WI-271 Early 20th century, 1920
Old Wicomico News Building
Salisbury
Private
The three-story, English bond brick storefront with stone facings that frame the paired
window openings was erected in 1920 as part of an effort to redesign and enlarge an
early twentieth century law office. Classified under the Renaissance Revival, the
1920 facade included a large datestone above a heavy stone cornice featuring acanthus
decorated console brackets and a row of egg-and-dart molding. While the first floor
has been reworked, it originally included classical stone entrances and an elaborate first
floor frieze decorated with classical swags and urns. Small panels above the second and
third floor windows still survive with similar classical motifs. Despite the loss of
the first floor features, the building still retains a large percentage of it’s architectural
interest.

For a large portion of its existence, this building has housed a newspaper office.
In January 1920, the News Publishing Company of Salisbury purchased what was then
known as the Woodcock & Webb building with plans to remodel and enlarge the former
law office. A few months prior, the News Publishing Company had been organized
following the acquisition of the Brewington Bros. Co., which had published the
Wicomico News since 1887. On January 15, 1920, a short article in the Wicomico News

verified the construction plans by stating:

At the rear of their recently purchased three story brick building the News




WI-27]

Page 2

Publishing Company will erect a brick addition with a frontage on Camden

Street. This addition will cover the entire rear of the Woodcock & Webb lot

and will be about 26 feet wide and 76 feet deep. The entire addition and the

ground floor of the present building, which fronts Main Street, will be

occupied by the News Publishing company in its newspaper and job printing

business.

Preparations for the relocation of the newspaper office and printing room were
stretched over the next six months with occupation planned for the summer. The
Wicomico News was assembled and printed in this building until the late 1930s, when it
was acquired by the Brush-Moore Newspapers, Inc. of Canton, Ohio, and merged with
the Salisbury Times. The Salisbury Times and Wicomico News, and later, the Salisbury

Times and Shoreman’s Daily, were written and printed here until a new newspaper office

was built in the mid 1950s.
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1. Name

{indicate preferred name)

historic Wicomico News Building

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 110 West Main Street

—__not for publication

clty, town Salisbury ___ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Wicomico
- - -

3. Classification
Category Ownership atus Present Use

district public ____occupied —___ agriculture — _ museum
" building(s) _xz_ private ____unoccupied —x commercial . park
— structure _ both —_ work in progress — educational ___ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment —_ religious
- __ object ____inprocess X yes: restricted —__ government ___ scientific

being considered —__ yes: unrestricted —_industrial transportation
_x not applicable ___no —__ military ___ other:

4. Owner of Property (sive names and

mailing addresses of all owners)

Peninsula Bank

name
street & number P. 0. Box 219 telephone no.:
city, town Princess Anne state and zip code MD 21853
5. Location of Legal Description
Map 107, p. 1051
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 1264
street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 189
city, town Salisbury state MD 21801
6. Representation in Existing =sistorical surveys
title
date —__federal _____state ___ county ___ local
2pository for survey records
city, town state




7. Description Survey No. WI-271

Condition Check one eck one

— excellent ____deteriorated ___ unaltered ____ original site

_* good ___ruins % altered ___moved date of move
— fair —___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and-a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The old Wicomico News Building, now owned by Peninsula Bank and housing its
administrative offices, is a three-story, two-bay brick commercial block located at

110 West Main Street on the Downtown Plaza of Salisbury, Wicomico County,
Maryland. The building faces north with contemporaneous commercial block flanking it
on each side.

Estimated to date to the first decade of the twentieth century, the core structure of
the Wicomico News Building was enlarged and restyled in 1920 and documented to that
year with a datestone fixed at the top of the wall surface. The West Main Street elevation
is reflective of the Renaissance Revival style. The first floor has been reworked to suit a
modern office space, whereas the second and third floors remain essentially unaltered.
The front brick wall is laid in English bond with twp pairs of window openings on the
second and third floors. The windows are framed by wide stone facings and a heavy
stone mullion that divides the nine-over-one sash windows. Fixed above each set of
windows is a decorative center panel. A carved urn and scroll motif in classical form is
featured in each panel. Nine-over-one replacement windows have been introduced on the
second floor, while the original nine-over-one sash remain on the third floor. The entire
window bay is distinguished by slight projection in the brick wall surface .

The top of the wall is finished with a large stone entablature below a capped
parapet. Large foliated consoles are fixed under the cornice. Stretching across the
entablature below the consoles is an egg-and-dart molding. A plain frieze finishes the
entablature composition. The 1920 datestone is centered above the entablature.

The east side elevation is obscured by the adjacent commercial block, and there is
a narrow alley on the west side.

The interior was not seen.



