Talbot - 481

Water M.E. Church

Banks & Market Streests 1873
xford,MD 2165

The original church was destroyed by fire in 188). The
present church was dedicated in 1886 and has been altered
many times. Water M.E.Church is on the corner of Ranks &
Market Streets in Oxford. It is the oldest black Methodist
Church in the village. This church was sttacked by the

Klu Klux Klan in the 1880's. It has long been the socisgl
hub of Oxford's black community and it's survival is important
to black historisns and those interested in the State's

history.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original church was destroyed by fire in 188L. The
present church which was dedicated in 1886 has been asltered
many times. Water M.E. Church is on the corner of Banks
and Market Streets in Oxford. The church fronts on Bank
Street, faces south, and is 15 feet from the north side of
the street. The church bests on a concrete block foundation.
Tt has been covered with aluminum siding and the windows
on all sides hawe been replaced with conventional two-over-

two sluminum case windows. The church measures 3lp feet
across the front and is O feet in depth. There is a 1l2-foot
bay at the rear of the building (north) that contains the

sscristy. The entrance has a narrow tower with a louvered

belfry and a short spire.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Water M.E. Church is the oldest black Methodist Church in the
village of Oxford. The Church was attacked by the Klu Klux Klan
in the 1880's. It has long been the social hub of Oxford's
black community and its survival is important to black historians

and those interested in the state's history. At present,
Water M.E. Church is thriving, it has a large congregation

and is influential in the affairs of the town.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EUJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOU NDARIES

STATE cou NTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Jemes W. Clark Historic Sites Surveyor
ANV R Y L3 s B R R0 On Afro-American
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE
20 Dean Street 269-2893
CITY OR TOWN . STATE
Annapolis, MD Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Water Methodist Episcopal Church T-481
Oxford, Talbot County, MD
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