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TO THE PEOPLE OF MARYLAND.

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER,
Axxarorre, Jax'y 3, 1B61.

The exciting character of the evenis now transpiriog in
our country, nafurally agitates and fills with care the minds
of the citizens of this State. There patorally exists among
tho people an anxions desire to learn what oourse will be pur-
sued by those whom they have placed in positions of trust,
and I know that my own eonrss is watched by them with deop
interest. They have o right to be informed on the sulject,
and although I have in several pablished letters indicated

_my views, I yield now to the requests of many of my fellow-

cilizens, and addross i k staternent, calmly and

fully, in my plai ing the aclual condi-

: of {he guesiiotins 1 : £ my own
conviclions of what is required of me in this crisis,

Fromthe loeation of the National Capital within our 1imits,
and oyr peculiar geographical position, Maryland would jn-
evilably become the ehosen battle groned of the sections in the
avent of civil war. Her long line of exposed frontier would
be open to attack from overyquarter, and her peacelnl waters
would soon become the theatre of this horrid contest, It

needs no argument to convinge a reflecting mind (hat such a
war would bring upon us mere than the usual secompani-
ments of war—loss of life, destructicn of all domestic peace,
sgive tnxation—ruinous depreciation of property, and

ost universal bankrupley. As & border alavoholding
Biate she would cspecially suffer ju {he ulter destruction of a
cherighed domestic institulion with which all onr sympathies
arc firmly united. A brave people, forced juto & necessary
_ war, would partially cslimate even these great evile, and Ma-
r¥land never has been, and never will be, found backward in

. such & coutest. But no man, who haes & real stake in thio

community, would consent tg embark in snch a fatare il it
Lealld be avoided witl honor,

1 firmly believe that the division of this Government would
inevitably produce civil war, ~ The secession lenders in South
Carolins, and fanatical demagegues of the North, have alike
proclaimed that such wotld be the result, and no man of
scose, in my opinion, can question it.

Is it not then the beunden duty of all of ne, and espocially
of thoss placed ir suthority, to endeavor to provent the oo
eurrente of such a mtuuhfphr, by oppBing any thing cven

4 tending to produce it?

I fervently hope, and firmly believe, that the Union may
Yo preserved.  Our forefithers would not have admitted that
the Government was ubterly dissolved if the Hartford Con-

vention had resclved the England Btales out of the
Unfoa—mnor cio we agree ilar resalres, Ly the

Cenventions of one, or teo, or half n dozsn, of the Col ton
States, should be comsiderod as working its dissolution at
this time, It is yet, thank God, in full existence, recognized
by eviry Government on the globe, and prepared and willing
to redress, with the whole power of the Nation, any fndig-
nity or injury, inflicted by the proudest Power on earth upon
the humblest eitizen of South Carclina, or any other State.

How shall we preserve this Union, founded by the labors
and prayers of our ancestors and cementsd with their pre-
cious Llood ? o

Each one of us has his part to perform in this labor of
love, and each of you han responsibilitics connected with it,
na I, mysell, have, Upon each private citizen devolves that
duty, 8o earnesily pointed ont by the Father of Lis country,
of cherishing, by every wond and desd, an unchangeabils de-
votion to it, and frowning Indigrantly upon every attempst to
destroy it. Upon thoso in official position is imposcd the
responsible task of so exercising the power committed to
them, that those who wonld drive us headlong into war and
misery, shall derive no sssisiance in their mistakss and
criginal course from those who ought te oppose them,

I8 unnecessary for me to make extravagnnt professions

* of devotion to the South. Such protestations may bo neces-

ctssary from imported Northern politicians, who, by indirect
abuse of their own Northern brethern, and truckling flat-
tery of the Southern people, have worked themselves, and
are hoping still further to work themselves, into power at the
BSouth, 1am & Marylander Ly birth, and descent, aud by a
restdonce of more than sixty years. Every dollar of prop-
erty I own is invested in this State. 1am a slavcholder, not
by accident, but by purchase, out of the hard earnings of o
long life of toil. 1 have not a conviction or prejudice which

Jived amd |

ia not in favor of "
T ihould be sarry to be in a Btate where slavery
does not exist, and I never wil¥ do so if I canavoid it. What-

ever would impair the rights of slaveholders in Maryland,
would equally injure me, and the instinct of self-intorest, if
no higher motive, would impel me to stand by the South
while life shall last.

