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The Pier building in Ocean City has been a long-time site of

entertainment along the resort's boardwalk. The extant two-story, nine-

bay by five-bay frame building is enhanced by tapered pilasters that define
the corners of the structure as well as the principal elevation. As the
only Atlantic coast resort in Maryland, Ocean City's Colonial Revival pier
building is a rare example of entertainment-related seaside architecture.
Although the buillding no longer provides the space for dancing on the
second floor, it serves commercial interests for various shops on the first
floor. For security measures the first floor shop fronts have been altered

with the addition of metal tambour-style doors.

Erected around 1926, the current pier building stands in the same
location as the first pavilion, finished in July 1907. Fronting the entrance
to the city pier, the pavilions at this site have been a focal point for
entertainment and commercial activity since the early twentieth century.
Historic photographs of the boardwalk indicate the 1907 pavilion had a
long arched roof with large round arched windows lighting the first and
second floors. The completion of the first pier and pavilion was

announced 1in the Salisbury Advertiser on July 6, 1907,

One of the greatest improvements Ocean City has ever had is the big
ocean pier which is not completed and open to visitors. The new
building compares favorably with structures of this class as at any of
the larger seaside resorts and is a credit to the promotors and builders
who had the courage and energy necessary to organize and complete
an enterprise of this magnitude...A dancing pavilion, skating rink,
bowling alleys, pool room and refreshment booths are also provided and

will no doubt be liberally patronized. The project promises to be a
success.
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The 1907 pier building lasted until December 1925 when fire destroyed the
Atlantic and Seaside hotels as well as the pier pavilion. Shortly

afterwards the extant building was erected to serve the same needs.
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Survey No,

WO0-327
. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1 a Name {indicate preferred name)
historic PIER BUILDING OR PAVILION
and/or common
2. Location
street & number The Boardwalk ____not for pubiication
city, town Ocean City _____vicinity of congressionai district First
state Maryland county Worcester
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_district ____public £ occupied —___ agriculture — __ museum
% building(s) _X private - unoccupied X commercial — park
— structure ____ both —work in progress ____ educationai _____private residence
- site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
- object — in process £ yes: restricted _____government —_ scientific
— being considered _____yes: unrestricted industriai ____ transportation
_X not applicable — no ____ military ____ other:

4- OWI‘Ier Of PrOPerty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Buddy Jenkins, leasee
street & number Newport Farm telephone no.:
city, town Berlin state and zip code MD 21811

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk of Court liber
street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio
city, town Maryland state

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

titie

date —federai ___ state __ county ____ locai

i

‘pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. WO0-327

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent ____ deteriorated ____ unaltered 2 original site

_* good —___ruins _* _altered ____moved date of move
___fair —___unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Ocean City Pier building is a large two-story rectangular frame
structure that stands at the entrance to the municipal pier in the heart of
Ocean City, Worcester County, Maryland. The building faces west and 1is
covered by a low pitched hip roof.

Built around 1926, the two-story, nine-bay by five-bay rectangular
frame building is surrounded by a poured concrete boardwalk, and it 1is
sheathed with weatherboard siding. A parapet wall disguises the low
pitched hip roof that covers the structure.

The west (main) elevation is a nine-bay facade with pairs of tapered
pilasters defining each bay. The first floor has been altered with the
introduction of sliding metal garage-style tambour doors. An original
hanglng awning, however, supported by chains attached to each pilaster,
remains in place. The second floor is marked by boarded over window
openings. The windows behind the advertisements are nine-over-nine sash
with narrow three-pane windows above. Finishing the top of the two-story
structure is a classical entablature.

The north and south sides of the pier building have been altered on
the first floor with the addition of board advertisements covering the
original window openings. Under the signage large-size nine-over-nine sash
windows are topped by three-pane transom windows.

The east elevation has been altered with the addition of an
amusement park between the pier building and the fishing pier.

The interior was not seen.
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8- Significance Survey No. WO0-327

E

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture religion
— 14001499 _ archeology-historic —_ conservation —_law —_ Science
- - 1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics — literature ___ sculpture
—1600-1699 X __ architecture — education —— military — _ social/
— 1700-1799 ____ art — engineering — ___ music humanitarian
— 18001899 x commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater
_ % 1900- ____ communications ____industry —__ politics/government ____ transportation
_____invention —_ other (specity)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: = A B X D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _A _ B _C D E F G
Level of Significance: _ national  state X local

