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204 North Commerce Street, Centreville, is a 
combination of an early gambrel roof vernacular dwelling 
with a fine small townhouse addition on the street front 
in the Queen Anne style. The original structure is a 
typical five bay long frame building with a central stair 
passage and two room plan. The addition of the late 19th 
century appears to have a stair hall and parlor plan. 
It has very good detail from the Queen Anne style. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Sause Office located at 204 North Commerce 

Street is a frame building composed of two early 

discernible structures. The street front is a two 

story three bay structure with side hall and parlor 

plan with a beautifully detailed one-story porch. 

The rear wing is a five bay long gambrel roof frame 

structure at right angles to the street. 

The street facade of the building is along the 

lines of a Queen Anne style building, with pediment 

over the entry of the porch. In the pediment is a 

sun burst motif. The porch posts are carved and 

the balusters are turned. There are champhered 

brackets between the posts and a gallery below the 

header. 

The facade of the building has a door with 

sidelights and transom on the south and an angled 

bay window with four 2/2 sash windows. On the 

second story, the bay window is squared off. In 

the facade there are two 2/2 sash windows and on the 

narrow sides are 1/1 sash windows each. Above, the 

roof terminates in a pediment. On the 2nd floor, 

above the entrance, is a single-2/2 sash window with 

louvered blinds. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

204 North Commerce Street, Centreville, is a 

combination of an early gambrel roof vernacular 

dwelling with a fine small townhouse addition on 

the street front in the Queen Anne style. The 

original structure is a typical five bay long 

frame building with a central stair passage and 

two flanking room plan. The addition of the late 

19th century appears to have a stair hall and parlor 

plan. It has very good detail from the Queen Anne 

style. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

On the north gable are two six-pane casements high 

in the wall. On the second story is a single 2/2 sash 

window with louvered blinds. In the attic, the smaller 

2/2 sash has no blinds. 

The gambrel wing is flush with the north wall of the 

building and is covered with beaded weatherboard. There 

are four 9/9 light windows with a small 6/6 window off 

center, apparently occupying the position of the former 

back door. Adjacent the center window is a cellar bulk­

head. On the lower slope of the roof are three 6/6 sash 

windows with shed roof. The height of the top pitch of 

the roof and general form are comparable to the former 

Clough house near Price. Both chimneys are located within 

the gable of the wing. 

The east gable has 2 4/4 sash windows on the second 

story. 

There is some question as to whether this earlier 

structure is on its original site. It would be impossible 

to determine without a closer look at the building; 

however, interior access has been denied. 
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QA-145 John Sause Law Office 
Centreville, Maryland 
James W. Valliant, Spring 1973 
View from Northeast 
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Centreville, Maryland 
James W. Valliant, Spring 1973 
North facade 
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