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The record series Slave Statistics consist of lists of slaves owned as of November 1, 1864. It was 

on that date that the Maryland Constitution of 1864, which abolished slavery in Maryland, took 

effect. In the hope that the federal government would compensate former slaveholders, the 

Maryland General Assembly in 1867 authorized the compilation of records to establish slave 

ownership and the value of slave property. The governor appointed a commissioner of slave 

statistics for each county with a term in office of two years. Former slave owners furnished the 

commissioner with descriptive information on each slave for whom they claimed ownership. The 

commissioner then recorded the lists and filed the records with the clerk of the circuit court of 

his county. (Ch. 189, Acts of 1867; Ch. 385, Acts of 1868).  

 

Today, these records are an excellent historical resource. Entries give date of registration, name 

of the owner, and, if applicable, name of person acting for the owner. For each enslaved person, 

the records show his or her name, sex, age, physical condition, term of servitude, date of 

emancipation, and, if applicable, information on and compensation for military service.  

 

Below are some of the slave statistics records available at the Maryland State Archives 

 

Anne Arundel County MSA C142 

Carroll County (includes images) MSA C3034 

Dorchester County MSA C738 

MSA CM459 

Frederick County (includes images) MSA CE14 

Howard County (includes images) MSA C957 

Kent County  MSA C1096 

MSA CM1346 

Montgomery County (includes images) MSA C1140 

MSA CM750 

Prince George's County (includes images) MSA CE157  

MSA CE404 

St. Mary's County (includes images and 

trascription) 

MSA C1698 
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