WI-258 c. 1880-1890
Thomas J. Truitt House

Salisbury

Private

Architectural details place the construction of this tee-shaped Gay Street house during the
third quarter of the nineteenth century, probably around 1880-90. The asymmetrical front
elevation, the two-story pavilion, the turned post front porch, and the extended eaves with
stick brackets are common features for houses erected during the last decades of the
nineteenth century.

The land record research on this house and lot indicates the Truitt family owned the
property from March 1919 until October 1984. In March 1919 the house was moved
from its original site on North Division to the east end of the same lot owned by St. Peter’s
Protestant Episcopal Church. An article that appeared on March 27 stated,

Mr. Thomas J. Truitt has purchased from the Vestry of St. Peters Church the house
and lot located on Gay street. This is the house which formerly stood on Division
street and was moved back to occupy its present site. The lot purchased Mr. Truitt
is about sixty-five feet or. Gay street exterding back around one hundred and
seventy-five feet. We understand Mr. Truit: will make further improvements in the
property to occupy it as a residence.

Thomas J. Truitt advertised in the same paper his cemetery monument business, stating
that he was a “manufacturer of FINE ITALIAN STATUARY.” He also imported a host of
monuments, headstones, tablets, vaults, and cemetery lot enclosures. His business was

located on East Church Street.

The St. Peter’s P. E. Church vestry had owned this parcel since 1873, when
Benjamin Parsons stated in his will, “Also I give and devise to said Vestry for the use of St.
Peters Church in Salisbury, the Lot of ground in the rear and east of the Parsonage Lot.”
While a parsonage or rectory can be documented as early as the 1850s on the Division
Street lot, the architectural details of the dwzlling at 306 Gay Street indicate it was erected

several decades later.




MARYLAND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION

RESOURCE NAME: Thomas J. Truitt House

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER: WI-258

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture

Religion
2. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore
3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Industrial-Urban Dominance
1870-1930
4. Resource Type(s): Single-family dwelling

Former rectory




Survey No.

WI-258
. . MARYLAND INVENTORY OF vagi To.

Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _no
1 - Name (indicate preferred name)
historic Thomas J. Truitt House
and/or common St. Peter's Church Rectory
2. Location
street & number 306 Gay Street ___not for publication
city, town Salisbury ___ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Wicomico
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public ____occupied ___ agriculture —___ museum
_X_ building(s) _x_private ____ unoccupied ____ commercial ___ park
__ structure — both _ work in progress — educational _x private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment X religious

___object —__in process —_yes: restricted —__ government ____ scientific

being considered —_yes: unrestricted — industrial ___ transportation
_xnot applicable ___no ___ military ___ other:

4. owner Of Prﬂperty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Darryl J. McJilton and Debra D. Baker
street & number 306 Gay Street telephone no.:
city, town Salisbury state and zip code MD 21801

5. Location of Legal Description

Map 107, P. 797

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 1350
street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio o7
city, town Salisbury state MD 21801

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title

date — federal ____state ___ county ___ local

sposltory for survey records

city, town state




7. Description 5 Survey No. WI-258

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent ——deteriorated ____ unaltered x original site

_ % good —__ ruins _X aitered ___moved date of move
— fair —___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Thomas J. Truitt house, also known as the Protestant Episcopal Church rectory,
stands at 306 Gay Street in the center of the Newtown historic district in Salisbury,
Wicomico County, Maryland. The two-story, tee-shaped frame house faces east with the
principal gable roof oriented on a north/south axis. This house was relocated to this site
in March 1919 from its original site on North Division Street.

Estimated to date around 1880-90, the two-story, three-bay frame house is
supported on a low brick foundation, and the exterior is clad with a combination of plain
weatherboards and fishscale shingles. The steeply pitched gable roofs are covered with
slate shingles. Piercing the roofline are narrow single flue brick stove chimneys.

The east (main) elevation is an asymmetrical three-bay facade with a projecting
cross-wing of the tee-plan house facing the street. The two-story, gable-front wall is
dominated by a two-story, three-sided bay pierced by single-pane sash windows on each
floor. Between the first and second floors the pavilion is sheathed with fishscale
shingles. The top of the pavilion is covered by a cross-gabled shed roof, and decorative
brackets enrich the soffit of each corner. The gable end is covered with fishscale
shingles, and center in the wall is a replacement attic window. The edge of the roof is
finished with an extended eave and open soffits.

