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Court records can hold valuable information for the genealogist not found anywhere else. Dive n!

Tyvpes of Legal Actions:

Criminal: The Government (State or Federal) vs. an individual for violation of the law
Civil: A private lawsuit of one person (Plaintiff) against another person (Defendant)
Equity: Cases where a judge or jury 1s asked to decide what 1s “fair” or “equal”

Research the Courts in your State:

First step: must understand the history of how courts were organized in your State. T'ry:

= Familysearch Wiki (wiki.familysearch.org), Google, State’s current court website, State Archives
websites, Local Genealogy websites (usgenweb.com), Ancestry’s Red Book

Find out where the Court Records are:

= Check with familysearch.org to see what has been filmed for your county

=  What does your State Archives have? Don’t hesitate to utilize InterLibrary Loan (ILL)

= Visit the County Courthouse but beware-- many county courthouses have transferred older records
to the State Archives. So 1f you plan to visit, be sure of what they have before you go.

=  Don’t forget to check published court book indexes

Websites

National Center for State Courts: www.ncsconline.org

Rootsweb Books We Own www.rootsweb.com/~ bwo

Legal Terms //dictionary.law.com and www.legal-definitions.com, //blackslawdictionary.com
Missour1 Supreme Court: http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/judiciary/supremecourt

Library of Virginia Chancery Court Index www.virgintamemory.com/collections/chancery
Alabama Loose Records Project http:/lrp.algensoc.org/lrpw/loader.html

Digital Library on Slavery http://library.uncg.edu/slavery

Fredericksburg, VA Court Records www.historiccourtrecords.org/default.asp

Cornell Legal Institute http://www.law.cornell.edu
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