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C. P. Merrick Farm early 19th century
Ingleside vicinity

Private

The frame house on the Merrick farm was constructed
in three sections. The original gambrel roof dwelling
is similar in overall size and form to the early house
on the William C. Hall farm (QA-53) near Church Hill,
but apparently had a hall parlor plan rather than a
side hall plan. The two houses also date to the early
19th century and have been expanded by 1 1/2 story
pitched roof additions in the second guarter of the
19th century. Unfortunately very little early detail
is readily visible on this house and the interior is
not accessible.

Of perhaps greater significance is the combined
granary/crib to the northeast of the house. This
heavy timber frame building may be an early tobacco
house renovated to store grain and corn. The overall
dimensions of 24 feet by 32 are typical of small tobacco
houses and divide into the four foot bays necessary to
hang tobacco. Framing evidence, particularly in the
roof, reinforces this conc1u51on. The presence of
'wrought nails suggests an 18th century building, a
rare survival among farm buildings on the Eastern
Shore.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This Merrick farm is located on the east
side of Brierly Mill Road approximately three
miles northwest of Ingleside. It has been in the
Merrick family since at least 1877, according to
the Atlas published in that year.

The house is of frame construction, built
in three stages. The original section is 1 1/2
stories high, two bays wide, and one room deep,
with a single flush brick chimney centered on
the south gable of the gambrel roof. This part
of the enlarged house rests on a random bond
foundation, with asphault shingle siding and a
tin roof. There are two 6/6 windows on the first
floor and two 6/6 shed roof dormers on each facade.
There aré no opénings onvthe exposed south éébleih
the north gable is covered by an early addition.
No evidence survives of an original exteriofﬁdﬂ<
door, but it seems likely that a single door was
originally located in the center bay of each facade,
opening into a hall-parlor plan. BEarly surviving
exterior detail includes molded window frames,
tapered and beaded rakeboards, and a beaded fascia

board on the box cornice.

ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



PN

e

QA-64

CONTINUATION  SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

An examination of the interior was not possible,
but several conclusions are possible based on features
visible in the full cellar. The most interesting of

these is the framing for a chimney or hearth on the

-*

north gable, suggesting a fireplace on each gable

wall. No evidence survives of an early chimney base,

_either in the cellar or in the crawl space of the

adjoining addition. The overall dimensions of the cellar
and a heavy joist in the floor framing suggest a hall
parlor plan with the smaller hall to the.north. If this
is correct, the facade doors opened into the 1a£ger
hall to the south, with a winder stair next to the
fireplace on the south gable wall. Dating evidence
is lacking, but an early 19th century date Seems.
probable. |

At an early date a 'l 1/2.story frame addition was
made to the north gable. This section is three bays
wide and the same depth as the original house. A
flush brick chimney is located at the north end of the
pitched gable roof. On tﬁe west facgde, there is a
single door in the south bay,:two 6/6 windowé to the
left, and two 6/3 pitched roof dormers on the second

floor. The fenestration has been altered somewhat,
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

there are now four 6/6 windows on the first floor and
two 6/3 dormers. Thé second window from the south

{(on the first floor) is modern and apparently‘replaces
a door. This addition rests on a three-course bond
foundation about 6 inches lower than the original
house. Window frames and cornice match the earliér
building. This addition probably dates to the second
quarter of the 19th century.

Later in the 19th century the building was expanded
three more bays to the north, continuiﬁg the overall
siée and roof line of the first addition. This section
has asymmetrical fenestration. On the west facade,
there is a door to left (northf of center flanked by
6/6 windows on each side, and two 6/3 pitched roof
dormers with modern 1/1 sash. This pattern is repeated
on the east facade except for the omission of the south
window on the first floor. The north gable wall has
no openings; a flush brick chimney is/centered on
this elevation.

Access was only possible to the two north rooms
on the first floor. These had been modified considerably,
énd early fabric was limited.to relatively plain cup-

boards on the north wall of each room ahd an enclosed
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

winder stair in the porthwest corner of the north room
(the kitchen). Circa 1840 architraves survive on two
door frames in the early addition; a mantel of the same
period is stored in the granary and was probably removed
from the:first floor fireplace in this part of the
house. The plan consists of’é stairhall at the SSuth
end of the addition and a parlor to the north. A

door in the north wall of the parlor opens into the

later kitchen addition.

Meat House

A frame meathouse 10 feet wide by 12 feet long is
located to the east of the house., It is oriented on
an east-west axis with a pitcﬁed gable roof and a plain
batten door in the center of the west gable. The
extérior is covered with plain vertical board siding
secured with machine nails., The tin roof and plain
verge boards are not original. The framing consists
of hewn corner posts, sills, and plates, with circular
sawn horizontal rails and up-braces. 'The siding is
‘nailed to the sill, top plate, and intermediate rail.
The rafters are mitred and butted at the ridge and rest
on flat false plates; there are no collar beams, The

door is hung on Qrought strap hinges: a wood box lock
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

is secured to the door with four wrought nails.,

Granarz

To the northeast of the house is a large granary
with flanking cribs. The pitched gable roof is
oriented on an east-west axié;with the cribs in Eﬁe
east and west gable bays. This is an unusual arrange;
ment, and combined with framing evidence suggests that the
building has been adapted for its preéent.use. The
building is constructed of a combination of hewn and
gang-sawn timbers, and it is clear that an early hewn
timber building has been extensively repaired and
feworked. Of particular interest are a series of .
early rafter pairs reused to support the west end
of the roof. The rafters afe hand-hewn and originally
formed a roof steeper than the present 43 degree
pitch. They have been reduced in length and the
upper ends mitred, butted and nailed at the ridge.

The most interesting feature is a series of collar
notches on these rafters, with as many as seven

collar beams or similar cross pieces on each fafter
pair. The purpose of these collars is unclear, but

the most obvious explanation is that they were used
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7.5 DESCRIPTION

to hang tobacco. The majofity of the original framing
survives on the ground floor, including first flpor
ceiliﬁg joists with side notches. These are similar to
sﬁud notches but seem unnecessary. Wrought nails

remain in a number of these joints.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The frame house on the Merrick farm was

constructed in three sections. The original

gambrel roof dwelling is similar in overall size

and form to the early house on the William C.

Hall farm (QA-53) near Church Hill, but apparently

had a hall parlor plan rather than a side hall

plan. The two houses also date to the early 19th

century and have been expanded by 1 1/2 story

pitched roof addltlons 1n the second quarter of

the 19th century. Unfortunately very llttle early

detail is readily visible on this house and the

interior is not accessible.

Of perhaps greater signlflcance is the

-

combined granary/crlb to the northeast of the

house., This heavy timber frame building may be

an early tobacco house renovated to store grain
and corn. The overall dimensions of 24 feet by

32 are typical of small tobacco houses and divide

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




CONTINUATION SHEET

8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

~ into the four foot bays necessary to ﬁang tobacco.
Franing evidence, particularly'in the roof, reinforces
this conclusion. The preéence of wrought nails
suggests an 18th century building, a rare survival

among farm buildings on the Eastern Shore.
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Merrick Farm

Brierly Mill Road
Ingleside vicinity
Orlando Ridout Vv 1979
House from Northwest
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Merrick Farm

Brierly Mill Road
Ingleside vicinity
Orlando Ridout VvV 1979
Main house from Northeast
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Merrick Farm

Brierly Mill Road
Ingleside vicinity
Orlando Ridout V 1979
House from West
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