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WI-313
Mezick House
Tyaskin
Private
The story-and-a-half log dwelling known as the Mezick house is a particularly unusual
structure for a nineteenth and twentieth century village in Wicomico County. While the
exact design inspiration for this house has not been recalled by area residents, its actual
construction around 1934 is well remembered. The logs were cut by Allan Mezick
himself, who financed construction of the house. Pealed of their bark, the round logs
were laid in saddle notches with the ends extending beyond the wall surfaces. The four
log walls were covered by a steeply pitched gable roof pierced by gabled dormers in
front and a large shed dormer to the rear.

The round log house was probably inspired by the rustic architecture of the
Adirondack camps or similar mountain lodges scattered across the United States.
Allan W. and Esther R. Mezick acquired this lot in the mid 1930s and financed
construction of the log house at that time. The building has remained essentially

unchanged since the mid 1930s and it contrasts distinctly with the other dwellings in

Tyaskin.




MARYLAND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION

RESOURCE NAME: Mezick Log House

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER: WI-313

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture

2. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore
3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Modern Period
4. Resource Type(s): Single-family dwelling

1930-




Survey No.

MARYLAND INVENTORY OF Wim31
. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust  HISTORIC PROPERTIES °
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes __no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Mezick Log House

and/or common

2. Location

street & number Tyaskin Road —___not for publication
city, town Tyaskin ___ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Wicomico
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____ district —__ public X __occupied ____agriculture —___ museum
—X bullding(s) X__ private ____unoccupied ____commercial —__park
— structure — both — work in progress — educational —x private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment ——_religious
- __ object ___inprocess X yes: restricted ___ government ___ scientific
— being considered ____yes: unrestricted ____industrial transportation
X not applicable ___po ___ military ___other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name David C. and Blanche J. Corkran
street & number 2246 Ridge Road telephone no.:
city, town Westminster state and zip code MD 21157

5. Location of Legal Description

Map 43, P. 48

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 856
street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 832
city, town Salisbury state MD 21801

6. Representation in Existing nuistorical surveys

title

date — federal ___ _state ___ county ___ local

posltory for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. WI-313

Condition Check one Check one

_ excellent __ deteriorated ___ unaltered __~_original site

—x good —__ruins 3¢ altered —__ moved date of move
— fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Mezick house stands on the east side of Tyaskin Road in the creek-side
village of Tyaskin, Wicomico County, Maryland. The story-and-a-half log house
faces west with the gable roof oriented on a north/south axis.

Built around 1934, the story-and-a-half round log house is supported by an
excavated cellar which has a brick veneer. The round logs are joined at the
corners with saddle notches, and the logs extend approximately a foot-and-a-half
beyond the side walls of the building. The log house is covered by a steeply
pitched asphalt shingle roof. Joining the house on the lot is a single-story frame
garage, and the yard is landscaped with mature trees and boxwood.

The west (main) facade is a three-bay elevation with the individual bays
filled with single six-over-six sash windows. The foundation is pierced by small
cellar windows. The steeply pitched gable roof features a pair of gable-roofed
dormers filled with six-over-six sash windows. The edge of the roof is finished
with exposed and undecorated rafter ends.

The north gable end of the log house is pierced by side entrance in the east
(right) bay and a six-over-six sash window in the west (left) bay. A smaller six-
over-six sash window is fixed in between the door and window, and an exterior
brick stove chimney rises against the gable end. A six-over-six sash window also
pierces the gable end.

The south gable end features an exterior brick chimney, and a shed roof
porch shelters the first floor.

The east (rear) wall is pierced by paired six-over-six sash windows to each
side of a center entrance. A large shed roofed dormer marks the roof slope.

The interior was not seen.



8. Significance Survey No. WI-313

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

. .1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation —law —___ science

R ,500-1599 ____ agriculture —___ economics — literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 _X architecture — education — military — soclal/

— 17001799 ____ art —__engineering — muslc humanitarlan

—1800-1899 ____ commerce —exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater

X 1900- ___ communications ____industry — politics/government  ____ transportation
_____invention - other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B X C D

and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.
The story-and-a-half log dwelling known as the Mezick house is a particularly unusual
structure for a nineteenth and twentieth century village in Wicomico County. While the
exact design inspiration for this house has not been recalled by area residents, its actual
construction around 1934 is well remembered. The logs were cut by Allan Mezick
himself, who financed construction of the house.(1) Pealed of their bark, the round logs
were laid in saddle notches with the ends extending beyond the wall surface. The four
log wall were covered by a steeply pitched gable roof pierced by gabled dormers in
front and a large shed dormer to the rear.

The round log house was probably inspired by the rustic camp architecture of

the Adirondack camps or similar mountain lodges scattered across the United States.
Allan W. and Esther R. Mezick acquired this lot in the mid 1930s and financed
construction of the log house at that time.(2) The building has remained essentially
unchanged since that time and contrasts distinctly with the other dwellings in Tyaskin.

1 Personal interview with Donald and Sarah Lee Brohawn, 7/12/1996.

2 Wicomico County Land Record, JWS 264/138, 9/21/1944, Wicomico County
Courthouse.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-313

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Private Consultant date 7/12/96

street & number P. 0. Box > telephone 410-651-1054

city or town Westover state Maryland 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
21 State Circ DHCP/DHCD
Annapolis ryland 21401 W00 COMMUNITY PLACE
(301) CWOWNSWLLE, MD 2)082-2027
TA.7AN

PS-2746



WI-313
Mezick Log House
Tyaskin Road

Tyaskin, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title

Map 43, Parcel 48

856/832

6/2/1976

AJ S 831/738

Y2/1975

JWTS 264/138

12/7/1962

Salvatore R. Zangi
Barbara E. Zangi

1o

David C. Corkran
Blanche J. Corkran

Myrtle C. Driscoll
to

Salvatore R. Zangi
Barbara E. Zangi

Thomas J. H. Mezick, et al. (Virginia B. Mezick,
Allan K. Mezick, Alma C. Mezick, Emnest M.
Larmore, Mattie C. Larmore

to

Richard F. Driscoll




WI-313

Mezick Log House
Tyaskin

Chain of title continued

JWS 264/138

9/21/1944

Page 2

Fannie E. Adkins
to

Allan W. Mezick
Esther R. Mezick

Item 1: being a part of the same land that was
conveyed unto Allan W. Mezick and Esther R.
Mezick by Fannie E. Adkins by Item 1 of deed
9/21/1944, JWS 264/138

Item 2: all that piece or parcel of land not binding

on the state road bounded on the north by the land
described in Item 1 bounded on the east by the

land now or formerly of Helen Edwards bounded on
the south by the Community Hall lot and bounded on
the west by a graveyard, and being part of the same
land of which Franklin B. Culver died seized and
possessed, and which by his Last Will and
Testament dated 3/5/1935, JAH 1/98, he devised unto
the said Mattie Culver Larmore, and being the same
land which the said Mattie Culver Larmore and
Ernest Larmore sold to Allan W. Mezick and Esther
R. Mezick, the said Allan W. Mezick and Esther R.
Mezick having died intestate before receiving a deed
therefor....




GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

> DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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WI-313
Mezick Log House

Wetipquin, Maryland Quadrangle
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