FINDING FAMILY HISTORY
AT THE
BALTIMORE CITY ARCHIVES

Malissa Ruffner, Jp, MLS, cG
mruffner@gmail.com
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HISTORY OF BCA -
cyclical issues dating from 1797

Political interest

Funding

Professional management
Intergovernmental tension

Faust, Aiden. “Archives Trouble’: The Case of the Baltimore City Archives,” MLS
Program, University of Maryland, College of Information Studies, 2008; winner of
Lawrence B. Heilprin Award for best student paper, May 2009.
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DATA MIGRATION
WPA-HRS Output

MSA Guide To
Government Records

Maryland State Archives
Guide to Government Records
Home ‘ [Mduaion ‘Eferen?e aljj Iiésés;cr 7How To Place An Orderrl Background ‘

& Introduction

s Jump to Series By ID

Series
The Maryland State Archives is the central repository for state government records of permanent valu ; D
broad legal mandate to acquire ani

or both public and private records relating to the history of Maryland Jump to Series
from the earliest times of Lord Baltimore to the present. .
Examples of valid series IDs are

The Guide to Government Records is the finding aid created to assist users in their quest for particular records. C55, SE196, T

It describes records series which have been created by state agencies, whether at the state, county, or

municipal level. Please see the | ) for tips on making your search as resourceful as possible.

v Choose Your Display Type

« Display by Series

All record listings will be grouped and sol

series name (i.e. birth records, muster rolls, land records
etc.)

« Display by Agency

All record listings will be grouped and sorted by the name of the agency that created them (i.e. Hall of
, Caroline County Register of Wills




STARTING POINT




DUKES FAMILY RESEARCH
Translation to

Record group

C d f 1862: 1-2A. City Commissioners (RG3 S1)
ar Or 3-6 Deeds (RG3 S1)
7-116 Mayor (RG9 S2)
James T. DUkeS 117-175 Water Works (RG25 S1)
176-284 Register (RG32 S1)
285-294 Health Department (RG19 S1)
295-1113 City Council (RG16 S1)
1114-1115 General Assembly (RG59 S1)
1116-1485A Bonds (RG41 S2)
1486-1493 Taxes (RG5 S1)

Dukes, Jas. T.

1862 - (2822) Bounty applications i
1864 - (2001) Bounty Applications 1494-1529  Reports & Returns (RG41 S1)

1530-1540  -Missing-
1857 - (544) Coroner's Inquest T,
1541-1543  Bills, Checks (RG41 S3)

1544-2070 Daths of Allegiance (RGO S2)
2070A-2224 Civil War Records (RG56 S2)
2225-8804 Civil War Records (RGS6 S3)

Entry for Jas T. Dukes; WPA Historical 8805-9773  Civil War Records (RG56 S4)
Records Survey Name Index,

Reference Indices, BRG 76, Series 3;

Baltimore City Archives. 1862 conversion chart, WPA-HRS Record
Groups, 1982; Baltimore City Archives




EVIDENCE OF KINSHIP

Sarah Dukes, resident at
R W// oo Caroline & Madison, filed

 flany ([ S b (Slerreel [;zl s Peimend,
fosiotss, ////y "/
Wbrited

Hades, o //,//// sdio //ﬂ/

a claim as the mother of
M__,___Mﬁ;i, - James T. Dukes,

defrender '/,,,, ) // /

LT % ik Company C,

——t—————

,;iﬁ This day, frersonally /y ///' o the alove named 42]4&1{? Q&E%é%gééﬁ{ F:> lJII.I'] (EB |I l-(Ees;J I(:)I']
/ “_ J% /// /Zz e//dmr/

_/// /“’ Z f@% Bounty Application of Sarah Dukes,
ity ke i et v e il el 1 December 1862 (HRS# 2822);

B4 / “"""f/f f@j/ - | Administrative Records, Civil War Records,
il E BRG 56, Series 3; Baltimore City Archives.
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MORE KINSHIP EVIDENCE

By 1864, Ann Elizabeth
Dukes filed a claim as the
wife of James T. Dukes,

Company C, Purnell
Legion.

