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KEY TO ABBREVIATICNS, SYMBOLS, ETC.

ABBREVI ATT ONS

4Months of the calendar year:
The first 3 letters of each month constitute abbreviations used,

' Surnames and given names:

No alphabeticelly listed SURNAMES have been abbreviated; surnames in par-
entheses, and given names, have been abbreviated only when necessary. The
general rule observed for abbreviatiops has been to omit vowels.

! .
'Birth years:
|

In birth years, the first two digits have been omitted, thus:
1908 is listed as 08
1899 is listed as 99
189~ i3 listed as 9
190~ is listed as 0
The last two entries indicate that the original certificates are to be found

in the undated drawer, oy

SYMBOLS

The asterisk appearing before an entry indicates belated registration of the
original birth certificate. Only births registered on paper certificates
(first used officially January 1, 1914) have been marked with this symbol.,

A large number of births registered on card certificates were &lso filed
late, but lack of filing dates on card certificates Drevents definitely clas~
sifying any of these as late registrations. Therefore, the absence of an as-
terisk does not necessarily imply prompt registration. =

The initial 'P' for 'paternal! following a parenthetical entry indicates the
father's surname, the birth being cross-indexed under both parents' surnames
due to known or suspected illegitimacy.

Similarly, the initial 'M' for 'maternal! following a parenthetical entry in-
dicates the mother's legal neme.

A parenthetical entry without 'P' or "\ indicates that the birth is eross-in-
dexed under two (or more) surnames for a reason OTHER THAN ILLEGITIMACY ~ pos-
8ibly due to illegibility of the original certificate, or to any change of name
by court order, by remarriage or adoption, etc.

The entry 'F' for 'filed' is used in the date column to indicate the month or
year in which an indefinitely-dated original certificate is filed, thus: Jan F 08
or F Jan 08; reference to the originel certificate is necessary in this instance.

The interrogation point is used in the date column to indicate original certifi-
cates which show uncertain birthdates. Certificates on which birthdays are omit-
ted are shown without date or question mark in the day column, for future entry.

This symbol is uséd to indicate entries which have accidentally been typed in
the wrong place.
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