The entrance is sheltered by a single-story turned post porch with a turned
baluster handrail. The partially glazed door is topped by a two-pane transom, and the
adjacent bay is filled with a single-pane sash window. The second floor is lighted by
two single-pane sash windows.

The north wall is a single bay deep with a single-pane sash window on the first
and second floors. The gable end is covered with fishscale shingles and pierced by a
replacement window. The extended eave features a stick bracket at the base of the roof.

The south side of the tee-shaped house is four bays across with single-pane sash
windows lighting the first and second floors.

The interior was not seen.



8. Significance Survey No. WI-258

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ____ landscape architecture X __ religion
—.— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___ conservation — law —_sclence
1500-1599 ____ agriculture - economics —literature — sculpture
—_1600-1699 _X_architecture __ education —_ military ____social/
—1700-1799 ___ art —__engineering — muslc humanitarian
X 1800-1899 ____ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy - theater
— 1900~ —___ communications —industry — politics/government ____ transportation
_—___invention . other (specity)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B 4C D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _ D _E _F G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state _ylocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.
Architectural details place the construction of this tee-shaped Gay Street house during the

third quarter of the nineteenth century, probably around 1880-90. The asymmetrical front
elevation, the two-story pavilion, the turned post front porch, and the extended eaves with
stick brackets are common features for houses erected during the last decades of the
nineteenth century.

The land record research on this house and lot indicates the Truitt family owned the
property from March 1919 until October 1984. In March 1919 the house was moved from
its original site on North Division to the east end of the same lot owned by St. Peter’s
Protestant Episcopal Church. An article that appeared on March 27 stated,

Mr. Thomas J. Truitt has purchased from the Vestry of St. Peters Church the house
and lot located on Gay street. This is the house which formerly stood on Division
street and was moved back to occupy its present site. The lot purchased Mr. Truitt
is about sixty-five feet on Gay street extending back around one hundred and
seventy-five feet. We understand Mr. Truitt will make further improvements in the
property to occupy it as a residence.’'

The vestry had owned this parcel since 1873, when Benjamin Parsons stated in his will,
“Also I give and devise to said Vestry for the use of St. Peters Church in Salisbury, the Lot
of ground in the rear and east of the Parsonage Lot While a parsonage or rectory can be
documented as early as the 1850s on the Division Street lot, the architectural details of the
dwelling at 306 Gay Street indicate it was erected several decades later.

The house is a significant example of a mid-size late nineteenth century dwelling
with much of its original exterior fabric intact.

The property deserves listing in Category A.

' Salisbury Advertiser, March 27, 1919.

> Wicomico County Will Book, WB 111/120, proved 20 June 1873.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-258

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale
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11. Form Prepared By
name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian
organization Private Consultant date 3/29/98
street & number P. O. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094
Westover state Maryland 21871

city or town

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.
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WI-258

Thomas J. Truitt House

306 Gay Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland
Chain of title

Map 107, Parcel 797

1350/67 Todd W. Stringer
Dana M. Stringer

to

Darryl J. Mclilton
Debra D. Baker

1039/367 Russell Homer Lawson
to
6/28/1985 Todd W. Stringer

Dana M. Stringer

AJ S 1024/174 May Hatton Truitt, et al. (Ruth Truitt vanHulsteyn,
widow of the City of Baltimore)
to
10/12/1984 Russell Homer Lawson

Being the same property that was conveyed to May
Hatton Truitt, widow (who died March 20, 1958)
Ruth vanHulsteyn, widow, May H. Truitt, single and
Helen Truitt (later Helen Truitt Lawson, who died
October 27, 1945)




WI-285 254 Page 2
Thomas J. Truitt House

306 Gay Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title continued

272/371 Myrtle McDaniel, single
1o
10/27/1945 Lydia May Hatton Truitt, Helen A. Truitt, Ruth Truitt

vanHulsteyn, May Hatton Truitt

272/370 May Hatton Truitt, widow
to
10/27/1945 Myrtle McDaniel
JCK 112/310 Vestry and Warden of Salisbury Parish of the
Protestant Episcopal Church
[{e]
3/19/1919 May Hatton Truitt, widow

