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G-o.VE’*liﬁo R OF MARYLAND,
E AR OCIFAMATION. \

HEREAS definitive articles of peace
and friendfhip between the United
States of America and his Britannic
» Majefty, were concluded and figned at
Paris on the third day of September 1783, by the ple-
nipotentiaries of the faid United States and of his faid
Britamnic Majefty, duly and refpeQively authorifed
for that purpole ; which definitive articles are in the
words following ;

4 In the name of the moft holy and tndivided Trinity.

¢ I'T having pleafed the Divine Providence to difpofe the
hearts of the moft ferene and moft potent Prince George the
third, by the grace of God king of Great Britain, France dnd
Irelanc, defender ot the faith, duke of Brun{wick and Lunen--
burgh, arch-treafurer and prince eletor of the holy Roman
empire, &c. and of the United States of America, to forget
all paft mifunderftandings and differences that have unhappily
interrupted the. good correfpondence and friendfhip which
they mutually with to reftore; and to eftablith {uch a benefi-
cial and (atis?a&or intercourfe between the two countries up-
on the ground ofy reciprocal advantages and mutual conve-
nience, as may promote and fecure to both perpetual peace
~and harmony, and having for this defirable end already laid
the foundation of peace and reconciliation, by the provifional

- articles, figned at Paris on tlie 3oth of November 1782, by the
- commiffioners empowered on each part, which articles were

agreed to be inferted in and to conftitute the treaty of peace
propofed to be concluded between the crowit of Great.Britain
and the faid United States, but which treaty was not to be
concluded until terms of peace fhould be agreed upon between
Great-Britain and France, and his Britannic Majefty fhould
be ready.to conclude fuch treaty accordingly ; and the treaty
between Great-Britain and Fiance having fince been con-
cluded, his Britannic Majefty and’the United States ot Ame-
rica, in order to carry into full effect the provifional articles
above mentioned, according to the tefior thereot,” have condti-
tuted and appointed, that is te fay, bis Britannic Maj-fty on
Giis part, David Haitley, Efq] member of .the parliameat of
Great-Britain; and the United States on their part, John A-
dams, Efq; late a commiflioner of the United states of Ame-
rica at the court of Verfailles, late del-gate in Congtels from
the ftate of Maflachufetts, and chief juitice of the faid ftate,
and minifter plenipotentiary of the faid United States to their
High Mightinefles the States General of the United Nether.
lands; Benjamin Franklin, Efq; late delegate in Congrefs
from the ftate of Pennfyivania, prefident of the con:entivn of

the faid ftate, and minifter plenipotentiary from the United.

States of America at the court of Verfailles; Jobn Jay, Elq;
late ‘prefident of Congrefs, and chief juftice of the ftate of
New-York, and minifter plenipotentiary from the faid United
States at the court of Madrid ; to be the plenipotentiaries for
the concluding and figning the prefent definitive treaty ; who
after having reciprocally communicated their refpeétive full
powers, have agreed upon and confirmed the following ar-
ticles ¢ e

¢ Article 1ft. His Britannic Majefty acknowledges the faid
United States, +iz, New-Hampfhire, Maflachufetts-Bay,
Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, Conneéticut, New-
York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir«
inia, North-Carolina, Soutli-Carolina, and Georgia, to be
ree, fovereign and independent ftates: that he treats with
‘them as fuch; and for himfelf, his heirs and fucceffors, re~
linquifhes all claims to the government, propriety and terri~
torial rights of the fame, and every part thereof.

¢ Article 2d. And that all difputes which might arife in
future on the fubjet of the boundaries of the faid United .

