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Ellicott City 
Private 

Circa 1838 

The Charles Ringley House No. 2 faces south off the east side 

of Old Columbia Pike, directly east of HO-303, Bruce Smyser's 

Double House. It is a three bay wide, one room deep, one 

story high, gabled roof (running east-west) log (covered with 

asbestus siding) building, resting on a stone foundation, 

with a one story high, shed roof addition, running along its 

north elevation. 

The Charles Ringley House No. 2 is architecturally significant 

to the Ellicott City Historic District, within which it is 

located, as one of five existing, known log buildings of the 

early nineteenth century. The others are HO-302, The Charles 

Ringley House No. 1, HO-352, The Butke Log Cabin, HO- 64, The 

Thomas Isaac Log Cabin and the residence of Mr. Andrew Cross 

on Old Columbia Pike, not yet identified on the Howard County 

Historic Sites Inventory. In addition to its architectural 

significance, it is historically important for its association 

with the Thomas Isaac family of Ellicott City. 
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The Charles Ringley House No. 2 faces south off the east side of Old 

Columbia Pike, directly east of HO-30 3, Bruce Smyser's Double House. 

It is a three bay wide, one room deep, one story high, gabled roof 

(running east-west) log (covered with asbestus siding) building, 

resting on a stone foundation, with a one story high, shed roof 

addition running along its north elevation. 

South Elevation 

This elevation features a central, rectangular, four light, 

entrance door, flanked by shutters and rectangular, double-hung 

windows, holding one-over-one lights. These two windows are 

underlined by projecting wooden sills and decorated with shutters. 

Two wide, poured in place, concrete steps lead to the one story 

high, shed roofed, open porch, held by four square, wooden 

posts, which runs along this entire elevation, providing cover for 

the south entrance. 

East Elevation 

The east elevation of the main building block holds two, rectangular, 

second floor, double-hung windows, holding six-over-six light, 

covered with shed roofed, aluminum awnings. The east elevation 

of the shed roof addition holds a rectangular, four light entrance 

door and north end bay, rectangular, double-hung window, holding 

two-over-two lights. A one story high, shed roofed, open porch, 

supported by two square posts, runs along this section of the 

east elevation. 
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The east elevation of the second north addition holds a two light, 

sliding glass window. 

The West Elevation 

The west elevation of the original log building holds a wide, 

rectangular four light, attic window, covered by a wide, shed roofed, 

aliaminum hood. The north addition holds a square, one light window 

and a one light, rectangular, north end bay entrance. The second, 

adjoining north addition, whose west wall lies flush with the 

west wall of the first north addition holds a rectangular, two 

light window. 

North Elevation 

The north elevation of the original log house holds a three bay 

wide, two bay deep, one story high, shed roofed addition, along 

whose north wall, on the west side, has been constructed one 

further, one story high, shed roofed, frame addition and a brick 

chimney. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Charles Ringley House No. 2 is architecturally significant 

to the Ellicott City Historic District, within which it is 

located, as one of five existing, known log buildings of the 

nineteenth century. The others are HO-302, The Charles Ringley 

House No. 1, HO-352, The Butke Log Cabin, HO- 64, The Thomas 

Isaac Log Cabin and the residence of Mr. Andrew Cross on Old 

Columbia Pike, not yet identified on the Howard County Historic 

Sites Inventory. In addition to its architectural significance, 

2 
it is historically important for it association with the Thomas 

Isaac family of Ellicott City. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

1. Architecturally, this building is important, not only to 

Ellicott City, but to Howard County, as one of some thirty to 

forty log buildings out of a total of five hundred and seventy, 

identified on the Howard County Historic Sites Inventory. Log 

construction indicates some of Howard County's earliest building 

activity, generally found as basic building blocks within a 

larger framework in Howard County farm houses. Although the 

log construction of this house is hidden from view, the basic 
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profile for its main building block remains intact with only 

a one story high, shed roofed, open porch on the south elevation 

and additions along its north elevation to alter this profile. 

2. Historically, the building has significance through its 

association with Thomas Isaac, who owned land and buildings on 

both sides of Old Columbia Pike, including those stone and 

brick buildings, which are located on adjoining lots. It is 

generally believed that sometime around the year 18 38, when 

Thomas Isaac acquired most of this property, that this building 

served as a separate kitchen for either HO-303, Bruce Smyzer's 

Double House or HO-304, Paul Perkins House or for both buildings. 