Bounty Application of Ann Elizabeth
Dukes, 2 August 1864 (HRS# 2001);
Administrative Records, Civil War
Records, BRG 56, Series 3: Baltimore

City Archives.
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THE SIGNATURE OF JOHN G. BUCK

1883 Petition for
electric lights on
Caroline St.

John G. Buck, among his
neighbors and business
associates

Petition from Businessmen on Caroline Street for Electric
Light, April 16, 1883 (HRS# 399); Administrative Records,
Baltimore City Council, Baltimore City, Record Group 16,
Series 1; Baltimore City Archives, Baltimore, Maryland.
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Petition from Businessmen on Caroline Street

for Electric Light, April 16, 1883 (HRS# 399);
Administrative Records, Baltimore City Council,
Baltimo ity, Record Group 16, Series
Baltimore City Archives, Baltimore, Maryla



JAMES SEWARD, 1 of 3 Cards

Seward, James

1838 - (1°
1840 - (9
1840 - (1
1840 - (1
1845 - (13
1849 - (56 )

1849 - (448)
1849 - (659)
- (74)

- (231)
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1851 - (1651)
1869- (1725)
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Trader's Li

Inquests,
Bailiffs.
L1C¢nqea.
: o ce,
Plat pumpo
Coroners Inquest,

wr - . n -
Wil. & Ba - :

~+ 3

regulate

speed,

0 ~ A
 'vVas Luieg ‘-411‘;".

Entry for James Seward; WPA Historical Records Survey Name Index,

Reference Indices, BRG 76, Series 3; Baltimore City Archives.




CONSTABLE SEWARD
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Return of Robert Dutton Justice of the Peace from March 27 to August 1 1845
(HRS# 1323); Reports & Returns, Miscellaneous Administrative Records, BRG
41, Series 1; Baltimore City Archives.



SEWARD, in his neighborhood
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Artesian Well Plat, 1855 (HRS# 32); Administrative Files,
Baltimore City Commissioners, BRG 3, Series 1; Baltimore City

Archives.



SEWARD, filing a building permit application

70 THE CITY COMMISSIONER : W
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Building Permit, 1870 (HRS# 1652); Administrative Files, Baltimore City
Commissioners, BRG 3, Series 1; Baltimore City Archives.




BOSTON STREET IN 1849

“.The undersigned Citizens of Baltimore respectfully
state...the mail trains...daily arriving in this City...are
driven through Boston Street from Canton Avenue to
the Eastern line...by steam power at the rate of from
sixteen to eighteen miles an hour...our city Is fraught
with fearful peril to the life and limbs...That said line
Is through out the day the great Eastern thorough fare
of the City & continually crowded with carts, waggins,
horses, carriages & pedestrians...”

Petition regarding speed of locomotives through the Point, 28 February 1849
(HRS# 659); Administrative Files, City Council, BRG 16, Series 1; Baltimore City
Archives.



1857 MAYOR'’S CORRESPONDENCE
Job Applications

iIfEW. j'

siclian

se,visiting Nurse

‘_‘. .', ’
y Position

Baltimore City
Department of Legislative
Reference, City Papers,
Index, 1850-1860, p. 290, .
MSA CE 40-4. ). Megary, Washingten

Chimney Sweeps
Cadwalader, E.Je
v’éary. I.Nash R
!ssioners opening str
1gon, Thos.W. ;
'auhano, N.T.
Hall, Nathaniel
Taylor, Davis
Constable
jull, Shadrach




13 January 1857 THE MODEST APPROACH

To His Honor, Mr. Swann,
Mayor

“...Presuming that the
numerous calls , which are
made upon you in reference
to appointments are
troublesome, | have felt it due
to you not to add to the
annoyance by calls in my . e
behalf. On this ground, | oA o tiny i
have felt impelled to decline PO 1
the kind interference of

friends....”

13 A

Letter from Wm. M. Kemp to Mayor Swann, 13 January 1857 B
(HRS# 51); Mayor’s Correspondence, Mayor’s Office, BRG 9,
Series 2; Baltimore City Archives.



THE FEATHER FAMILY
WPA-HRS INDEX

Feathers, R.

