BA-3097

Oscar Webb House

709 Cliveden Road
Pikesville, Baltimore County
1898

Private

Built in 1898, the dwelling at 709 Cliveden Road is located in Sudbrook Park in Pikesville in the
Third District of Baltimore County. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1973,
Sudbrook Park Historic District is significant as a small community designed and planned by
Frederick Law Olmsted. It was planned as a summer resort for wealthy Baltimore residents at the
turn of the 20™ century. Known for his emphasis on nature, Olmsted designed Sudbrook Park with
importance on curvilinear streets, large lots, and an abundance of mature trees and vegetation.
The houses in Sudbrook Park were designed with several deed restrictions. The structure was
required to be sited forty feet back from the street and ten feet from neighboring property lines.
The height of each property was to be three stories and the styles allowed were rural and not
urban. The dwelling at 709 Cliveden Road was designed by architect George Archer for Oscar
Webb and his family.

The dwelling at 709 Cliveden Road is set back from the road on a level grassy landscaped lot
amongst mature trees, shrubs, foundation plantings, and a paved driveway. The Shingle style
dwelling, built in 1898, is two-and-a-half stories in height and four bays wide. It has a solid
random rubble stone foundation supporting a wood-frame structural system clad in German
weatherboard. The gambrel roof is covered with slate shingles. The dwelling features two interior
and one interior-end brick chimneys with corbeled caps. The off-center single-leaf wood paneled
door has a 1-light transom and is set next to a set of paired wood sash casement windows with
leaded lights. Paired sets of 1/1-light aluminum sash windows flank the entry. The upper story
features a central gabled dormer flanked by projecting polygonal dormers with tent roofs. The
gabled dormer contains one 1/1-light wood sash window while the polygonal dormers each feature
three. The dormers have molded wood cornices. The gable dormer has a closed tympanum and
the peak is clad with wood shingles. The one-story, seven-bay wrap porch rests on a brick pier
foundation and features wood posts with inset panels. A stable, also constructed in 1898, is
located at the rear of the property. It has a wood-frame structural system clad in German
weatherboard and wood shingles, a molded wood cornice, and a side gable roof covered with

asphalt shingles.
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)
- historic o Oscar Webb House - - S
other

2. Location

street and number 709 Cliveden Road

city, town Pikesville _ vicinity

_not for publication

county Baltimore County

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Michael A. & Carolyn Black Sotir
street and number 709 Cliveden Road telephone  Not Available
city, town Baltimore state MD zip code 21208

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore County Courthouse

city, town Towson liber 8270 folio 578

tax map and parcel: 78, 262

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report

Other

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
district . agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing
_— —  public = : i =
X  building(s) X private ___commerce/trade  recreation/culture 2 0 buildings
" stiuctire ' Eoth defense ~ religion - - sites
ke X domestic social ~ sfructures
- . education transportation objects
object — ; . = -
funerary ~ work in progress 2 0 Total
government unknown
health care vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources
industry other: previously listed in the Inventory

0



7. Description Inventory No.  BA-3097

Condition
_ excellent __ deteriorated
X good —_ ruins
__ fair ___ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

The dwelling at 709 Cliveden Road is set back from the road on a level grassy landscaped lot amongst mature trees, shrubs, and
foundation plantings. A paved driveway lies to the northeast of the house and leads to a stable located at the rear of the property.
The Shingle style dwelling, built in 1898, is two-and-a-half stories in height and four bays wide. It has a solid random rubble stone
foundation supporting a wood-frame structural system clad in German weatherboard. The gambrel roof is covered with slate
shingles. The dwelling features two interior and one interior-end brick chimneys with corbeled caps. The off-center single-leaf
wood paneled door has a 1-light transom and is set next to a set of paired wood sash casement windows with leaded lights. Paired
sets of 1/1-light aluminum sash windows flank the entry. The upper story features a central gabled dormer flanked by projecting
polygonal dormers with tent roofs. The gabled dormer contains one 1/1-light wood sash window while the polygonal dormers each
feature three. All the windows on the fagade feature lug wood sills. The dormers have molded wood cornices. The gable dormer
has a closed tympanum and the peak is clad with wood shingles. The one-story, seven-bay wrap porch rests on a brick pier
foundation and features wood posts with inset panels.

The stable, built circa 1898, is one-and-a-half stories in height and three bays wide. It has a wood-frame structural system clad in
German weatherboard and wood shingles, a molded wood cornice, and a side gable roof covered with asphalt shingles. One
interior-end brick chimney with a corbeled cap is visible. The garage entrance features a two-leaf wood sliding door. There is one
3-light fixed wood sash window. The two other openings, one on the ground floor and a second in the dormer, are concealed
behind wood louvered shutters. The gabled wall dormer is clad in wood shingles and features a molded wood cornice with
returns. Part of a pulley system projects from the wall above the shuttered opening.



8. Significance Inventory No.  BA-3097

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
_1600-1699 __ agriculture ___ economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
1700-1799 ___ archeology education _ industry __ philospohy
X 1800-1899 X architecture — engineering __ invention ___ politics/government
1900-1999 art _ entertainment/ — landscape architecture ___ religion
2000- ___ commerce recreation — law ___ science
_ communications —ethnic heritage —_ literature — social history
_ community planning ___  exploration/ — maritime industry __ transportation
___ conservation settlement —_ military —_ other:
Specific dates 1898 Architect/Builder George Archer

Construction dates 1898

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance add;essing applicable criten_'é, followed by a narrative discussion of
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.)

Built in 1898, the dwelling at 709 Cliveden Road is located in Sudbrook Park in Pikesville in the Third District of Baltimore
County. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1973, Sudbrook Park Historic District is significant as a small
community designed and planned by Frederick Law Olmsted. It was planned as a summer resort for wealthy Baltimore residents at
the turn of the 20th century. In 1890, the Sudbrook Company purchased a 204 acre tract just south of Reisterstown Road in
Pikesville. During the hiatus of his career, Olmsted was commissioned to design Sudbrook Park. One acre of land was set aside by
the company for a depot for the Western Maryland Railway.

Known for his emphasis on nature, Olmsted designed Sudbrook Park with importance on curvilinear streets, large lots, and an
abundance of mature trees and vegetation. The houses in Sudbrook Park were designed with several deed restrictions. The
structure was required to be sited forty feet back from the street and ten feet from neighboring property lines. The height of each
property was to be three stories and the styles allowed were rural and not urban.(1) The dwelling at 709 Cliveden Road was
designed by architect George Archer for Oscar Webb and his family.(2)

ENDNOTES

1. Sudbrook Park Historic District Nomination, National Register of Historic Places (Washington, DC: NPS, 1973).
2. Melanie D. Anson, Olmsted’s Sudbrook The Making of a Community (Baltimore: Sudbrook Park, Inc, 1997), 98.



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No.  BA-3097

See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property (),164
Acreage of historical setting 0.164
Quadrangle name Baltimore West ) Quadrangle scale _ 1:24,000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The dwelling, 709 Cliveden Road, is located in Sudbrook Park Historic District in Pikesville in the Third District of Baltimore
County. It has historically been associated with tax map 78, parcel 262 since its construction.

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle - J. Riggle, Arc}jtf:clura] Historiin ) - - B -
oganizaton  EMT Traceries o date 3/18/03

street and number la Fifth Streét, :f;l\_h'“_ - - lelephone_ 502»";&3;; o
dtyortown  Washington ~ stte DC  zipcode 20001

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974
supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville MD 21032
410-514-7600
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