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E. G. Benton Building 1909
Centreville

Private

The Benton Building is a pristine example of a
pressed-tin commercial store front. It is the finest
surviving exanmple in Queen Anne's County of a once-
popular form of architectural decoration that has all
but disappeared in this region. The entire exterior
of the building has remained perfectly preserved,
and has recently been cleaned up and painted. Several
decorative features suggest that the pressed tin front
was manufactured by the Mesker Brothers Company, a St.

Louis firm that is known to have manufactured the

iron front of the Nationwide Insurance Agency (Qa-254)
in nearby Queenstown.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The E. G. Benton Building is located on
the northeast corner of Liberty Street and Water
Street in Centreville. The building was constructed
in 1909 for Enoch George Benton, as attested by
a sign incorporated into the original pressed
tin cornice on the Water Street facade.

The Benton Building is a two story commercial
building constructed of brick with an elaborate
pressed tin store-front on the south (principal)
facade. This tin-front is the primary architectural
feature of the building. The building is oriented
with the south gable facing Water Street, and is
three bays wide and five bays deep. The south
portion of the first floor has traditionally
served as a shop, while the rear of the first
floor and all of the second floor is used as a
private residence,

The entrance to the shop is located in the
center of the south facade, and is recessed back
from the front wall of the building. It is
flanked by large plate glass shop windows set off
by smaller rectangular windows above and below.

Decoration on the first floor is largely

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

restricted to horizontal reeded panels above and
below the shop windows.

On the second floor, there is a projecting
oriel in the center bay flanked by a large one-over-one
window on each side. The oriel has one one-over-one
window in the front face gnd one on each of the
splayed sides. Thin columns with stylized Ionic
.c1pitals are located at each corner of the oriel,
setting off the individual windows. Panels of pressed
tin that imitate rusticated stone block-work £ill the
voids between the oriel and the flanking wiﬁdows.
Bands of geometric trim are carried across the facade
both above and below the second floor, terminated
at each corner by nrojecting console brackets. These
are enmbellished with a fleur de 1lis wnattern, a
favorite signature of the Mesker Brothers Comvany,

a St. Ld&is manufacturer of decorative iron and tin
front- buildings.

The cornice is dominated by more bands of
decoration, the most prominent of which are a flat
shell or floral pattern and a row.;f richly embellished
ballusters. A panel at the crest of the éornice

bears the name of E. G. Benton and the date 1909,
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

The fleur de lis motif appears again on either
side of this panel together with a stylized star burst.
The side and rear walls of the building are
laid in seven course bond on a concrete foundation,
and the shed-roof is pitched down from east to
west, All window and door bpenings have rusticated
jack arch lintels with keystones and stone sills.
The eaves are finished with rlain box cornices on
both side and rear walls.
The entrance to the living cuarters is located
on the west facade, facing Liberty Stroét. It is a

simple door with a single-light transom, flanked

."by a large two-over-two window on the left and three

small singie light windows on the right. These are
mlaced high un on the first floor for increased
security to the store, and reflect the division
between the commercial part of the building and

the residential. On the second floor, there are four
large two-over-two windows. A pair of two-over-two
windows on each floor are the only openings on the
rear (north) wall, whilé 6ﬁ the east wall there is

one two-over-two window at the norfh end on the first

floor and three symmetrically placed on the second
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

floor. One flush brick chimney is located to the
left of the south bay on the east facade and a
second is centered on the rear wall.,

The interior was not examined.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Benton Building is primarily significant
as a pristine example of a pressed-tin commercial
store front, It is the finest surviving example
in Queen Anne's County of a once-popular form
of architectural decoration that has all but
disappeared in this region. The entire exterior
of the building has remained perfectly preserved,
and has recently been cleaned up and painted.
Several decorative features suggest that the
pressed tin front was manufactured by the
Mesker Brothers Company, a St. Louis firm that
is known to have manufactured the iron front
of the Nationwide Insurance Agency (QA-254)
in nearby Queenstown.

The lot on which the Benton Building
stands was bought by Enoch George Benton in
1892 for $1000. The price would certainly

indicate that there was a building on the lot

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

at that time, and Mrs. Elizabeth Barton recalis that
when she was a child there was a small frame building

on the lot, which Mr. Benton used as a shoe store.

When Benton decided to build the new building, Mr.

Harry Chambers moved the o0ld frame building across

Water Street to the rear of his property. This building
still stands today, faciné north across Water Street,
Mr. Benton then built the tin front building which bears
his name, and used it for his shoe storé. Enoch G.
Benton died in March, 1937, and the property nassed to
his son, Samuel G. Benton. According to Mrs: Barton,
Samuel Benton was an electrician, and used the shop

) for‘his electrical business, while living upstairs.