States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared,
that the following are and fhall be their boundaiies, viz.
From the north weft angle of Nova-Scotia, viz, that angle
which is formed by a line drawn due north from the {ource
of Saint Croix river to the Highlands; along the faid High-
lands which divide thofe rivers that empty themfelves into the
river Saint Lawrence from thofe which fall into the Atlantic
ocean, to the north wefternmoft head of Conmneéticut river,
thence down along the middie of that river to the forty-fifth
degree of north latitude; from thence by a line due weft on
faid latitude, until it ftrikes the river Iroquois or Cataraquy ;
thence along the middle of faid river into Lake Ontario,
‘through the middle of faid lake until it ftrikes the communi.
cation by water between that lake and Lake Erie; thence
along the middle of faid communication into Lake Erie,
through the middle of faid Jake until it arrives at the water
communication between that lake and Lake Huron; thence
‘along the middle of faid water communication into the Lake
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Huron ; thence through the middle of faid lake to the water
communication between that lake and Lake Superior ; thence
through Lake Superior northward of the ifles Royal and
Philipeaux, to the Long Lake; thence through the middle of
faid Long Lake, and the water communication between it
and the Lake of the Woods to the faid Lake of the Woods ;
thence through the faid lake to the moft north weftern point
thereof, and from thence on a due weit courfe to the river
Miffiffippi ; thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of
the faid river Miffiflippi, until it fhall interfect the northern-
moft part of the thirty-firlt degree of north latitude. South
by a line to be drawn due eaft from the determination of the
line laft mentioned, in the latitude of thirty-one degrees north
of the Equator;’to the middle of the river Apalachicola or
Catahouche ; thence along the middle thereof to its junétion
with the Flint river ; thence ftrait to the head of Saint Mary’s
river, and thence down along the middlé of Saint Mary’s
river to the Atlantic ocean. Eaft by a line to be drawn along
the river Saint Croix, from its mouth in the bay of Fundy
to its fource, and from its fource diretly north to the afore-
faid Highlands which divide the rivers that fall into the At-
lantic ocean from thofe which fall into the river Saint Law.
rence : comprehending all iflands within twenty leagucs of
any part of the fhores of the United States, and lying be-
tween lines to be drawn due eaft from the poiuts where the
aforefaid boundaries between Nova-Scotia on the ope part,
and Eaft-Florida on the other, fhall refj ectively touch the bay
of Fundy, and the Atlantic ocean j; excepting (uch iflands as
now are or heretofore have been within the limits of the faid
province of Nova-Scotia. :

¢ Article 3d. It is agreed that the people of the United
States fhall continue to enjoy unmolefted the right to take fith
of every kind on the Grand Bank, and on all other banks of
Newfoundland ; -alfo in the gulph of Saint Lawrence, and at
all other places in the fea, where the inhabitants of both
countsies ufedsat any time heretofore to fith; and alfo that
the inhabitants of the United :tates fhall have liberty to take
fith of every kind on fuch part of the coaft of Newfoundiand
as Britith fithermen thall afe, (but not to dry or cure the fame
in that iflanc ) and alfo onthe coalts, baysand creeks of all other
of his Britannic Majefty’s dominions in America j-and that the

American fithermen fhall have liberty to dry and cure fith in -

any of the uniettied bays, harbours and creeks of Nova Scotia,
Magdalen Iflands, and Labrador, fo long as the fame fhall
remain uniettled, but fo foon as the fame or either of them
fhall be fettled, it fhall not be lawfui for the faid fithermes i
dry or cure fifh at fuch fettlemetit, without a previous agree-
ment for that purpole with the inhabitants, proprietors or
pofleflors of the ground. Iy

“ Article 4th. It is agreed that creditors on either fide fhall
meet with fio lawtul impediment to the recovery of the full
valuein fterling money, of all bona fide debts heretotore con-
tradted. ) :

‘¢ Article gth, It is agreed that the Congrefs fhall earneftly
recommend it to the legiflatures of the reipeétive ftates, to
provide for the reftitution of all eftates, rights and propertics,
which have been confifcated, belonging to redl Britifh (ub-
jeéts, and alfo of the eftates, rights and properties of perfons
refident in diftri¢ts in the poffeflion of his maj-fty’s arms,; and
who have not borne arms againit the faid United States. And
that perfons of any other defcription fhall hive free liberty to
g0 to any part or parts of any of the Thirteen United states,
and therein to remain twelve months unmolefted in their en-
deavours to obtain the reftitution of fuch of their eftates,
rights and properties, as may have been confifcated ; and that
Congrefs fiall alfo earneftly recommend to the feveral ftates
a reconfideration and revifion of all aéts or laws regarding the
premifes, fo as to render the faid laws or ats perfeétly con-
filtent, not only with juftice and equity, but with that fpirit
of conciliation, which’on the return of the bleflings of peace
thould aniverfally prevail. And that Congrefs fhall alfo
earneftly recommend to the feveral ftates, that the eftates,
rights and properties of fuch lalt mentioned perfons fhall be
reftored to them j they refunding to anyfperfons who may be
now in pofleffion the bond fide price (where any has been
given) which fuch perfons may have paid on purchafing any
of the faid lands, rights or properties fince the confifcation,
And it is agreed that all perfons who have any interefts in
confifcated lands, either by debts, marriage fettlements, or
otherwife, fhall meet with no lawful impediment in the pro-
fecution of their juft rights.