With these feelings and under a conscientions senso of my
obligations, before God' and man, I have calmly considered
my duty in this emergency. Two courses were before me.
The one was to suffer myself to be horriedly borne along into
the turmoil of the political movements of the day, without

disunion, to allow Maryland to slide into the ranks of the se-

ceding States. This course would have been by far the
easicr, the most certain to find fa ith the floating mass
of moisy politicians, who can only b with comfort in an

atmosphere heavy with dissord and excitement. It would
have seoured methe ephemeral outwand popularity of the day,

and might hisve spared my humble name many an execration
and slandor, which the advocates of this poliey have heaped
upon it. Dut I most solemnly believe that it wonld have
bronght ruia spon my conntry; and I would rather dien
thonsand deaths than be instrumental in accomplishing such
a result.  Dtberefore adopted the other conrse—to await with
calmness the progress of events—io remember my jaint

gations {o W ion of the United States

land; both of which T have repeatedly sworn to support; at

I must try to allay that fearful excitement, which was threat-
ening to undermine and destroy that saered palladiom of our
libertios, committed to us by the Great Father of the Repub-
lic, who has raised ns to be a Power among the Nations, and
which is a0 lnlr_.':ltl_lr cherished by the people of Maryland. I
knew that the adoption of this coarse would bring upon me
violent abuse, subject me to sanderons reports from those
whose particular sshemes it might frustrate; and, what 1
most of all regretied, wonld subject me to the consure of good
men whose convictions on the subject might be differept from
MY 0w, .

. Maryland, and every other State in the Union, with united
vace then declared that eause insuiBcient to justify the course

Bouth Carolina. Can it bo expected that this people, who
then unanimonsly supported the course of Geaeral Jackson,
wil now yield their opinions at the bidding of modern ssces-
siuints ¥

think of the helpless, timid women and children, who are to
be the chief sufforers. To you, the workingmen of Maryland,
| who must earry the musket and endare the real hardships of
| the war, they look for protection.
The people of Maryland, if left fo themselves, would de-
I have boen told that the position of Maryland should ba |¢ide, with scarcely an exooption, that thero is nothing in the
dliﬁ“'?dr #0 that both sections can understand it. Do any | present causes of complaint, to justify immoediate secession;
rrally misunderstand her position?  Whe that wishes to nn- | and yet, against our judgments and sclemn convictions of
dorstand it can fail to doso? If the action of the Taoginla- | daty, we are to be precipilated into this Revolution becanse
fare won ld be aimpl;r to declare thak JI[.J..-}-I.;EIZI | with ths I Sonth Carolina thinks I-“i‘ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ]".. Are we nob f‘ilmii? ¢

ioath in sympathy and feeling—that she demands from the | 4.1 1 - trol A k 1
s of offensi e : | W opiaidng sonirol oor aslons? Alter wo have sal-
Borth a repeal of offeasire and unconstitutional sta tutes; and |emnly decided for oursclves, as every man of you must do,

abli- ls to it for new guarantecs—that she will wait & reassn- : -
ndul'.'ﬂprx—iEu timo for the Xorth to purge hor statute-bosks, and do [*™° ™° R 00 forced S0yl up SIRTRY ko Those oF aethe

to hor Bouthern brathon, and, if her nonsals are vain,

will make common canse with her sister Border States in ro-
Hitance to Lyranny, if need be—thaoy would be only sayin g
¥laat the whole country well knows, and what may bo zaid
anch more effectually by mex reorLe themsclves in their
meetings, than by a Legislatare chosen eighteen months
kince, when none of thess questions were raised before them, |
Chat Maryland is & conservative Southern Biate all know
wiho know any thing of her people or her history. .
But, my fellow citizens, it is my duty to tell you that the