Thomas J. Truitt

Salisbury Advertiser, March 27, 1919

Mr. Thomas J. Truitt has purchased from the Vestry of St. Peters Church the houss and
lot located on Gay street. This is the house which formerly stood on Division street and
was moved back to occupy its present site. The lot purchased by Mr. Truitt is about
sixty-five feet on Gay street extending back around one hundred and seventy-five feet.
We understand Mr. Truitt will make further improvements in the property ot occupy it
as a residence. The Division street lot belonging to the Vestry adjoining the property of
Mr. R. D. Grier and having a frontage of 55 feet on Division and extending back at least
one hundred and seventy five feet, will be sold by the Vestry at the first opportunity. It
is understood tha several customers are now looking at this property with a view of
purchasing it. It is one of the most desirable lots on Division St.




WI-258 Page 3
Thomas J. Truitt House

306 Gay Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title continued

WB 111/120 Last Will and Testament of Benjamin Parsons
Proved
6/20/1873 Item 5 1 give and devise to the Vestry of Spring Hill

Parish of the P. E. Church for the use of St. Peter’s Church
Salisbury my lot of Ground in Wicomico county on the
road to Laurel Delaware from Salisbury where my family
burying ground is, reserving the following part thereof to
wit; the grave yard now enclosed to be extended thirty

feet westward and northward and southward until it is
ninety feet wide and eastwaid to the County Road, for
gravevard purposes, and the same to be free fro the use of
said Church if the Vestry so desires

Item 5 Codicil No. 4

I give to the Vestry as aforesaid and for uses as aforesaid
the sum of six hundred dollars in money to be paid by my
executors to said Vestry. Also I give and devise to said
Vestry for the use of St. Peters Church in Salisbury, the
Lot of ground in the rear and east of the Parsonage Lot,

It being the same lot that I purchased from the Vestry

of Spring Hill Parish
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Thomas J. Truitt House

306 Gay Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title continued

TF, Jr. 2/115 Benjamin Parsons and Martha Parsons
to
8/23/1869 John White and others, Vestrymen of Spring Hill Parish

(Benjamin Parsons, John White, William Waller, George
Waller, Milton Parsons, Thomas F. J. Rider, William H.
Farrington, John E. Harris)

$450 ...it being a part of Ground a part of the purchase
made from James M. Fooks dated 8 May 1856
joining the Episcopal Church parsonage on the
East for said Ground beginning at the South
East side & corner of the E. P. Lot running
Parson’s line Easterly 245 feet to the Street
intended to be opened thereon Northerly with
said Street 54 feet thence Westerly to the S. E.
corner or near by Parson’s old barn




306 Gay St.
Salisbury, Md,

Dec. 15, 1977

Dear Mary:

I have made the effort and have at last found out some
history of our house (306 Gay St.) It was the rectery of St. Peter's
Church, and was located on North Division Street, where the Webb house

from Division

stands now, beside your home. In March, 1919 it was moved back/to St .,
Gay Street and turned around so that it faces Gay Street, iy father
bought the house on March 19, 1919, and we have lived in it every since.
There is a record of the deed in the Wicomico County Court House.

I went to the Maryland Room in the Wicomico “ounty Library
and found the following in Polly White Burnett's book "A Bi-centennial
Anniversary History of Saint feters' Church, Salisbury, Maryland" on page
14 . "When the Rev, “illiam Fulton arrived in the Parish in December 1869
he and his large family moved into a Parish-owned rectery on Division St.
near FParson's Alley. The carriage house in the rear had been converted
into a Parochial School". I do not know, and have not been able to find
out when the rectery was built, but it was in existance in 1869,
making it over 100 years old.

I have heard several very old people in Salisbury talk about
the school that was located about where our house stands now. i1t was moved
and is on the ppopeérty we own on the cornor of Kill & lsabella Streets.

It is over a hundred yrs. old and should be recorded as one of the old
buildings in Salisbury.

Helen and I are amnxious that this history be recorded in the

7 rely %//W\éé

May H. Truitt

gi;en H. Lawson
é%f#/%—

proper place in the Newtown Association,
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