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J. W. Perry Building 1895
Centreville

Private

The Perry Building is primarily significant
as an example of a small Victorian commercial
- building. The decorative store-front facade has
survived completely intact, and is distinguished by
a bracketed cornice and bands of glazed header brick-
work. A datestone in the upper gable identifies
both the date of erection, 1895, and the original
owner, John W. Perry. It is interesting to compare
' the recessed brick panels and glazed header decora-
tion of this building with similar features on
Perry's residence, located at 201 South Commerce
Street (QA-257).
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Perry Building, located at 112 Water
Street in Centreville, is a two story brick
building with a distinctive Victorian commercial
store-front on the street (south) facade. The
first floor of the building has traditionally
served as a shop or store, while the second floor
and two additions to the rear provide private
living quarters for the owner or for tenants.

The street facade is the primary archipectural
feature of the building, while the side and rear
walls are extremely plain.

The street facade is three bays wide and
two stories high, constructed of red brick laid
in sevén-course bond. Bands of glazed header
bricks on the seconé floor and recessed panels
highlighted with glazed headers add an unusual
touch of refinement. The shop entrance is located
in the center bay, and is recessed back from the
front wall. Tall narrow windows flank the
door, and larger shop windows in the flanking
bays dominate the first floor facade. A bracketed

Victorian cornice crosses the gable directly above

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

the first floor, and on the second floor there are
a pair of two-over-two windows in.the center of the
facade. The gable is pedimented, with an ornate
bracketed cornice crossing the gable and a box
cornice carried up the gable eaves. The scrolled .
brackets and sawtooth fretwork serve to unify the
pedimented gable with the‘first floor cornice. A
louvered fan-light ventilator is located in the
center of the upper gable, and a large fectangular
datestone is incorporated into the second floor
cornice., This stone is inscribed with the ihitials
of the first owner, John W. Perry, and the date 1895.
The east wall of the building is completely
covered by.én adjoining comnercial building, buf the
West wall remains exposed, with access to a narrow
alley extending the full denth of the property. The
later additions are clearly visible on this facade.
The original building was built in seven-course bond,
and now has a door near the rear on the first floor,
and two two-over-two windqws on the second floor. The
door opening appears to have been éut in when the
building was enlarged to the rear. This addition

was also two stories high, and probably added one
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

more room on each floor. It is laid in seven-course
bond, with a single two-over-two window in the center
on each floor.

The second addition extended the building three
more bays to the rear, but was only one story high.
It is also brick, laid in seven-course bond, and may
have originally had a sloping shed roof pitched from
east to west. There is a door in the center bay of
the west wall flanked by two-over-two windows. On
the rear wall, there is a door in the extreme west
corner, and a brick stove chimney rises immeéiately
to the left of the door. This chimney is somewhat
~unusual in that it corbels out 4 inches from the wall
surface apprbximately four feet above ground le&el.

The final addition to the building involved
raising the one story rear wing to a full two stories.
This was executed ih frame rather than brick, and is
now covered with wood shingle siding. There are two
two-over-two windows in the west wall of this addition,
and one two-over-two window to the right of the chimney
on the rear wall. Q

The interior is extremely plain, and continues

to serve as both a shop and residence. The present
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

owner maintains the first floor as a shoe-repair
shop, while the second floor and the rear additions

are rented as apartments.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

P

The Perry Building is primarily significant
as an exanple of a small Victorian commercial
building. The decorative store-front facade has
survived completely intact, and is distinguished
by bracketed cornices and bands of glazed header
brickwork. A datestone in the upper gable
identifies both the date of erection, 1895, and

the original owner, John W, Perry.

The lot on which the building stands is part

of a larger lot purchased by John W. Perry in
1883.(1) The building was erected in 1895, only
three years before Perry's death.(Z) In 1899,
John M. Perry, acting as executor for the estate,
sold the lot and "a two story brick store house”
to Dora E. P. Chambers. No mention is made of
what the store had been used for, but the deed
noted that it has been recently occupied by Otto

H. Werner, and was, at the time of the sale, in

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

the occupancy of Dora Chambers, the purchaser.(3)

When Dora Chambers sold the lot and building to
William L. Clough in 1911, the deed noted that it was

“formerly in the occupancy of Dora Chambers but now

4)

in the occupancy of Arthur Morris. In 1945,

William L. Clough sold the prowerty to William R.
5)

Turner and Mary Frances Turner.( The Turners sold

it to Paul and Dorothy Anberger in 1967,(6) and 1in

May 1968, the ambergers sold the property to William
(7)

F. Mayer and Dorothy A. HMayer, the present owners.




(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
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" Footnotes

Deeds SCD#3, folio 46. April 1, 1883,

Wills FR#2, folio 76. Executed Dec. 22, 1894,
with 2 codicals added in 1897. Probated July
12, 1898,

Deeds WHCH10, folio 24. September 26, 1899.
Deeds SS#9, folio 396. February 4, 1911.

