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DETERMINING KINSHIP 

 



UNDERSTANDING THEIR LIVES 
 

 

 

 

 
LEXINGTON MARKET,  

LC-USZ62-15860  
 

• LEXINGTON Market,  

LC-USZ62-15860  
 



HISTORY OF BCA – 

cyclical issues dating from 1797  

 

• Political interest 

• Funding 

• Professional management 

• Intergovernmental tension 
 
 
Faust, Aiden. “‘Archives Trouble’: The Case of the Baltimore City Archives,”  MLS 
Program, University of Maryland, College of Information Studies, 2008; winner of 
Lawrence B. Heilprin Award for best student paper, May 2009.  
 



2010 PARTNERSHIP  2018 



DATA MIGRATION 

WPA-HRS  Output MSA Guide To 

Government Records 



 

 

 

 

STARTING POINT  

NAME INDEX NOW 

ONLINE 

   - 



DUKES FAMILY RESEARCH 

Card for  

James T. Dukes 

Translation to  

Record  group 

Entry for Jas T. Dukes; WPA Historical 

Records Survey Name Index, 

Reference Indices, BRG 76, Series 3; 

Baltimore City Archives. 

 

1862 conversion chart, WPA-HRS Record 

Groups, 1982; Baltimore City Archives 



Sarah Dukes, resident at 

Caroline & Madison, filed 

a claim as the mother of  

James T. Dukes,  

Company C,  

Purnell Legion 

EVIDENCE OF KINSHIP        

Bounty Application of Sarah Dukes,  

1 December 1862 (HRS# 2822); 

Administrative Records, Civil War Records, 

BRG 56, Series 3; Baltimore City Archives.  

 



 

By 1864, Ann Elizabeth 
Dukes filed a claim as the 
wife of James T. Dukes,  

Company C, Purnell 
Legion. 

  

MORE KINSHIP EVIDENCE 

Bounty Application of Ann Elizabeth 

Dukes, 2 August 1864 (HRS# 2001); 

Administrative Records, Civil War 

Records, BRG 56, Series  3;  Baltimore 

City Archives.  

 



THE SIGNATURE OF JOHN G. BUCK  

1883 Petition for 

electric lights on 

Caroline St. 
John G. Buck, among his 

neighbors and business 

associates 



JAMES SEWARD, 1 of 3 Cards 

Entry for James Seward; WPA Historical Records Survey Name Index, 

Reference Indices, BRG 76, Series 3; Baltimore City Archives. 

 



CONSTABLE SEWARD  
 

Ret 

Return of Robert Dutton Justice of the Peace from March 27 to August 1 1845 

(HRS# 1323); Reports & Returns, Miscellaneous Administrative Records, BRG 

41, Series 1; Baltimore City Archives.Series 1; Baltimore City Archives. 

 



SEWARD, in his neighborhood 

Artesian Well Plat, 1855 (HRS# 32); Administrative Files, 

Baltimore City Commissioners, BRG 3, Series 1; Baltimore City 

Archives.sioners, BRG 3, Series 1; Baltimore City Archives. 

 



SEWARD, filing a building permit application 

Building Permit, 1870 (HRS# 1652); Administrative Files, Baltimore City 

Commissioners, BRG 3, Series 1; Baltimore City Archives. 

 



BOSTON STREET IN 1849   

“…The undersigned Citizens of Baltimore respectfully 

state…the mail trains…daily arriving in this City…are 

driven through Boston Street from Canton Avenue to 

the Eastern line…by steam power at the rate of from 

sixteen to eighteen miles an hour…our city is fraught 

with fearful peril to the life and limbs…That said line 

is through out the day the great Eastern thorough fare 

of the City & continually crowded with carts, waggins, 

horses, carriages & pedestrians…” 

Petition regarding speed of locomotives through the Point, 28 February 1849 

(HRS# 659); Administrative Files, City Council, BRG 16, Series 1; Baltimore City 

Archives. 

 



1857 MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE:  

Job Applications 

Baltimore City 

Department of Legislative 

Reference, City Papers, 

Index, 1850-1860, p. 290, 

MSA CE 40-4.  



             THE MODEST APPROACH  13 January 1857 

To His Honor, Mr. Swann, 

Mayor 

“…Presuming that the 

numerous calls , which are 

made upon you in reference 

to appointments are 

troublesome, I have felt it due 

to you not to add to the 

annoyance by calls in my 

behalf.  On this ground, I 

have felt impelled to decline 

the kind interference of 

friends….”  
Letter from Wm. M. Kemp to Mayor Swann, 13 January 1857 

(HRS# 51); Mayor’s Correspondence, Mayor’s Office, BRG 9, 

Series 2; Baltimore City Archives. 

 



THE FEATHER FAMILY 

WPA-HRS INDEX 

  SUSPICIOUS DEATH INDEX 



FAMILY 

PERISHES 

John, Margaret and 

Roseana Feather, just a 

toddler, came to [their] 

“deaths by being unable to 

git out of the house it being 

on fire and consequently 

[were] burned to death.” 

Coroners Reports [John, 

Margaret, Roseanne Feather], 28 

March 1849 (HRS# 448); HRS 

Records, Health Department, 

BRG 19, Series 1; Baltimore City 

Archives. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
PASSENGER ARRIVAL RECORDS; PASSENGER 

LIST INDEX 

1833-1866 BRG55-4 



“DATABASE  ENTRIES” COMPARED: 

NARA M255 (Ancestry.com) & BCA BRG 55-3 



PASSENGER LISTS COMPARED- 

NARA M255 (Ancestry.com)  & BRG55-1 (Original) 



BEYOND THE NAME INDEXES 

 Study the LeFurgy Guide (1984) and subject 

matter index 

 Read published guides and articles  

 Think creatively about location, occupation, and 

associations  

 Read newspapers to identify events  

 Expand the circle of inquiry beyond a single 

individual 



BCA FAMILY HISTORY – Work in Progress 

 Tax Records, challenging but… 

 1798-1808 Name Index online 

 1798-1812 Some records online, BRG4 

 

 

 

 

 BRG 19 “Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Poor” 

records binding out of poor children  

 

 



THE PORTAL IS OPEN – Come on in 
 

http://baltimorecityhistory.net/guide-to-the-baltimore-

city-archives-for-genealogists/ 



CITY DIRECTORIES, Pure gold 
 

 



CITY CEMETERIES, a recent addition 
 

http://baltimorecityhistory.net/baltimore-cemeteries 



WARD MAPS:  Pinning locations 
 

 



WHERE IN THE WORLD IS THE BCA? 

 



GETTING THERE 

Turn right onto 

Mathews Street 



   AMY JAMES                         SAUL GIBUSIWA 



STOWING YOUR STUFF- and other rules 



READING ROOM – & behind the scenes 



 

 

“whilst returning from church 
on the evening of  Sunday, 
the tenth of February last 
past, at the corner of South 
and Baltimore Streets, [I] 
was violently run against and 
knocked down by a Hog ..” 

  
 

Ruth Ann Sanks 

Letter from Ruth Ann Sanks  to the Mayor & City Council, 15 April 1850 

(HRS# 829); Administrative Records, City Council, BRG 16, Series 1; 

Baltimore City Archives. 
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