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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The station building consists of a central block seven bays wide and two and 2 half
stories high, flanked on either side by a three-bay wing of three stories. It is of
Italian Renaissance design, constructed of granite, trimmed in limestone, and remiriscent
of the facade of the Vendramini Palace in Venice. A clock tower, 143 feet high, projects
from the center bay and is fronted by a small porte-cochere marking the main entrance.
The site is unusual in its location in a depression between two tunnels, yet does rnot
appear sunken or insignificant because the dominant clock tower. The clock's
illuminated faces house a 8-day pendulum clock manufactured by E. Howard of Boston.

The main architectural feature in the interior of the building is a two-story waiting

room whigh occupled the entire front of the. gentral block Upper.flpprs contained the .
railroad's offices,. I ; o 541 el [ e ek s MR

.t i 5 'Ii,l..: % e g M < o |

In 1966 “when the structure was remodelled as an art school the 1nter10r floor
5pace was 1ncreased by constructing a second floor in the vaulted waiting room, lezving
the center as a lobby and preserving the massive columns, stamped metal ceilings,
mosaic marble floors and most of the decorative ironwork. The character of the exterior
remains virtually unchanged, although the rear waiting platform and the baggage room
have been enclosed to make space for a sculpture studio containing a foundry for casting
bronze and a kiln.

The trainshed at the rear of the station virtually fills the area between the two
tunnels and provided a sheltered access to the trains. It is a steel frame, gable roof
structure that originally covered an area of 71 x 420 feet. The shed has been somswhat
shortened at the southern end by the removal of several bays. The roof is supported on
a series of trusses with arched lower chords connected longitudinally by I-beams. A
central monitor supported by smaller, similar trusses runs the length of the ridge.

A1l connections are of the modern riveted type. The wooden sheathing on timber purlins
is covered with asphalt roll roofing. An elaborate wrought iron screen fronts the
trainshed on the north side.
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ARCHITECT remodelled 1965, Raldwin §
SPECIFIC DATES 1894-96 BUILDER/ Pennington, architects

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

_ When it opened in 1896, the Mount Royal Station and Trainshed was one of the best
examples of theé harmonious Blenditg’of engineérinf and aesthetié values'in an urbah
environment. Sited at the north end of the Howard Street Tunnel, entirely within‘the’
open cut between it and the Mount Royal Tunnel, it was both unobtrusive and convenient.
The shelter provided by this below-grade site, combined with the trainshed, made the
Mount Royal Depot a hospitable embarkation point in foul weather. The city of Baltimore
used the depot as its official welcoming point to greet distinguished visitors, including
several Presidents, British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald, Cardinal Gibbons, and
Queen Marie of Romania. The trainshed which was partly responsible for the generally
commodious environment was one of the last gable roof trainsheds built in America. Like
the station, it was of a smaller less monumental scale than the large balloon sheds which
were becoming fashionable at the time. It was a monument, however, in providing a
sense of intimacy in an otherwise overwhelming urban environment.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mount Royal Station property is bounded on the northeast
by Mount Royal Avenue, on the east by Cathedral Street, on
the south by Preston Street, on the southwest by Park Avenue,
and on the west by Howard Street.

The Baltimore and Ohio Mount Royal Station in Baltimore,
Maryland, was once the showplace of the historic Railroad.
It stood as a well-designed, functional structure, solving
the problem of a railroad station set in a residential area
by providing a valuable artistic asset instead of a constant
eyesore and nuisance.

The structure occupies a depression facing Mount Royal Avenue,
yet it does not appear sunken or insignificant because its
150-foot clock tower dominates the site. The building is
unusual in its placement below street level between two tun-
nels which carried the train traffice through the station in

a covered shed, screened from view by an ornamental iron

fence and tasteful landscaping.

Constructed of granite trimmed in limestone, the station is
of Italian Renaissance design, reminiscent of the facade of
the Vendramini Palace in Venice. It is three stories high
with the tower rising in the center. A pendulum eight-day
clock, manufactured by E. Howard of Boston, is located at the
top of the tower, and there is a one-story porte-cochere at
its base.

In 1966, when the structure was remodelled as an art school,
the interior floor space was increased by constructing a
second floor above the vaulted waiting room, leaving the
center as a lobby and preserving the massive columns, stamped
metal ceilings, mosaic marble floors and most of the decora-
tive ironwork. Extensive use of glass partitions maintains
the feeling of space. The character of the exterior remains
virtually unchanged although the rear waiting platform and
the baggage room have been enclosed to make space for a
sculpture studio containing a foundry for casting bronze and
a kiln.

In spite of these alterations, the building remains an excel-
lent example of the rehabilitaion of older structures for
modern use.