State; and thus, in effect, obey hor mandates? She refused
to waik for oirr counsel, Are wo Doaad b Uiy her semmanda

My connbrymen, il you are the true descondants of those
who have rendered glorions the annals of onr early history,
is it not an insult to you, to intimate that you canmot be
trusted with time for deliberation? or that your courage
would ooze out and be exhaunsted, unless you are foreed to act
in this matior without time for reflsction? Are yon to be

1 d with th t that unl join in this seces-
re-assombling of the Legislaturo is wished forby many, wha nrnrmn wi [ nrg?mmu:‘ :diuhq:!; you join in 'll;:i ]
urgo it with a view to no such specification. I have boen re-| RN, TUR MY tacarded by root Southern Bisters’

DBelio-ing that tho infereats of Maryland were bound up
with thoss of the bonder slaveholding States, I have been en-
gaged, for months past, in a full interchange of views with
the Governors of Virginia, Kentocky, Tenessee and Missouri,
with a vigw to conceried action upon our part. These con-
sultations, which are still in progress, [ foel justified in say-
ing, have resgliod d@lgood; so that when the proper tims for
aclion arrived, thead sister States, bound up in & common d
tiny, will, I trast, Lo prepared to ack togethor,

convene the Legislaloré in special Session, as the pmper.

and conscientions examination of the question, I.have failed’
to be convinced of the necessity or propriety of such & coure.
The Constitution, in entrusting a discretionary power to the
Governor of callinz suth Bewion, unever dmign&l: tt# ha
should act in 83 sorious a natter, upon the judgmant or con-
victions of other men; aol in oppasition to the cloar and un-
biased dictaled of his own cinsciease. He was not intended
ta be a mere maghine fo ast inthis moatber, when ofhers should
deem it necessary, althongh he himsell might feel morally
portain thar 3 goeald bo nowise anl desgersse I havey?
therefore, felt oblized to dacide this question for myself, sab.
jeot to the dreal reipdasibilities which altach to those who |
corrupbly, or against their julgmonts, violate an pﬁel.ll
‘onth,

I have been forcibly impressel with the fact, ia considering
this queation, thit every Disunionist in Maryland, (aad to
our shama ba it apoken, there are some such among us,) isan
earnest advocate for the immedisle eall of the Legislature.
One of the papers of ta-day containg a report of the proceed-
ings at o meet'ng which adopted & resolation in favor of im-
mediate seoossion, which was warmly advooatad by the pre-
sent Speaker of the House of Doleagates, nad the last of the
series of resolutions, dircots the appsintmaat of & ¢ mmittes
to urge upon me L convens that House of Dolegates forth-
with. [t scoms tomme that a measure thuos sarasatly adva-
eabed by thoss who are beat upon the destraction, at ones, of
the Union, and the happiness of our State, can hardly be the
proper means of preserving both,

1 have hitherts forborae to dwell particularly upon an ob-
Jection %o this measure which deserves to bo maturely weigh-
ed in & crisis Vike this, when the people are ill prepared to
bear increased burdeus. It is nevertheloas propor that you
should be informed that on the first of October, thore was
deficitin the State Treasary of at least fifty thousand dollars,
and that the Treasury officors have repeatedly been withount
the means of paying drafts upon it, in consequence of the ap-
propriations made by the last Legislatare. Nothing but the
most rigid economy and careful management can enable the
Treasury to pay the April interest upon the State debt.
Marylnnd knows something of heary taxation, for she has
barne it heroically, until she is just beginning to relieve her-
self from its erushing weight. That her people would bear
it again withoat a murpar, if they were convinoed of its ne-
cossiby, I well know; but shonld not our past expuriene wara
o4 agaiost Fueifiﬂ further burdeas, unless they are posi-
tively required by our honor. Ei‘l!ﬁl:llj,, should we ot
avoid it, it it bo probable that the consequonsce of this rene wed
taxation should be to szcure woes and sufferings for the poople
of the State ?

