MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Property Name:  Buchheister Farm Inventory Number:  N/A R; ’73"37

Address: 700 block of Watkins Park Dr. Corner of Watkins Park Dr./Oak Grove Rd. Prince Georee's Co.. MD 2677

Owner:  James Buchheister et al. P O. Box 741, Upper Marlboro,. MD 20772

Tax Parcel Number: 113 Tax Map Number: 76

Project MD 193 Keverton Drive to MD 202 Agency  State Highwav Admimistranon (SHA)
Sitc visit bv SHA Staff. __ no X ves Name: Heather Confer Date: 6/21/99

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not rccommended _X

Cnteri __A__ B _C__D Considerations: _ A __ B __C _D _E _F __G X None
Is property located within a historic district”: X no __ ves  Name of District:

Is district listed”: X no __ ves

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files

Dcscription of PrOpC[‘t‘\' and Eligibilit}: Determunation: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photos

The Buchheister Farm. established ¢. 1942 according to Mr. Peter Buchheister, sits at the corner of Watkins Park
Drive and Oak Grove Road. It consists of a two story T-plan farmhouse, a gable root barn. a small gable roof
building. and a large shed as well as small structures not clearly visible withun the fenced back vard. The side-gabled
house faces Watkins Park Drive and has wide overhanging eaves with exposed rafter tails. A small gable breaks the
roofline at the center of the main fagade. A screened-in front porch extends along much of the first floor. The T-
section extends to the west with a small lean-to addtion on the south fagade. Windows throughout are double hung
aluminum frame with decorative wooden shutters. The backyard of the house 1s surrounded by a high wooden fence
concealing a swimming pool and at least one small gable roof structure. The agricultural outbuildings are west of the
house across a large gravel area. The gable roof bam has vertical board siding and parallels the house to the southwest
with a small gable roof shed in front of it. A large equipment shed has the same vertical wooden siding and 1s located
directly behind the house and northeast of the barn.

Development in the area around MD 193 and Oak Grove Road dates from the early eighteenth century. Roads were
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constructed to connect towns with parish churches and chapels. Oak Grove Road and MD 193 connected St. Barnabas'
at Leeland. established ¢. 1706, with the road to Upper Marlboro. Tobacco was the crop of choice in southern
Manvland with Prince George's County being one of the five southern Marvland countics that formed the heart of
Marvland's tobacco-growing region. The nature of tobacco cultivation encouraged scattered settlement rather than
town development. Several plantations including Chelsea (PG 73-18), Perrywood (PG 79-38). Woodlawn (PG 79-37).
and Bowieville (74A-1%) were built in the vicinty of St. Bamabas' Church. With the decline in tobacco production i
the twentieth century. land owners sold off extra acreage. Many of the homes and propertics changed hands at lcast
once berveen 1900 and 1930, In more recent vears. large tracts of land have been increasingly subdivided tor housing
developments. taking advantage of the relatively short commuting distance to Washinton DC The Pernwood and Oak
Grove developmenits near the junction of MD 193 and Oak Grove are evidence of suburban encroachment into this
once rural agramnaa arca.

Bearing no known association to significant historic cvents or persons, this property is not cligible under Criterien A o
B. It docs not distinctively embody characteristics of a type. period. or method of construction. and 1s therefore not
cligible under CriterionC. The property was asscssed as having a low potential to vield anv archeological information.
rerdering it not ¢ligible under Criterion D. Therefore. this cluster of buildings. while t1 pical of small twentieth centun
agricultural operations. is not National Register eligible. '
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" RESERVATION VISION 2000; THE MARYLAND PLAN
STATEWIDE HISTORIC CONTEXTS

[

Geographic Region
Eastern Shore

Western Shore

(all Eastern Shore counties. and Cecil

(Anne Arundel. Calvert. Charles.

Prince George's and St. Mary's)

Piedmount

(Baltimore Citv. Baltimore. Carroll.

Frederick. Harford. Howard. Montgomery

Western Maryland

Chronological/Developmental Periods:

Rural Agrarian Intensification
Agricultural-Industrial Transition
Industrial/Urban Dominance
Modern Period

Unknown Prehistoric

Unknown Historic

Historic Period Themes:

Agnculture

Architecture. Landscape Architecture
and Comununity Planning

Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
Government/Law

Military

Religion

Social Educational/Cultura

Transportation

V. Resource Type:

Category: Buildings

Historic environment;

Historic Function(s) and Use(s):

(Allegany. Garrett and Washington)

A.D. 1680-1815
A.D. 1815-1870
A.D. 1870-1930
A.D. 1930- Present

Rural, Suburban

Residential.

Agrnicultural

Known Design Source:

None
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PG:73- A7

Buchheister Farm
Northwest corner of Watkins Park Drive (MD 193) and Oak Grove Road

Lanham quadrangle
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