¢ Article 6th, That there fhall be no future confifcations

*mmade, nor any profecutions commenced againft any perfon

or perfons for or by realon of the part which he or they may
have taken in the prefeat war; and that no perfon thall on
that account, fuffer any future lofs or damage, either in his
perfon, liberty or property, and that thofe who may be in
confinement on fuch charges, at the time of the ratification of
the treaty in America, fhall be immediately fet at liberty, and
the profecutions fo commenced be difcontinued.
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% Article sth. There fhall be a firm and perpetual peace
between his Britannic Majefty and the faid-ftates, and between
the fubjeéts of the one, and the citizens of the other, where-
fore all hoftilities both by fea and land fhall from henceforth
ceafe : all prifoners on both fides fhall be fet at liberty, and
his Britannic Majefty fhall with all convenient fpeed, and
without caufing any deftruétion, or carrying away any ne-
groes or other property of the American inhabitants, with-
draw all his armies, garrifons ahd fleets from tlie faid United
States, and from every poft, place and harbour within the
fame; leaving in all fortifications the Ametican artillery that
may be therein, and fhall alfo order and caufe all archives,
records, deeds and papers, belonging to any of the faid ftates,
or their citizens, which in the courfe, of the war may have
fallen into the hands of his officers, to be forthwith reftored
:nld delivered to the proper ftates and perfons to whom they

elong, y :
¢ Article 8th, The navigation of the river Miffiffippi, from
its fource to the ocean, fhall for ever remain free and open to
ghe {ubjeéts of Great Britain and the citizens of the United
tates,

‘¢ Article gth, In cafe it fhould fo happen that any place
or territory belonging to Great-Britain or to the United States,
thould have been conquered by the arms of either from the
other, before the arrival of the faid provifional articles in A=
merica, it is agreed, that the fame fhall be reftored without
difficulty, and without réquiring any compenfation,

¢ Article 10. The folemn ratifications of the prefent treaty,
expedited in good and due form, fhall be ex:hanged between
the contracting parties in the fpace of fix months, or fooner
if poffible, to be computed from the day of the fignature of
the prefent treaty, In witnefs whereof, we the underfigned,
their minifters plenipotentiary, have in their name, and in
virtue of our full powers, figned with our hands the prefent
definitive treaty, and caufed the feals of our arms to be af-
fixed thereto, : ’

(L.S.) D. HARTLEY,

(L.S.) JOHN ADAMS,
(L.S.) B.FRANKLIN,
(L. S.) JOHN JAY.

AND WHEREAS the United States in Cona
grefs aflembled did, on the r4th day of January 1784,
approve, ratify and confirm, the definitive “articles
aforefaid, in the words following :

And We the United States in Congrefs affembled, having
feen and duly confidered the definitive articles aforefaid, did,
by a certain aét under the feal of the United States, bearing -
date this 14th day of January, 1784, approve, ratify and con~
firm the fame, and every part and claufe thereof, engaging
and promifing, that we would fincerely and faithfully perform
and obferve the fame, and never fuffer them to be violated by
any one, or tranfgrefled in any manner, as far as fhould be in
our power § and being fincetely difpofed to carry the faid ar~
ticles into execution truly, hone&ly and with good faith, ac-
cording to the intent and meaning thereof, we have thought
proper by theie prefents to notify the premifes to ail the good
citizens of thefe United States, hs;eby requiring and enjoining
all bodies of magiftracy, legiflative, executive and judiciary,
all perfons bearing office civil or military, of whatever rani,
degree or powers, and all others the good citizens of thefe
States, of every vocation and condition, that reverencing thofe
ftipulations entered into on their behaif, under the authority
of that federal bond, by which their exiftence as an indepen«
dent people is bound up together, and is known and acknow-
ledged by the nations of tie world, and with that good faith
which is every man’s (ureft guide, within their feveral offices,
jurifdictions and vocations, they carry into effect the faid defi-
nitive articles, and every claufe and fentence thereof, fincere~
ly, ftrictly and completely.

WE DO therefore, in obedience to the authority
and injuné&ion of Congreis, hereby notify the pre-
mifes to all the good citizens of this- ftate, requirip
and enjoining them to obferve, and carry into effeét,
the faid definitive articles, fincerely, ftrittly and com-
pletely. :

GIVEN under the Great Seal of the State of
Maryland, this twenticth day of January, in the
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and
eighty-four, and of the fovereignty and inde-
pendence of the United States of America the

eighth, :
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