QA-192 : :
Shipping Creek Plantation circa 1800

Kent Island ' mid-19th century
Private .

The house at Shipping Creek Plantation has evolved
through a relatively complex series of additions and
alterations to its present form. The earliest section
is an unusual example of a true 2 1/2 story brick house
with a side passage plan, constructed in the early 12th
century. The frame wing to the south is an early
addition, an example of the more common true story-
and-a-half form. In the mid-19th century a further
enlargement was undertaken, this time by adding a two
story frame house with a side hall, double parlor plan
to the north gable. It was probably at that time that
the two story porches were added to both sides of the
original house, as the bracketed cornice of the mid-19th
century frame section is continued across both porches
and the south gable of the earlier building. In 1940,
a frame wing was added to the north. Significant
interior details include two handsome Federal mantels
in the original section and a variety of 19th century
trim, including crossetted architrave trim, an unusual
feature in the mid-19th century context. '

To the south of the house is a large, square
frame building with a pyramidal roof, probably dating
to the third quarter of the 19th century. It is con-
structed with posts set in the ground and interrupted
sills. A hen house to the northeast of the house is
constructed in the same manner.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Shipping Creek Plantation is located on the
east side of Marvyland Route 8 on Kent Island,
approximately 5 1/2 miles south of Stevensville.
The house is sited on flat, level ground at the
mouth of Shipping Creek, looking east across
Eastern Bay.

The house was constructed in four distinct
sections. The earliest part is a 2 1/2 story:
brick house dating to the early 1l9th century.

It is three bays wide and one room deep, with

a single flush brick chimney at the south end of

a pitched gable roof. There are two story

porches across both facades. At an early date,
al l/2 story frame section was added;to the south
gable. This wing is also three bays wide and one
room deep. In the mid-19th century a large, two
story frame addition was made to the north gable
of the brick house. Thiskwas essentially a house
in itself. It is three bays wide and tworooms
deep and extends the full depth of the brick house,
including the front and rear porches. 1In 1540

a 1l 1/2 story frame wing was added to the north

gable of the two story frame section. The result

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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is a long, sprawling house that clearly reflects these
varied stages of development.

The east facade of the original building, facing
the water, is laid in common bond with a relatively
rough finish, suggesting it may originally have been
stuccoed or whitewashed. There is a door with a
three-light transom in the north bay on the first floor
and two 6/6 windows to the left. On the second floor,
there are 2/2 windows in the south and center bay.

The north bay of the second story porch has been
enclosed. The window openings have splayed brick jack
arches and wood sills.

The south gable wall is laid in six-course bond,
and is partially covered by the story-and-a-half frame
wing. Two small windows flanking the chimney in the
upper gable are the only openings. The gable eaves
are boxed in, and a bracketed cornice runs across the
front and rear two story porches and is carried up the
gable eaves. The north gable wall is entirely concealed
by the mid-19th century addition.

The west facade has only two openings on each
floor. An original door in the north bay on the first

floor has been changed to a 6/6 window. There is a
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

second 6/6 window in the south bay of the first floor,
and two 2/2 windows on the second fioor. The brickwork
is common bond, the openings have splayed jack arches
and wood sills. The two story porch has a bracketed
cornice and has not been enclosed.

The interior is now opened up into one large‘
rectangular room, but the floor framing and the flooring
make it clear that the original plan consisted of a side
hall across the north gable and a parlor to the south.
The fireplace is centered on the south wall of the
parlor, flanked on the right by a door to the wing
and on the left by a winder stair with plastered
soffit. The original Federal mantel has survived. It
is a beaded board surround with a molded backband,
reeded sideblocks and center block and a simple molded
shelf. The door to the wing has a beaded frame and a
backband identical to the mantel. Other early details
include beaded door and window architraves and rabbeted
sill pieces below the windows.

The second floor has also been opened up from a
two room plan to a single rectangular room. A small
Federal mantel survives in place on the south gable

wall. &an enclosed winder stair to the left of the
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fireplace continues up to the attic, which is plastered
and finished, but is used for storage. The north gable
wall has been taken down and is now framed with studs
reused from an earlier building. A very fine flush-
panel door opens into the attic of the adjoining mid-
19th century wing. It is interesting to note that this
is a rare example of a true 2 1/2 story building, in
which the masonry walls are carried up above the attic
floor level.

