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Woodlawn mid-19th century
Centreville

Private

Woodlawn, south of Centreville, is an ante-bellum
frame dwelling with many original features remaining.
It possesses the plan so typical of this period house,
i.e. 4 rooms with central stair hall. The detailing
of the front facade and porch is very good, and is
reminescent of Ingleside in Talbot County. Two good
period outbuildings remain on the property, a barn and
corn house.
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Across Rt. 213 at its intersection with Rt. 18,
just south of Centreville, stands a squarish two
story Italianate ante-bellum house named Woodlawn.

The house has a 3-bay facade, with one story po:ch
extending across three quarters of the facade. Ité
two bay sides are guite plain and in the rear is

a 20th century leanto addition. East of the house
are several outbuildings, a cornhouse and barn being
contemporary with the dwelling.

The west facade of Woodlawn is the most developed.
Its central entrance has a bold architrave,
encompassing the double doors, sidelights and transom.
Between the latter are pilsters with bracket
supporting a shelf at the ba;e of the tfansom;

The double doors have rounded upper panels.

Fianking the entrance are two windows having 6/6’

sash above jib doors and paneled shutters to the
floor. Both have cambere& arch trim. All of this
work is protected and partly concealed by thé |
coniemporary porch. Thé porch is divided into thféé
equal bays separated by pairs of columns. 1In the
center are wide steps from the brick walk. The

piers of the porch have pilsters corresponding to

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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_CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

-
the columns above, just as the pilster at the front corners

of the house have a brick pier at the corner of the

foundation. The porch balustrade is composed of relatively

delicate sections of design. On the second story

the boldness of the entry is suggested by the three-part
window in the center. The two flanking windows have 6/6
sash and louvered blindé, all with cambered arch trim.
There is a bold bracketed cornice, which extends around
the front and two sides. In the west slope of~the'hip‘
roof is a hip roof dormer with three ba;t window, all of
whigh is a replacement of a.lowérjﬁitcﬁed,;ﬁeafly flat,
roof. |

On the south side of the_dwelling érélka windows on

each story, located west of the two chimneys;jfThey also

have 6/6 sash and louvered blinds. ﬁnlike”tﬁe.flush
siding of the facade, the side and back ﬁallé'aré covéred
with lapped weatherboard. The north sidé is like the south
with the addition of one more window on the first floor
east of the rear chimney. This extra window was located
here .because there were no east windows in that room,
there being, and having been, a wing on the rear half of
the building.

Its interibr-is divided into centrallstair hall
with one long living room on the south, (originally two

rooms) and a dining room: and kitchen on the north. The

addition contains entry pantry and utility access.
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

The trim throughout is quite bold and~t§pica1 of the
_period. There is the usual bold turned mahogany newel
at the base of the stairs and turned oak balusters

with mahogany handrail. An unusual feature of the house
is a surprisingly narrow landing. The second story
retains its original plan and a bathroom in the west

end of the hall.

In the attic the ends of the original rafters can
be seen where they were cut off in order to build the
newver high pitch hip roof. . | |

- East of the house is a'conéréte bléck‘sforage
building, chicken houses; a éheaj a co¥ﬂ'bcgse.and barn.
The latter twb are contemporary with ﬁhé house. The
corn house is a small two-bay structure.withihé%n posts.
and plates and éawn studs and rafters. Thé'strugture.
is covered with horizontal SIats:with beveled £6ps and
bottoms. There are up-braces only on the gables. The
rafters ére half lapped and nailed., There is approxi-
mately 15" overhang and the board facia is nailed to
the ends of the rafters. Original strap hinges support
' the west door composed of vertical slats. There is a
small door above in the géble for filling the house.

South of the corn house is a f:amevbarn composed
,Of three bays in length and twb in depth, plus leanto

bays on each side. It all appears. to be contemporary,
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

with some modification. The central structure is built

on brick piers and is 1 1/2 stories in height. There

are six major posts and two minor posts at each end
flanking the doors (one original). There are four
horizontal members, i.e. sill, intermediate, joist plate,
and rafter plate. The rafters are unnotched over the
upper plate, and the leanto rafters are nailed onto the
central rafters, higher than the plate. All posts have

braces, and there are two down braces for the center

posts to the girder (2nd floor). _A small sectlon of

vertical slats on the exterior and a few Stuas inside
indicate that a portion of the barn was. used for a corn

crib. Across the back (east) of the barn has been added

a twentieth century leanto addition. .
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STATEMENT QF SIGNIFICANCE

Woodlawn, south of Centreville, is an ante-

bellum frame dwelling with many original features

remaining. It possesses the plan so typical of

this period house, i.e. 4 rooms with central stair

hall. The detailing of the front facade and porch

is very good, and is reminescent of Ingleside in

on the property, a barn and corn house,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

Talbot County. Two good period outbuildings remain
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#1

Photographs #1 and #2
depict the original site
of Woodlawn. Photograph
#3 shows Woodlawn at its
present location.
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QA-184 Woodlawn

West elevatinn

MOB 4/1983







QA-184 Woodlawn
Cornhouse and barn

West elevation

MOB 4/1983







QA-184 Woodlawn

Cornhouse

West elevation

MOB 4/1983







QA-184 Woodlawn

Cornhouse detail

MOB 4/1983
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QA-184 Wharton House
Centreville, Maryland
Jamss W. Valliant
Rear facade from Southeast