- - i ni— i i gl

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support,

The Piler building in Ocean City has been a long-time site of entertainment

along the resort's boardwalk. The extant two-story nine-bay by five-bay
frame pier building is enhanced by tapered pilasters that define the
corners of the building as well as the principal elevation. As the only
Atlantic coast resort in Maryland, Ocean City's boardwalk-sited pier

building is a rare example of entertaiment-related architecture. Although
the building no longer provides the night-time dancing on the second floor
that it once did, it serves commercial interests for various shops on the

first floor. For security measures the first floor shop fronts have been

altered with the addition of metal tambour doors.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT

Erected around 1926, the current pier building stands in the same
location as the first pavilion, finished in July 1907. Fronting the entrance
to the city pier, the pavilions at this site have been a focal point for
entertainment and commercial activity since the early twentieth century.
Historic photographs of the building indicate the large frame pavilion had a
long arched roof with large round arched windows lighting the first and
second floors. ‘W The completion of the first pier and pavilion was

announced in the Salisbury Advertiser on July 6, 1907,

One of the greatest improvements Ocean City has ever had is the big
ocean pier which is now completed and open to visitors. The new
building compares favorably with structures of this class at any of the
larger seaside resorts and is a credit to the promotors and builders
who had the courage and energy necessary to organize and complete
an enterprise of this magnitude...A dancing pavilion, skating rink,
bowling alleys, pool room and refreshment booths are also provided and

will no doubt be liberally patronized. The project promises to be a
success.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References dJo NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural

Historian

organization Worcester County

date 2/26/90

street & number Worcester County Courthouse

telephone 6 32_ l l 94

city or town Snow H11ll

state ~MD 21863

M

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

jndividual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust

Shaw House
21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438
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OF ALL KINDS

«* This ia another line that we

mh'ptworkln.muﬂl“ s

" Remedies for Horses
Remedies for Cattie
e rnedies (o Hogn
Remedies for Poultry
Remedhes for Siwers

Remedies for Dogs

ALBO

Jetmedies for getting rid of In-
sects and animal pests abowt
the (Orchard, Garden, Mesdow

Barayard.

®

Come right to us for goods of
this olass. We tey 0 kuow
what we are selling and take
every precaution against handl-
ing any remedies that are unre-
ilable, harmful or of imagibary
valoe
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One of the greatest improvements
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interest but due oare has been eser-
olsed to provide for the cosafort, con-
venienoce and safety of patrons par-
ticulazly those accompanied by amall
ohildren as the entire bailding is not
only enclosed by a waist high railing,
but is rendered doubly sscure by the
adlitios of stout wiring, making it
practically impossible fer children 0
pass throush. Large space- has also
besa reserved for the use of the gen.
eral pabdlic and free tables and chaire
are also provided for families o¢ part.
ies who wish to take their lanch with
shom and enjoy the o000l sea breeses
aad good music which is also fur-
nigshed by tbhe masagement. Besides
the attraction which the Ocean satar-
ally affords exocelleat fishing is fuund
from off the pier and {s much indal.
ged in, somc tecord oatohers being
msde. A dancing pavilion, skating
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refreshments booths are also provided
and will »o doadt be liberally patroai.-
sed. The project
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Death of Mrs. Roberts.
mum Roberts, wife of Mr.
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themeelves 00 ‘vote against
every oasdidater who shall i any

wise cosntenance the us of money ln

the primary election. A nember of
oitisens of character bhave

is hoped that it will

crop. There is no
Demoorate s
ﬂcht and it the
d al ocustom
ty bave lndo s
long nﬂdo toward the goal of
oun.-lunt News.

The above suggestion is a most ex.
oslleat one, and sheald be sbocouraged
by all thoss who have the begt inter-
ests of the Democratioc party at heart
We are more than sure that the Peo-
ple’s wing of the party will co-opee-
ate with all thoee ocitisfhe in the
ocounty remardiess of faction, who
really desire 10 see honest poiitios and
to have falr and peaceful Demooratio
primaries. Bul there 1s another eovil
being practiced in our demooratio pri-
maries that is eqeally as demotalising
and detrimental t0 the sucoess of the
Democratioc party as is the use of act-
ual cash in primary ocontests. It fs
that Republivans are permitted to
vote in Demooratioc primaries. It {s
safe to say that at least 300 Repabli.

ptomil.'l to bolm people never recognised as Dem-

|vcrats, were allowsd to vote ia the
recent primaries, and nearly svery ome
of these votes was thrown (o the oe-
ganisstion. It is just as demoralising
fora man 60 perjuars himaslf to be

Qobnrh died at ber home | what every one recogaises him not to
on Popelar 'Hill Ave., early Mooday | be, and It is equally as Gemoraiising

mornisg. Mrs. Roberts was a Miss | 624 corrapting for men of standin
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