

(8) M. Tiiphmen, Jokn Beall Rardeiv, Joberd Golsdeboroug A, Janiss
Hoityulay, Rickeed Liryd, Edwarad Llapd, Thimir Smyeh, H. Hoopor,
Daumic! of 5t Themus Janifer, Thamas Iehnpmm, Jun., Witkem lacs,
Charles Carreil, Burinet, Themas Slone, Suwuri Chace, Nobers _finx-
anaer, pinl Charies Curreilof Carreilion, Esguires.

(e} Danisl of 5i. Thomuss Jewifrr, Chavive Cavrall, Burrivier, fokn
Hall, Banjumms &umopry, Jumes Tilgpmen, Tiowar Smypk, s Theae

Mends, Estpuiovs. i



