CARR-1579
Leister’s Church Rd. @ Gorsuch Road, Westminster Vicinity

Summary:

The Plowman Farm is currently being developed as part of Trident Acres, and only one
building survives on the farm, a stone spring house. This building is threatened with demolition in
the near future as the development continues to spread across the landscape. Little is known of
the history of the farm, and unfortunately in-depth research would uncover nothing on the last
remaining structure. .




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF Survey No. CARR-1579

Maryland Historical Trust  HISTORIC PROPERTIES Magi No.
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Plowman Farm

and/or common

2. Location

street & number Leisters Church Road and Gorsuch Road - ___not for publication
city, town Westminster _X vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county Carroll
- - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
——— district - public ____ occupied ___ agriculture —___ museum
X_ building(s) X private _X unoccupied —__ commercial —— park
— structure ___ both — work in progress — educational ___ private residence
— . site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious
. Object — in process —_yes: restricted —— government __ _ scientific
—~— being considered — < Yes: unrestricted _ industrial —— transportation
_“A not applicable _ZX po ___ military ____ other:

4- Ownel' Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

Ralph Neal Hoffman

name
street & number 302 Mary Avenue .- telephone no.: (410) 848-6006
city, town Westminster state and zip code Maryland 21157

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courth 0‘45 e Annex liber 649
street & number 55 North Court Street ; folio 435
city, town Westminster state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title None

date —federal ____state ____county ___ local

T

spository for survey records

city, town’ state




Survey No.

7. Description

CARR-1579

Condition Check one Check one
—_excellent — deteriorated ___ unaltered = original site

- . good ___ruins _X_altered ___moved date of move
:?gfah ——— unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource
various elements as it exists today. .

SEE ATTACHED

and its



8. Significance Survey No. CARR-1579

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below )

___prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

—__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic — conservation — law —__science

. 1500-1599 ___ agriculture - economics — literature — sculpture

___1600-1699 _ X architecture — education — military —__social/

_X 17001799 ___ art ___engineering ___ music ' humanitarian

—“1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —theater

— 1900~ —__ communications — industry —_ politics/government = __._ transportation
— invention — other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Griteria: _A B XC _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geﬂ@ral statement of history and
‘support. \

SEE ATTACHED




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No, CARR-1579
Jonathan Plowman Will, Balto., Co., 5-333, 8 April 1794

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 5.03% A.

Westminster Quadrangle scale 1:24000

Quadrangle name
UTM References Jo NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Kenneth M. Short, Historic Planner

organization Carroll County Planning & Develop. date May 25, 1999

street & number 225 North Center Street telephone (4 10) 386-2145
city or town Westminster state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Tru

Shaw House DHCP/DHCD
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Annapolis Maryland 21401 ~powNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023
514-7600
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey No. CARR-1579
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM

Description Section 7 Page 1

The Plowman Farm is located at the northeast corner of the intersections of Leisters
Church Road and Gorsuch Road, northeast of Westminster in northeastern Carroll County,
Maryland. The only surviving structure on the farm is a rubble stone spring house. It is a 1%
story structure with large quoins at the corners and a gable roof of inverted-v-seam metal with an
east-west ridge. The stonework has been partially repointed and there is evidence of rough
casting on top of the original pointing. The west elevation has a doorway on the lower story with
a small doorway set above it. The door frames are sash-sawn and have lapped joints. The south
elevation, on the lower story, has a window opening with a framed vent that had horizontal bars.
On the east elevation the lower story has a window opening. The north elevation is not accessible
due to growth. The plates are hewn and project west on the west face of the building about 6 to
8 inches. They could have projected much farther and been cut off.

The lower story is plastered. The ceiling has circular-sawn lath with plaster. The floor is
still dirt. The upper story joists are sawn. They are 3 by 6's, but it is not possible to see any clear
saw marks. The rafters are sawn. Most appear to be mitered, but several are pegged at the ridge.
The rafter ends lap over the plate, and the ends are not tapered, as is common, but have wider
knobs. It appears that there are wood beams set in the stone end walls that project out above the
plate to help hold it place.

There is a foundation for a small house that was apparently brick and had some
whitewash. It is located east of the spring house. The house apparently had a fireplace at the
north end. There is also a foundation for a bank barn to the east of the house. There are the
remains of some hewn timbers around the foundation of the barn. There was reportedly a
cemetery on the farm, but it’s exact location is not known at present. The farm is scheduled for
development and the stone spring house is threatened with demolition.

Contributing resources - 1




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey No. CARR-1579
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM

Significance Section 8 Page 1

The Plowman Farm is currently being developed as part of Trident Acres, and only one
building survives on the farm, a stone spring house. This building is threatened with demolition in
the near future as the development continues to spread across the landscape. Little is known of
the history of the farm, and unfortunately in-depth research would uncover nothing on the last
remaining structure. This farm was apparently part of the extensive land holdings of Jonathan
Plowman, and after his death in 1795 it was willed to Ianthea Plowman, the four-year old
daughter of Jonathan’s deceased son, Richard Plowman. Ianthea’s mother Ruth would have
control of the farm until her daughter reached age sixteen. Whether the spring house stood at that
time or was added in the first half of the nineteenth century is not clear, as there is little to the
building with which to confidently date it. It seems likely that the building was built before c.
1850. Itis a good example of an increasingly rare type. The roof has had some changes, and
probably originally had an overhang to shelter the doorways. There was also likely a stairway
under this overhang leading to the upper story door. Examples of this can be seen at the John
Hiner Farm (CARR-115) and the Smith Family Farm (CARR-1551).

Geographic Organization:
Piedmont

Chronological/Developmental Periods:
Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870

Historic Period Themes:
Architecture

Resource Type:
Rural Vernacular
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