Deeds ASG Jr.#12, folio 154. October 15, 1945,

Deeds CWCH#31, folio 15. October 12, 1967.

Deeds CWCi#34, folio 665. May 23, 1968.
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY e
EElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / FITLE
Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION . . DATE
Queen Anne's County Historical Society 1/2/79
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN » STATE
Centreville Maryland 21617

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle —
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 ’
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108




JOSEPH

4.1}

RICHARDSON ¢
FREDA CW. SMITH
ewec o110

XN
GEORGE E. ICKES ,ETAL .
Cwe 93/639 E
-
jee.4"
oy
W HARMAN EATON
TSP &2/ie K
4.« ] [-
168"
MARY L TUNER
ewe %
cng.pmme ;:0‘/4;4 &
g H# 585
SYDNEY G ASHLEY '
MWM 145/468 m
o P. 89 ELIZABETH H COLLINS
HELEN ROE ETAL. cwe Bt :
P ] # ny. 48" (1
= (35
- vavio B oo >
e SKINNER
P cwe 101/ e78 SYDNEY &. ASHLEY LESTER C. LEONARD JR.
L = YDMWM 1as/a68 ol CWC sé/asa i
) | eammoen § P87
O 26/480 P i
(8 of ()
u
MisAM LESTER C. LEONARD
- CHAMBERS . OWC ecyei y
w p n”’.-:""ﬂ a reY
» E l.-g'
R 1]
o
o2
MR
utsgcw ﬁ ¥ COUNTY JAL
g‘g o [3.2)
RN :
281 at“’ s
TR
AELE:
gz =
e IS ek | W (13 % M @
E.U.GRABIE] g HOWARD
T 4] 547 - )
. \THERING sl
e O'NEAL ETAL. n::,*‘
aEN L | | TREES o e
pcoLosTan| 13 J/KEATING, ]
cwe r34f13 WHC 10001
P4 o P& ,,,
V.A.DOWNES ,JR. V.A. DOWNIS
& e 116 /372 r.
gt Tewe 1ufmrz] g
= rss =)
L Psa (0
5 JAMES H.BARTON | psy
CWC 7557 S
ree e alise
o %
%m P48
< A
= P L TEAT | D
e T
b coLDSTEN
Fowe o/sis  Re9 TOWN sl WJ
Psg
= . >
=g T : 3 ;
SESSN'Y TAYATION — = . I
MAP_DIVISION g "ﬁ
e _ 3 .
N W w(dfoe Ze CENTREVILLE. 2
: 'I . Bg BANK OF MO, A=
Smies e s e 2 Fg cwe 28/62 | ggt
BATE cwen 4 ? rs0 Ld
JUHE | qum_y_w!lég z_( 3;};’
L. C -

7
-
L

«=F

BROADWAY

STREET

H DALE & axte,
SWCiao/eia
Ra4a

s WILLIAM B Jume un,
s ewe 77/ ns8

(% 1}

ILL FIRE CO. INC.
ASG R /380

s

R40
1699
we5T
GOCOWILL FIRE COJNC.
& one 2812 3
H r29 3
caNTREVILE LseRTY 2

ud STREET LTD. PARTNER. ¢

ONC 142/
R37

JOWN W HURT Jm.
¢/o DAWKINS MARXET

H CWE B4 /54
= =
1457

:
3

STATE OF MARYLAND

(BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS)
CWC 132/643
1.62 A

[ . B4

FARMERS NATIONAL BANK
CWC 117]24
.15 A
> 93
BAY PUBLISH. FARMERS NATIONAL
. CORP 3 LW:A’;‘H/:: =
L cwe 12797 g ACmtll
P e . Pz A%. %0 "
S '
[, JRSMITH.UR 4. g 2 g.Q
T e o g
| MLSHERMAN JR. |- B g -
[ x gzd L H 283 . 5 =
EFFS | 358y of | =
rarmers warionts | € | Eqg ff bad
BANK I58 | zga % ¢
. cwe 117f/20 s 8 2
¢ .20 s ZF Q :
s P. 91 o [ 4
I A
[§)
LE
g a1’ . —’". i 2 s £ Hr & -

COMMERCE







W‘B/f
<. L. Perry @q,'lérnﬁ
1172 (~wag/ter~s+treet

oR v fle7E
eg. @n Fre @ m1r+7

SOO-\—I’) %lcck)e