‘What could the Legislsture do in this erisis, if convened, to
remove the prosent tronbles which beset the Union?  We are
told by the leadiog spirits in the Soath Careline Convention,
that neither the election of Mr. Lincolan or the non-execa-
tion of the Fugitive Slave Law, nor both combined, constitute
their grievance. They declare that the real cause of their
discontent dates as far back as eighteen’bundred and thirty-

any effort to subdue its viclence, and joining in thunqul"lthm

| "I.I.'|'¢ .I-"ﬂﬂll “'ﬂll I'J_||' i I'."!II'Li[IlL’IE |h'|,|;| numh' nr ‘:il-ill!‘[l!-".'ﬂ ‘ll.ﬂ'n hil "nu]'l.l. revert to hll' iﬂ LS Ur & J.Esmlutiun_ I;If ﬂlﬂ

peatedly warned, by persons having the opportunity to know, | They would always be glad enough to have with them our
and who are entitled to the highest confidence, shat e speps. | D001¢ State, with its commercial, agricultural and mineral
wn leaders in Washington have resolved that the B-ar-.!er'i weall, with (s lieddy, Loaws pespla The languages of
ates, and especially Maryland, shall be precipitated ints ' menace and threats is no argument to prevail with these.

ion with the Cotton Biates, before the Foarlh of March. | ¢ firmly belicve that the salvation of the Union depends
ks Thﬂ‘f have resolved to erize the Fﬂiﬂﬁl {h]ﬁll‘, and the upon iho border slave Siates, Without their ﬂ.id. the collon
Public Archives, so that they may be in a pasition 0 be se-) Hiates could never command the influence and eredit and men

kaowledged by Fareign Governmenta as the ‘United Stalos,” | o1yl 1o thir xistonce as o nation. Without thom the

[ e g ey nd n namesenry, iy Diitrlnmfﬂl}ri Northern ‘half of the Ropuablic would be shorn of ils power

mion. It is only contemplated to retain it for a fow j'ﬂl't,;.'mi influzace. Within the Union, I firmly believe we can

measure to be adopted st ghis time. Afer a most snxions o8 the wants of the SBouthern Military Confederacy will canse #0¢ure guarantees for our protection, which will remove these

istressing canscs of Irrilation.
If we find hereaftor that the North shall, after due deliber-
ation, refwse to gire them, we will, in a united body, demand

its removal forther South. The plan contemplates foreible ¢
oppesition to Mr. Lincoln's inavguration, and consequently |

A o, Dt ua_""hnd ol = transfer of its horrors |4 roceive a fair division of the national domain. We claim
from the Btates which are to provoke it, | nn equal share in the territories, let us not abandon the whole
Tho voices of those who fivor this schems are unanimonsly | or tham by secoding—wae claim the full exccution of the fugi-
for o apecial Bession, and every effort has been made, and wills girg slave law; lot us not aneul that law entirely, by leaving
be made, hewceforth, to manufacture public opinion in this the Union, and thus virtually bringing Canadadown toour
State, to force me to convena that body. E | borders. We claim the protection of our inslitutions, as
Injuricus reports bave been diseminatad among yvou by guarantesd by the Constitution, let us nol render this protec-
these mén, Lo bry to destroy whalever intloence | may be sup- | ticn impossible by tearing thie Constitution to fragments.
posed to possess. It has beem falscly reported that I would| 1 have extensive mcans of information ps to the wishes of
be an applicant for office under Mr, Lincoln, and this rumer | the people, not possessed by those who urge this measure upon
had been long in eirculation before it renched my ears, and 1 i aod I am fally convinosd that an immenss majority of

ithus had the opportarity to denounce it as an infamous, ug- | these, thronghout the whole State, are firmly opposed to such

founded slander, It has been publicly reported that T had fction. 4

written & very objectionable letter, to Mr. Crittenden, upon | The bﬂ11nm1lﬂl!- l:nﬂull-_m!. classed, the planters, mer-
the present condition of affairs. As soon as I heard it I read nhl.n.hl:, mechanics unll.!. laboring men—those who Lave a real
a copy of the leiter to the genileman who repeated the ramor, "‘:;;ml;h"ﬁ“f!?f'“"“r’ ':::" woald h":“"“"‘l t pay the laxes
fand he at once sigaified his approval of its contente; but I have| ™" " - * DB2ting—ata ihe persons who should be heard, in