8. Significance

Survey No. WIi-271

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
. 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation — law —___ science
- 1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics —_literature __ sculpture
—1600-1699 _ X architecture — education — military — social/
—1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering — muslc humanitarian
1800-1899 __X commerce —__ exploration/settiement ___ philosophy ___ theater
X 1900- —___ communications _industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention ____ other (specify)
Specific dates 1920 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: B xC
and/or
Applicable Exception: B _C ] E F G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

News verified the construction plans by stating:

The three-story, English bond brick storefront with stone facings that frame the paired
window openings was erected in 1920 as part of an effort to redesign and enlarge a
early twentieth century law office. Classified under the Renaissance Revival, the

1920 facade included a large datestone above a heavy stone cornice featuring acanthus
decorated console brackets and a row of egg-and-dart molding. While the first floor

has been reworked, it originally included classical stone entrances and an elaborate first
floor frieze decorated with classical swags and urns. Small panels above the second and
third floor windows still survive with similar classical motifs. Despite the loss of

the first floor features, the building still retains a large percentage of its architectural

interest.

Due to the intact nature of the second and third floor features, this building
qualifies for listing in Category B, which identifies buildings that should be preserved
since they exhibit good architectural details and contribute to the overall historic sense of

the district.

For a large portion of its existence, this building has housed a newspaper office.
In January 1920, the News Publishing Company of Salisbury purchased what was then
known as the Woodcock & Webb building with plans to remodel and enlarge the former
law office.(1) A few months prior, the News Publishing Company had been organized
following the acquisition of the Brewington Bros. Co., which had published the
Wicomico News since 1887.(2) On January 15, 1920, a short article in the Wicomico

At the rear of their recently purchased three story brick building the News
Publishing Company will erect a brick addition with a frontage on Camden
Street. This addition will cover the entire rear of the Woodcock & Webb lot
and will be about 26 feet wide and 76 feet deep. The entire addition and the

ground floor of the present building, which fronts Main Street, will be

occupied by the News Publishing company in its newspaper and job printing

business.(3)

(Continued)
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Private Consultant date 4/6/96
street & number P. O. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094
clty or town Westover state Maryland 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.
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SIGNIFICANCE
8.1 Wicomico News Building, WI-271
West Main Street
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Preparations for the relocation of the newspaper office and printing room were
stretched over the next six months with occupation planned for the summer. The
Wicomico News was assembled and printed in this building until the late 1930s when it
was acquired by the Brush-Moore Newspapers, Inc. of Canton Ohio, and merged with the
Salisbury Times.(4) The Salisbury Times and Wicomico News, and later, the Salisbury
Times and Shoreman’s Daily, was written and printed here until a new newspaper office
was built in the mid 1950s.(5)

1 Wicomico County Land Record, JCK 117/124, January 29, 1920, Wicomico County
Courthouse, Salisbury, Maryland.

2 Preston, Dickson J. Newspapers of Maryland’s Eastern Shore. Queenstown and
Centreville: Queen Anne Press and Tidewater Publishers, 1986, p. 249.

3 Wicomico News, January 15, 1920, (Wicomico County Free Library).
4 Preston, p. 180.

5 Preston, p. 249.




WI-271

Wicomico News Building

West Main Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title
1264/189 Margaret O. Gaskill
to
9/11/1991 Peninsula Bank
Property survey of Clement I. and Margaret O. Gaskill
7/15/1957 JWTS 427/37
MSB 1208/651 First National Bank of Maryland
to
2/6/1990 Margaret O. Gaskill
MSB 1130/416 Robert D. Faw, Clement M. Gaskill, and John W. T. Webb
Personal Representatives of Clement I. Gaskill
to
12/1/1987 First National Bank
Item No. 2, Undivided V2 interest
JWTS 785/247 Betty N. Bounds
to
2/26/1973 Clement I. Gaskill

Margaret O. Gaskill
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Wicomico News Building

West Main Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title continued

785/244 Clement I. Gaskill
Margaret O. Gaskill

to

2/26/1973 Betty N. Bounds
Whereas by certain deeds dated 5/14/1962 in JWTS 546/23
Clement I. Gaskill acquired in his individual name absolute
fee simple title

JWTS 546/25 Janice A. Culver
to
5/14/1962 Clement I. Gaskill
JWTS 546/23 Clement I. Gaskill
to
5/14/1962 Janice A. Culver
JWTS 436/152 Brush-Moore Newspapers, Inc. of Ohio
to
7/23/1957 Clement I. Gaskill

Margaret O. Gaskill
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Wicomico News Building

West Main Street

Salsibury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title continued

IDT 203/554 Richard P. Curtiss
Guivevere Clarkson Curtiss
to
9/1/1937 Brush-Moore Newspapers, Inc.
the courses and distances given herein and taken from

a plat of survey made for Woodcock & Webb by
William S. Hartley 12/27/1919, recorded 2/3/1920

JCK 117/600
203/544 News Publishing Company
to
8/31/1937 Richard P. Curtiss
JCK 117/124 Amos W. W. Woodcock

Fred W. C. Webb

to

1/29/1920
Received 2/3/1920 News Publishing Company, Salisbury, Maryland
Assumption of mortgage to Floy T. Watson
$9,500. 7/1/1919 JCK 110/521 and the sum of
$8,000.




WI-271

Wicomico News Building

West Main Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland
Chain of title contined

JCK 113/171 Harriette Wright
Lillian B. Wright
to
7/1/1919 Amos W. W. Woodcock

Frederick W. C. Webb
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WI-271
Wicomico News Building
110 West Main Street
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