The frame addition to the south is a true story-
and-a-half on a continuous brick foundation. The only
door is in the center bay of the east facade, flanked
by a 6/6 window on each side. There are two 6/6 shed
roof dormers on the second floor, directly above the
first floor windows. The wing is covered with plain
horizontal siding and a wood shingle roof with no
cornice. The back of the chimney is exposed for the
first five feet above ground level on the south gable
wall., There are no windows in this end of the buiiding.
The eaves are finished with beaded and tapered rake-
boards. On the west facade, there are two 6/6 windows
on the first floor and two 6/6 shed roof dormers on

the second floor.
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The interior of this wing has been completely
opened up. Any interior partitions on both floors were
removed, the flooring was removed from the upper story
and the ceiling joists have been raised approximately
two feet and left exposed, to form a "cathedral®
ceiling. The interior wall framing is also partially
exposed. The most significant feature revealed in
this way is a short downbrace in the north gable,
set low enough that it does not interfere with the
door to the main house. This tends to confirm the
assumption that the wing stands on its original site
and was not moved from an earlier location. Other
features of note are the fireplace on the center of the
south gable wall and the beaded door and window archi-
traves. According to a previous resident, the stair
was located in the southeast corner, next to the fire-
place.

The two story frame addition made to the north
gable of the original house extends the full depth of
the earlier house as well as the front and rear porches.
It is a standard side hall, double parlor plan house,
except the west end of the hall is set back even with

the west facade of the brick house, to form an entrance
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porch of sorts.

On the west facade, therefore, the south bay on
the first fioor is recessed approximately seven feet,
allowing an entrance porch that is a continuation of
the first floor porch on the original house. The
entrance door has flanking sidelights and transom,

a 6/6 window faces south onto the entrance porch,
There are large 6/6 windows in the .center and north
bays on the first floor and all three bays on the
second floor. The siding consists of plain horizontal
weatherboard: the cornice is bracketed.

The 20th century wing covers the majority of the
north gable wall. A single 2/2 window is centered
in the upper gable, between the pair of flush brick
chimneys. The bracketed cornice returns at the corners
and is carried up the gable eaves.

Oon the east facade there are three 6/6 windows
on both the first and second floor. The siding and
cornice match the west facade.

The first floor interior is divided into a stair
hall along the south gable and two large parlors to
the north. The stair rises against the south wall of

the hall to a landing at the rear. It is an open-string
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stair with heavy turned newels, smaller delicately
turned balusters and a plain rail. The carriage piece
is rabbeted and decorated with scrolled stair brackets.
The area below the carriage is finished with vertical
four-inch beaded boards. An original closet stretches
across the east end of the hall below the landing.
The partition‘wall between the two parlors has been
removed, opening them up into one large room. Doors
in the north wall lead to the 20th century wing.
Simple mantels with plain pilasters, molded and
rabbeted caps, and a plain frieze and shelf have
survived on both fireplaces. The architrave trim is
crossetted and consists of a Victorian ogee backband
applied against a beaded broken-field fascia. The sill
pieces and baseboard are rabbeted.

The side hall plan is repeated on the second floor,
‘éxcept that the west end of the hall is partitioned
to form an original unheated chamber, now a modern
bath. A door in the south wall of this room opens onto
the west second story porch. Two simple mantels
survive in the north chambers.‘ The architrave trim is
beaded, with plain cornerblocks; the baseboard and

window sill-pieces are rabbeted. The attic has flooring
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and plastered walls and ceiling but is only used for
storage.

The frame wing on the north gable was added in
1940, It very nearly duplicates the south wing in

modern materials.

Cutbuildings

To the south of the house is a large, square frame
building with a pyramidal roof, probably constructed
in the third gquarter of the 19th century. It is con-
structed with posts set in the ground and interrupted
sills. The exterior walls are vertical board and
batten; the interior is whitewashed. A scalloped
fascia board is carried around the eaves, adding a
decorative touch. The door is in the north wall;
there are single six-light windows in the south and
east walls.

Cther outbuildings include a hen house constructed
in the same fashion, but with a pitched gable roof.
Details include late 19th century laying nests. A

small frame privy with a pyramidal roof is located to

the northeast, near the water.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house at Shipping Creek Plantation has
evolved through a relatively complex series of
additions and alterations to its present form.

The earliest section is an unusual example of a
true 2 1/2 story brick house with a side passage
plan, constructed in the early 19th century.

o~ The frame wing to the .south is an early addition,
an example of the more common true etory-and~a~half
form. In the mld—19th cenfury a further enlarge—
ment was undertaken thls time by addlng a two |
story frame house with a side hall, double parlor
plan“té the north gable. It was nrobably at that
time that the two story éorches were added to
both sides of the original house, as the bracketed
cornice of the mid-19th century frame section is
continued across both porches and the south gable
of the earlier building. In 19240, a frame wing

was added to the north, Significant interior
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'8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

details include two handsome Federal mantels in the
original section and a variety of 19th century trim,
including crossetted architrave trim, an unusual
featﬁfe in a mid-loth century context,

To the.south of the house is a large, square
-fréme building with a pyramidal roof, probably dating
to the third quarter of the 19th century. It is con-
structed with posts set in the ground and interrupted'
sills. A hen house to the nértheast of the house is

constructed in the same manner.
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