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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mount Zion one-room school is located on the east side of Church
Street, south of Ironshire Street, between the elementary and high schools,
in Snow Hill, Worcester County, Maryland.

The school, built about 1859, is approximately 31 feet by 22 feet
with an 11 1/2-foot ceiling. Three windows on either side with six-over-
six sash are protected by two-paneled wooden shutters hung on iron hinges.
The door of five horizontal panels once opened into a vestibule, according
to a former teacher now in her nineties. Some of the original hooks for
clothing are still there, but shelves for lunch pails were built above them
in the restoration of the building, as well as a corner shelf for the
water bucket. A new floor with teacher's platform was laid at the time
the building was moved from the Mount Zion neighborhood. The interior is
finished throughout with tongue and grooved wood painted gray.

Among the furnishings are the recitation bench where children recited
their lessons, the pot-bellied stove, double desks, and pictures of
Washington and Lincoln. Of interest is a child's single desk built for
a little girl in the northern end of the county, probably in the 1860's.
On the shelves are lunch pails (dinner bails), slates both single and
double, mementoes of the early school days, and many school books dating
as far back as the mid-1850's. Two brass oil lamps from an early country
store have been electrified. One window frame holds an old, bracket oil
lamp. For heating purposes the pot-bellied stove now burns gas; never-
theless, the coal hod stands nearby.

The following from Mr. Benjamin W. Nelson, Supervisor of Transporta-
tion and Purchasing for the Worcester County schools, is a description
of the moving of the school:

As a member of the Restoration Committee of Mt.
Zion One Room School, I supervised the moving of the
old school. The rafters had to be dropped in order for
the mover, Mr. Robert Bell of Fruitland, Maryland,
to get the building under wires on Route 354 and in the
town of Snow Hill. The building was transported on a
moving truck in October of 1959. . . . .

It was transported to the site between the Snow Hill
Elementary and High School and placed on a new foundation,
laid by Mr. Arthur Hickman. Once the building was in
place then the rafters were re-arranged and a new roof
placed on the building by Mr. Jack Taylor and his crew of
carpenters. Mr. Hickman ran the new chimney and Charles
Jackson, James Hauck, Bryon Hauck and myself repaired the
floor, steps and built the platform. Volunteer painters
Wm. Livingston, Leon Timmons, Strayer Hancock and Tom
Dorman redid the wainscoting interior and the outside. . . .

The ceiling, walls and exterior and parts of the floor
were from the original building, and it was guite a task

to find matching materials. . . . .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Worcester County Teachers' Association selected the Mount Zion
one-room school for preservation as a representative example of the many
one-room schools that stood in the county from the middle of the 19th
century through the first several decades of the 20th. The building was
donated to the Association in 1959 and moved to its present site in
Enow Hill, the county seat.

The teachers of Worcester County knew that the one-room schools were
rapidly disappearing. In 1919-1920 there were thirty-five white and
eighteen black one-room schools in Worcester County. Today few of these
remain.

The following quotation from Dr. Paul Cooper, Superintendent of
Schools in 1959, explains the philosophy behind the one-room school:

The one-room school was the first concrete expression
of America's faith that every child should have an
opportunity to be educated - the faith that has made
American education unique in the world. It was an
invention suited to the time pPrior to modern methods
of transportation and characteristic of the ingenuity
of young America. children could not travel great
distances to school. Therefore, we would build a
school within reach of every child.

The Mount Zion School is maintained by the Worcester County Teachers
and Retired Teachers Associations aS a museum. It has been furnished by
volunteers as it was when in use. The old desks were donated by Somerset
County and the old pot-bellied stove came from Baltimore City.



Wo-11¢
nMAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Cooper, Paul, then Superintendent of Schools for Worcester County. Account
of Mt. Zion One-Room School. Maryland Teacher magazine, February 1961

Worcester County Board of Education files, Snow Hill, Maryland.

Account of Mt. Zion One-Room School in Maryland Reitred Teacher Association
News, March 1977, p. 17.

"Mount Zion One-Room School Museum." Daily Times, Salisbury, Maryland,
September 27, 1976,
[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
one acre

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
UTM REFERENCES

CL_[__IllllllllllllllJ Dll]llllllllllllll'

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE . CODE COUNTY CODE
EE1FORM PREPARED BY pmj
NAME / TITLE

Lottie Holston, Mabel Jones, Gladys Gibbons
orGanzaniomorcester county Retired Teachers Assocla. DATE

Worcester County Teachers Association May 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Market Street (301) 632-0761
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Snow Hill Maryland 21863

EEASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE ___ LOCAL ____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
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Mt. Zion School is a three-bay-deep, one-story, frame
structure sheathed with vertical boards and battens. The
entrance is on one gable and has a plain paneled door.

A chimney is located at the ridge of the other gable. It
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It is in good condition and stands to remind the school

children of the humble beginnings of the educational system.
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