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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The facade of the bullding is graced with restrained
decoration. The symmetrical frontal fenestration, a trio of
windows above windows with one first storey window space
allotted to a simple rectangular door opening, glves the
structure a unified, dignified appearance. Pilaster columns
enframing the portal add a note of elegance and emphasize the
entrance.

The windows sequentially diminish in height from the firsgt
storey to the third, a classical architectural device. The
mullion arrangement of the double hung windows on the second
and third stories is such that each sash contains only one
light. This arrangement became so popular in Baltimore that
it became known as the "Baltimore window."

Light 1s admitted to the basement through the method of
starting the first story at approximately one-half storey
above grade. The site slopes upward to the rear thus providing
grade level access to the first floor from the rear.

The attic created by lthe gable roof is made more functionpgl
by the installation of a single gable dormer located on the
center line of the dwelling. This type of gable roof with a
single dormer was quite popular in Baltimore and is evident in
the row houses on Allceanna Street and the houses which
formerly stood on South Charles Street.

Another feature often seen in Baltimore houses is the
large chimney wall incorporated into the side wall construction.
Palrs of windows are set into this flush chinmey breast.

Further effort at adapting to the mode of Georglian
construction is visible in the simple ogee window and roof
cornices, the roof cornice being used to conceal the rain
gutter. The roof déermer has a pointed pediment and pilastered
trim to match the door enframement. The pilaster fluting
and the bold cap of the door frame contribute to the
harmonious detail and emphasize the focal point of this
nineteenth century building designed with dignity and repose.

Additlional exterior ornamentation is provided by the
sandstone entry porch consisting of five risers and a stoop.
The stoop 1s edged by a palr of decorative iron railings. A
white globe-shaped lighting fixture hangs beside the door. An
old iron footscraper, probably origlnal’is located to the
left of the entrance steps. Three modern metal window boxes
ornament the two first storey windows and the right side of
the entrance. Black and white striped awnings with a
scalloped edge shade the doorway and the two front first
floor windows. The brick of the building is painted white
and the trim a dark gray. The double entrance door with
glass panels may be original. A simple iron ralling edges
the basement door entry way.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Georglan tradition 1s evident in the severely

Street well-known to Baltimoreans since the 1920's as the
fine restaurant, Marconi's. 1Its simplicity-of deaign and
pleasing proportions provide its aesthetic appeal. This
type of Georgian Revival construction, a stylistic group
common to Bgltimore townhouses in the nineteenth-century,
has such a persistent aesthetic appeal that its few
remaining examples in Baltimore should be preserved both
for their position in the architectural history of
Baltimore and their present enhancement of the cityscape.

plain, symmetrical facade of the house at 106 West Saratogg
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Marconi's Restaurant (Maison Marconi)
106 W. Saratoga Street

Block 0579, Lot 016

Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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