43

SNOIT1DO2NYLlS NI




INSTRUCTIONS

5 E E

, - B-26

. sicNiFIcANCE L T - =
F 100 (Check One or More as Appropriate) ~
] Pre-Columbian [ ] 16th Century {1 18th Century o [71 20th Century
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SPECIFIC DATEI(S! (If Applicable and Known) 1896 " remodelled 1965

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mount Royal Station of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad,
opened in 1896, was designed by the architects E. Francis
Baldwin and Josias Pennington. The railroad was the chief 4
economic factor behind Baltimore's growth, linking the g
granaries of the Middle West to the eastern seaport shipping. |
Thus, with the extension of the rail line to Philadelphia
and New York, the desire came for this passenger depot which
would serve as the model of comfort, convenience, and im-
pressiveness. The effect of warmth, hospitality, and gen-
tility was created by huge functional fireplaces, rocking
chairs, courteous employees, and broad, well-manicured lawns.
Celebrities, including Woodrow Wilson, Cardinal Gibbons,
British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald, Herbert Hoover,
Alfred E. Smith and Queen Marie of Roumania, received the
city's greeting here. Delegates to the 1912 Democratic
Convention, held in the Fifth Regiment Armory which adjoins,
arrived and departed by way of the station.

AREAS OF siGNIFIicancE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 1
Abor iginal [X Education [ ] Political L2} Urban Plonning ?
[ Prehistoric [T] Engineering [1 Religion/Phi. L1 Other (Specin) |I
[7] Histaric (] Industry lesophy !
[C] Agriculture ] Invention [ ] Science 5 !
R Architecture (3t Londscape X Sculpture |
X Art Architecture [T} Social'Human- ‘
] Commerce [} Literature e 1
] Communications ™1 Military 1 Theater !I
[Z] Censervation | Music | Transportation }
|

|

|

|

In 1961, the railroad ceased passenger operations from this
terminal and it lay vacant for several years. In 1964, it
was purchased by the Maryland Institute, a college of art,
and one of the most imaginative conversions of architectural
history took place. The architectural firm of Cochran,
Stephenson, and Donkervoet received the American Institute
of Architects' 1967 award for its skillful adaptation of

the structure as an annex for the art school.
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Form 10-301 Ul D STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR [ STATE

(July 1969) - NATIONAL PARK SERVICE - Maryland

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SRR,

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

Paltimore City

B-26

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

[1. NAME

common: MOunt Royal Station

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:

1400 Cathedral Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore

STATE:

Maryland

CODE

24

COUNTY:

Baltimore City

CODE

510

[3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:

INSTRUCTIONS

USGS 7.5 minute map; Baltimore East Quadrangle

SCALE: 1: 24 000

DATE: 1953 photorevised 1966

[4. REQUIREMENTS

SEE

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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INSTRUCTIONS

S E'E

DA

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IN TERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Maryland

NATh AL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL ACK,
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

COUNTY

~Baltimore City
rFORNPSUStDNLY__m

[

' NAME

COMMON: Mount Royal Statlon

STREET AND NUMBER:

1400 Cathedral Street

S

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltlmore

STATE:

Maryland

fjeToReSERENCE L

LR e _LO—I‘}L COUNT Y
------ 7 i Baltimore City 51

PHOTO cREDIT: Flllp SlblEiY

PATE oF pHoTo: 1969

NEGaTive FiLep a1y Commission for HlStOrlCal
vation, 402 CltY Hall Baltlmore, Maryland

and Architectural Preser-

DENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, D!F!ECTJON ETC

Mount Royal Station from the southeast

GPO 921.737

9c—H




Form 10-445

(5/62)

“APHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

SUPPLEMENTAL IMNFORMATION AND PHOT

= oment

MAG)

OO0 6

1. ETATE Maryland
county Baltimore City
TOWN VICINITY
strReeTno. Mt. Royal Ave., & Cathedra

Street

ORIGINAL OWNER
ORIGINAL USE
PRESENT OWNER
PRESENT USE

WALL CONSTRUCTION
NO. OF STORIES

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

INVENTORY B-27F 6

g name  Mt. Royal Station
DATE OR PERIOD

STYLE

ARCHITECT

BUILDER

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

ooy ST Tl _

Endangered

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF SETRUCTURE

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

OPEN TO PUBLIC

Interior Exterior

; 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

0. PUBLISHED SQURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, £TC.

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

DATE OF RECCRD

ok
Fuc?




him were
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daunted,
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observed
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MITINORE NEWB-POST

PREALE MUBEUM

of the Fifth Regiment Armory during a meeting of the Convention.
Inset, a ticket needed to gain admission

A contemporary sketch showing Mt. Royal Station and the Armory. The
Armory’s arched roof was destroyed during the fire of 1933
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college stu er help type. Her
ime was 11 Gittings Avenue
Baltimore, Md., 21212

Mrs. Black has taken photos of Howard St. Tunnel
and Mt, Royal Station shed (today when the weather
wasn't too good) They are being processed and she
will send them along if any turn out

EC

cee 74
Kitty Black - phoned 3:30  1/23/70 RB-a6
s I £z|1] D- I .- | . 23 ‘
Miss Na d Smith is the gir worked on
St. Mary's Semina She was a
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Jennifer K. Cosham, 2/28/2004




Jennifer K. Cosham, 2/28/2004