i 3 i 5 | preference to excited politicians, many of whom, having noth-
sinoe dirccted it to be published, and you can read it for your- | !"W‘ B i : g
selves, ‘This spirit of defamation lins gone so far that anony- ta lose from the destraction of the Gorerament, may hope

|ing
to derive some gain from the ruin of the State. Buch men

nois Irﬂuu have boen circulated in Anne Arandel E-l}l-‘l.lh‘l-rll will I].ltl].ll]l]; urge you tu ”[l'l.l“. down the Fi“ll'-l of this an-
stating that I had invited the slaves to o public dinnor, on Iu:urml Union,"* which their allies at the North have termed
Christmas day; pear, this City . You will doubtleas hear | “a covenant with Hell,'

many similar falsehoods, circulated with this same design nf', These extremists, North and Ssuth, agree in their hatred
weakening your confidence in the Execulive of the State by of the Constitution, which condemas the fanaticism of

altempting to work upon your fears, Eh-:.:h. And leaders in SBouth Cérolina and Massachussils

For mysslf, I have lived long enough o know how to

ports when they are frue,
The men who have embarked in this scheme will spare no

the ¢vent of the assembling of the Legislature, is, ns I have
been informed, already marked out—the list of ambassadors
who are to visit other Blales, agreed on—and the Resolations,
which they hope will be passed by the Legislature, fully com-
witting this Bisie fo seccesion, are eaid to be already pre-
pared.

Is it your will, my countrymen, that the State should b’

exposcd to the peril of adopting such a course? Aro you—
ho are tg bear the hrunt of ihis feasiul s <who G 10

farced to abandon your ploughs and forges and looms, to
fight the battles of the Coffon States—who must leave behind
your families, unprovided with the daily support which is
only afforded them by your daily labors—are you desirous to
be engalphed in this whirlpool of strife, before you have had
time to breathe, and beforo overy honorable plan has boon
tried to avert the mecessity of war? If the people of the
HNorth were a foreign nation, we would first resort to negotia-
tion, and, in the failure of that, to reprisals, before openly
declariog war agaiost them. Bhall we be less forbearing to
our brethren 7 If men alone were o be the sufferers In such
coutests, the consequences would be less deplorable,—but

deapise false reports, A man neod only fear unfavorable re- |

agree in denonocing the fagitive slave law as unconstita-
tional, in the face of repeated decisions of the courts of the
country.

I know that the masses of the people are opposed to the as-

: ey i .. | sembling of the Legislature at this time, and approve of my
paina to earry their point. The whole plan of operations in | conrse : and it is & soures of grakification to me to know that

many of the most distinguished citizcas of Maryland, and
other border slave States, without distinction of party have
endorsed it.

I have, throughout this matter, conscientiously and hon-
estly endeavored to perform my duty, and 1 solemnly protest
that all other considerations, but those of duty, have besn
banished from my mind, The men who have aseribed lower
motives to me, have done me great injestice, and lave shown
that they sanusl ries éu e ehenafon that an honest
man feels compelled to discard all party ties when he is placed
in & position where he mnst seconnt, at each moment, to his
conscience, for any departare from duty. 1, your fellow-citi-
zen, necessarily injure mysell by every act or omission which
can injare you, and without a single motive of personal ambi-
tion to lead me aside from the plain path of my duiy, In
the course of natare, I cannct have long to live, and I fer-
vently trust to bo allowed to engd my days n citizen of this
glorious Union. But should Ihe compelled to witness the
downfall of that government, inherited from our fathers, es-
tablished, as it were, by the special favour of God, I will, st
least, have the consolation, at my dying hour, that I never,
by word or deed, assisted in hagteging its disruption,

THOMAS H., HICES.