In 1956, the building passed to Samnuel's son, Earl

D. Benton, and the following year it was sold to
C.‘Carroll Barcus. In 1975 Barcus sold the nroperty

to William A. Storage, Jr., and in September 1978,
Storage sold it to Louis and Helen Berwanger, the

present owners.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY .
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / FITLE '
Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Survevor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Queen Anne's County Historical Society 1/4/7S
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Centreville Marvland 21617

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle -
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS. 1108




JOSEPH A

L4 1]

RiCHARDSON ¢
FARDA Cw gMiTH
Cwe 101 /t10

164.4°

GEORGE €. ICKES ,ETAL

twe 93/639 § At
[- L%
b 2 WILLIAM B, aume on
: CWe T 830
184 .
e 31
MARY €. WINER,
(weine/434 &
CARLTON ROE Y. 84 7
k. 2 - A T :
R ]
SYDNEY & ASHLEY x - l__ /
MWM 145/468 b
n . 89 ELIZABETH H CoLLins L)
HELEN ROE EYAL we 5711 3
| CwWC pajen == Ras L)
£ RS o
"
e bAVID B GOODWILL FIRE €O INC.
L s 277 = ASG UR.M/320
18] cwe 107) 670 SYDNEY G. ASHLEY LESTE&CC- '—Eg.j‘mﬁ- I rao
MWM 185/468 . :’,/_’ & w
L ' E. L MTTHELL H ¥
fr onC 2ejseo P11 5
[ e
w
'_ MLAM LESTER C. LEONARD . —
[, cwnmeems owe eq/eut b S
wn kB TP 209 i 3 raT Wont
LA H Seny GOCOWILL. FIRE. ODUNG.
N 5 one 28Nz 3
P—— ¥iaar 30 = P29 %
]
2 8
agg?!g CENTREVILLE LimaRTY
3 a9 Q uwH STREET LTD. PARTNER.
59 gﬁ 1 “ CCI.»‘(?T’\(/)JAL QNC 142/G9D
g(u qr G JONN W HURT m. ra7
nye | 0o @ . | /e DAWKINS  MARKEY
Wy & N B CWC B4 fba
0§7§ g y r 3
HELE:
fag”
25" L} 4 lex.p" —t 1481 5300
~BENTON _paDg.
—
EL.gRADY
MW W] S|
L3
- t
Al ) 5
EGOLDSTDN
£ STATE OF MARYLAND
. we i34/ (BoARD oF PUBLIC WORKS)
wuﬁ w L CWC 132/443
Y.A_ DOWNES ,JR, YA DOWNH l.&z‘l\
e CWC 1147312 | IR g L ro
E P 45 CWC 114/312| £
wr P5S & O
. n
W £ CE
3 JAMES M, ] ps?
v cwe 7857 $ - >
rPee Cre wine q FARMERS NATIONAL BANK
o s J Cwe 1y 24
L P85 g LA ¥
WILLIAM F MAYER
}._. _OWC 34/665 P67 |-y, m""a’u-’s‘: Q) BAY PUBLIGH FARM!‘EARNS NATIONAL
e ate . CORP F ¢ 17/22 x
< |swmey coosten ok <SINE 2 /57 & Lo Dol
a g = ise el o O [ Po 7 (St
i (13 P B3 4 CE o
*
bt GOLDSTEIN . (r L JR m‘m.-R o q
fWC iysm Pes x L e e di » H
a3 > @ == o e (Y ) i A
» MESERMAN IR, | H H ¥
A g Fowe 2427 PI7 N o Vgt & § ¥
T N —— 3 % b AT (Lg agc 3 E INg ¢ e} b
SA‘F AYATION = = 2 q TS o e & &';! 2 2 "2 q‘"
® iy e g 5 - BANAK :%g a ;2
; = CENYREVILLE i,, J P 128 é ] i
o NATIONAL. £ H ©.20 A H2S g
B3 BANK OF MO . oy E o -
s ® owe 26162 £ pa H o~ b g
o PBO T %)
b 3 3
2 3 4 2
ot e < 10 L{ . 7] 2048 X 1 X
.
- COMMERCE
A . 4

3 OALE m AXTEL|
CWCrao/a
Ras




A -21E

E' G_. Rén fom

o I) }03
Mary McCarthy

Spring/Summer 2003
Digital color photo on file at MHT




\ 7 _wl. 1.. 5 2
==

=

=

L1 1) ﬁ_.
|

asml

A Dy P (e _:”,.r..__._._:z.;__..rlif_!._.__.._m."..-._bt.—_




O

WA-315
(S (0 N
Clnfrenite
oK v 7978




B AR R L s S S |3 Sk
Lk x. al ] "m e B




S

WA-318

M ﬁ(/?
W
g€ v /978