1849 - ~ SUSPICIOUS DEATH INDEX

Feather, John (about 39 yrs,): March 28, 1849
% feather, Margaret (s bout &3 I
~ Teather, foseans (18 mos,)! Mar

8,
)1 Harch 28, 1849
ch 18, 18

0




FAMILY
BALTIMTORE COUNTY, to wit
An INQUISITION 1 .
PERISHES N
\ { our Lord eighteen hundred and
the Coroners of the 8§
e 1] ut N .g‘l.l 1 . ’4 L ,l ’

~.-,v,;v v

John, Margaret and
Roseana Feather, just a
toddler, came to [their]
“deaths by being unable to
git out of the house it being P
on fire and consequently
[were] burned to death.”

Coroners Reports [John,
Margaret, Roseanne Feather], 28
March 1849 (HRS# 448); HRS
Records, Health Department,
BRG 19, Series 1; Baltimore City
Archives.




PASSENGER ARRIVAL RECORDS; PASSENGER
LIST INDEX
1833-1866 BR(G55-4

ded Information For This

Film Reel Description MSA Citation

(Scanned) A3-Ap ) BCA BRG55-4-1
(Scanned) Ar-Bark BCA BRG55-4-2
(Scanned) Barl-Becker, Gottfr. Link BCA BRG55-4-3
(Scanned) Becker, H.-Bers BCA BRG55-4-4
{Scanned) Bert-Bl BCA BRG55-4-5

(Scanned) Bo-Bov BCA BRG55-4-6

(Scanned) Bow-Bri Link BCA BRG55-4-7
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“DATABASE ENTRIES” COMPARED:
NARA M255 (Ancestry.com) & BCA BRG 55-3

Given name

SOHN TREDK

Accompanied by CATH . ELIZAB-49 (HiSWIFE) SOHN FREDK 15 —
WILLIARM — 14 - CATHARINR ~9— AVELHEID-©- HENRY -3~

Occupation
CARPENTER | GERMAIN

xC JAVTERTOR. &
Port of entry ' Name of vessel B R\ - Dae NO V= @Q - x
BALTIMORE, MD. (ARNDELEUNDE 1836

FRom BREMEN




PASSENGER LISTS COMPARED-
Ancestry.com) & BRG55-1 (Original

NARA M255
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BEYOND THE NAME INDEXES

= Study the LeFurgy Guide (1984) and subject
matter index

= Read published guides and articles

= Think creatively about location, occupation, and
associations

= Read newspapers to identify events

= Expand the circle of inquiry beyond a single
individual




BCA FAMILY HISTORY - Work in Progress

= Tax Records, challenging but...
= 1798-1808 Name Index online
= 1798-1812 Some records online, BRG4

CA 85-1 (Scanned) Tax Book. Upper Click Here for Additional BCA BRG4-
District, A-Z Links 1-14

CA 85-2 (Scanned), Tax E:-:l-:ll-:;. L-:n-'-.-'-:ar Click Here for Additional BCA BRG4-
1-15

Click Here for Additional BCA BRG4-
Links 1-165

\CA 86-1 (Scanned) District, A-Z Links
ICA 86-2 (Scanned) Tax Book. I-C

= BRG 19 *Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Poor”
records binding-out-of-poor-chitdren




THE PORTAL IS OPEN - Come on in

http://baltimorecityhistory.net/guide-to-the-baltimore-
city-archives-for-genealogists/

Baltimore
CITY ARCHIVES

HOME About the Archives Planning Your Visit Support the Archives Records Transfers Contact Us

Guide to the BCA for Genealogists DONATE TO THE BCA

The Friends of the Maryland State

‘Donate i
Dona Archives is a volunteer, non-profit

)
Resources at the Baltimore City Archives: Now:

501(c)3 organization dedicated to
Records Relating to a Person: furthering the knowledge and

e e e . . . — ) derstanding of Maryland’s rich history.
The best way to find an individual that is mentioned in the historical records of the Baltimore S e e B