Zedekiah Isaac, brother of Thomas, inherited almost all his 

property, passing it on to his son, William Moore Isaac, on 

September 4, 1890, with the stipulation that William hold this 

property for the use of Zedekiah's daughter, Mary Gertrude 

Sunderland. The building remained in the Sunderland family until, 

in 1947, it was conveyed to Richard and Mary Ford, thence passing 

through several owners to its present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 

Ringley. 
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DATE 

Sept.19, 1969 

Sept. 19, 1969 

April 24, 1964 

Mar. 7, 19 6 3 

May 3, 1955 

LIBER-FOLIO 

518-157 

518-155 

417-210 

GRANTOR 

Guinevere Warfield 

"together with the buildings" 

Charles & Elsie Ringley 

"together with the buildings" 

Preston Valentine & 
Lillie Marie 

"together with the buildings" 

GRANTEE 

Charles & Elsie 
Ringley 

Guinevere Warfield 

Charles & Elsie 
Ringley 

TRANSACTION 

Deed to .16 A- at 
3817 Old Columbia Pike 
T.M. 25 A p. 259 _^_ 
8,188 square feet-

Deed to 8,188 sq. ft-

Deed to 6,480 sq. ft.-

"including the right to share the use of the pumps and water at the well on 
the side of the Columbia Turnpike, opposite the right of way 

396-520 

267-462 

Elzo and Marie Mills 

Kenneth W. France and 
Rose France 

"together with the buildings" 

Preston & Lillie Marie 
Valentine 

Elzo & Marie Mills 

Deed to 6,480 sq. ft.-

Deed to 6,4 80 sq. ft.-

"from a granite stone at the SE comer of the Methodist Church lot in the 
northern boundary of the lot of ground wh. by deed dated 3 March, 1838 ... 
A.A. 22-637 ... granted ... by Zedekiah Isaacs to Thomas Isaac 
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DATE 

March 24, 1955 

Oct, 27, 1947 

'••it, A h J ' -''' '•• •'• 

> 

i--

LIBER-FOLIO 

266-335 

249-136 

GRANTOR 

Richard & Mary Ford 

GRANTEE 

Kenneth & Rose France 

"together w. the bldgs + water & pumps" 

Benjamin B. & Mollie 
Sunderland of Bait. Cty. 
Edmund H. & Bertha Selden 
Sunderland- B. Cty. 
Herbert W. and"Agnes 
Sunderland-Baltimore 

Richard & Mary Ford 

TRANSACTION 

Deed to 6,480 sq. ft.-

Deed to 6,480 sq. ft. 
for $2,300 

V "at south-eastern corner of the Meth. Church Lot and in the northern boundary "•' ' 
; of that lot of land ... conveyed by Zedekiah Isaac to Thomas Isaac ..';'and 
" running v/ith the said northern boundary" 

Wills 23-35 
Baltimore Cty. 

Wills 3-189 

Wills 3-189 

Mary Gertrude Sunderland 

Zedekiah M. Isaac 

' ' ! • • " • ' I * 

Benjamin B., Edmund H. Willed Property 
and Herbert W. Sunderland 

William Moore Isaac 
in trust for Mary 
Gertrude Sunderland 

• ' . • • ' . " . ' • " . . . • 

Zedekiah M. Isaac - September 4, 1890 

Willed Property 

Item 4 - 1 give, devise and beaueath to ry said son T'illiain Moore Isaac in trust 
and confidence to be held by him for the use of my daughter Ilary Gertrude Sunderland, 
all that riiece of. land with the inir̂ rover̂ ents thereon described in a deed from David B. 
McLaughlin and v;ife to me dated June 11, 186 6 and recorded among the land records 
of Howard County in 25-327...and also all that other piece or parcel of land and 
improvements thereon being part of the lands devised to me by Thomas Isaac by last 
will and testaraent duly executed proved and recorded, as aforesaid which is described 
as follows, beginning for the sair.e at a stone planted at the end of the 2nd line of 
the lands described in a deed froir; Rachel Standley to Thomas Isaac bearing date Feb. 
16th, 1838...it also being the beginning o:': the lands conveyed by Thomas Isaac and 
wife by deed dated fvarch 3, 183E,'and recorded among the land records of Anne Arundel Co. 

(continued) 
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DATE LIBER-FOLIO GRANTOR GRANTEE ^ TRANSACTION 

IN Liber WLG. 22-627 etc. and running thence... Ŝs west to a granite stone planted 
by me where the fence now stands, which divides the gardens of Messrs Renistone 
and McKenzie tenants on the property, thence westerly with said fence as it now 
stands to a granite stone planted by me 5 feet distant from the north east corner of 
the kitchen of the dwelling occupied by Mr. Renistone, thence in a straight line to 
the south east corner of the frame building used as a woodshed by said Renistone, 
thence northerly and westerly... so as to include said shed in the lands now being 
conveyed... 
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Figure 1 
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First Floor Outline 