City Archives is by utilizing the WPA Historical Records Survey Name Index. In the 1930’s,
the Works Progress Administration, in the process of their Historical Records Survey Project, SEARCH THIS SITE
indexed every name mentioned in the records of the Baltimore City Archives. The cards produced

from that index are available online in alphabetically segments. For guidance on how to use the




CITY DIRECTORIES, Pure gold

Baltimore City Directories

What follows is a comprehensive list of Baltimore City Directories, including Business Directories,
Stranger’s Guides, Social Registers, Colored Business, Car and Bus, City and Suburbs, and Suburban.
Several institutions have microfiche entitled City Directories of the United States for 1752-1860 as well
as City Directories of the United States on microfilm for 1861-1930. As the exact edition of the directory
isn’t stated for those, a list of institutions that hold those in their collections will be listed down on the
bottom of this list, as well as several websites that contain these directories for a fee.

If you have information about any directory not listed below, please contact us!

1700s
1752
Microfilm copy located at the Maryland State Archives
Microfiche copy available at Hornbake Library North at the University of Maryland

1796

Microfilm copy located at the Maryland State Archives

Microfilm copy located at the Enoch Pratt Free Library

Microfiche copy available at Hornbake Library North at the University of Maryland

1799

Electronic copy located on Archive.org

Microfilm copy located at the Maryland State Archives
Microfilm copy located at the Enoch Pratt Free Library

Miecrafiche eanv availahle at Harnhake Tihrary Narth at the




CITY CEMETERIES, a recent addition

http://baltimorecityhistory.net/baltimore-cemeteries

Baltimore Cemeteries

Where to Start

There are several websites devoted to the documentation of cemeteries, interments, and
tombstones. They include Find A Grave, Billion Graves, and Interment.net. Please be
aware that these are volunteer efforts and sometimes photographs are associated to the
wrong cemeteries (for example, a cemetery with a similar name). Where possible, you should
contact the cemetery directly to confirm the accuracy of the information.

The blog Monumental City provides alist of Baltimore area cemeteries as well as

information about specific cemeteries.

The following searchable volumes are available on Ancestry.com. Please note thata

equired to access these materials.
Baltimore, Maryland, Loudon Park National Cemetery, 1862-2010
Baltimore, Maryland, Deaths and Burials Index, 1877-1992
Marriages and Deaths from Baltimore Newspapers, 1796-1816
Index to Marriages and Deaths in the Baltimore Sun 1837-1850
Index to Marriages and Deaths in the Baltimore Sun 1851-1860
ARecord of Interments at the Friends Burial Ground, Baltimore, Maryland
(Quaker)
The following searchable databases are available on FamilySearch.org.

Maryland, Deaths and Burials, 1877-1992




WARD MAPS: Pinning locations

Milford M Arfington
Get directions My places Milford r" il gton
' Ll ochearn

) < - Gwynn Oak
2 3 : ond R
Explore making custom maps in an interac

Baltimore City Wards 1817

Addition of 3 Wards to Form a Total of 11
Ordinances, 1817, No. 40

; Cedonia
;f Caurd g¢ Ashburto
225 Woodlawn ¢

wyag owned G

f®

1st Ward
2nd Ward

Catonsville Whterfropt Park
3rd Ward g
e Westport pre
4th Ward k‘
5th Ward

o
Hénry W
Arbutus
6th Ward

Cherry Hill

7th Ward

Lansdowne
Halethorpe
8th Ward

Brookiyn

O3l \A\aed

Brookiyn
Park




WHERE IN THE WORLD IS THE BCA?

Baltimore City College (=




GETTING THERE

Turn right onto

Mathews Street
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and other rules
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READING ROOM - & behind the scenes




Ruth Ann Sanks

“whilst returning from church
on the evening of Sunday,
the tenth of February last
past, at the corner of South
and Baltimore Streets, [l]
was violently run against and
knocked down by a Hog ..’

- < " '/ ~ ‘/:'
Coldddimeet s 7/2’/1 (A Jied

Letter from Ruth Ann Sanks to the Mayor & City Council, 15 April 1850
(HRS# 829); Administrative Records, City Council, BRG 16, Series 1;
Baltimore City Archives.
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