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Sledmore _ 18th century
Sudlersville

Private

Sledmore is one of the most intriguing houses in
Tidewater Maryland. The 1 1/2 story gambrel roof
form combined with an early stair tower bears a striking
resemblance to Troth's Fortune, an early 18th century
house in Talbot County. The attributed date for
Sledmore of 1713 has not been substantiated, but the

"stair tower and brickwork are not inconsistent with this

date., Alterations in the 19th century included raising

the house to 2 1/2 stories and extensive renovation of
the interior.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

. INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

HINAME

HISTORIC
S8ledmore

AND/OR COMMON

Herh Willis' brick house

BFILOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
Northwest edge of Sudlersville

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Sudlersville — VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Marvland Queen Anne's
[EJ CLASSIFICATION
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
* GooD __RUINS Z ALTERED —MOVED DATE

—FAIR

—_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Sledmore is located on the western edge of
Sudlersville, just north of Maryland Route 300.

The house sits back from the road, surrounded by
trees and flowering shrubs. A number of small farm
buildings, a carriage house, and a family cemetery
lie to the north and west of the house,

The house has a very long and somewhat
complicated history. The earliest house was
reputedly built in 1713, and was brick, one-and-one-
half stories high, with a gambrel roof. The house
has undergone numerous changes in the ensuing years,
and little evidence can be found to date either the
original house, or the subsequent additions aﬁd
alterations. These additions include a brick stair
tower apparently added to the northwest facade of
the house during the 18th century. In the mid-
nineteenth century the gambrel roof was torn off,
and the entire house raised to two-and-one-half
stories. This alteration was executed in brick,
and the outline of the smaller, earlier house is
still clearly visible. Perhaps at the same time, or
at some later date, a two story frame addition was

made to the northeast end of the rear addition

' CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

and in recent years a frame, shed roof addition was
made to thé northeast gable of the wing.

The ofiginai gambrél roof house.was three bays
wide and a single room deep, with flush‘brick chimneys
centered on each gable. The brickwork is laid in
énglish bond below a plain, beveled watertable, and
Flemish bond aboVe-tﬁe watertable on the front and ¥ear
facades. The southwest gable is laid in a similar
fashion.except that thé Flemish bond only extends up
to.the first floor eave level, and is English bond
above that point. The northeast gable has been
stuccoed over, leaving the watertable exXpressed,
though covered with stucco.

The principal facade of the house faces southwest.
The déor is located in the center bay, and is flanked
"by a single window on each side. These windows have
been enlarged, and now have véry large two-over-two
Victorian sash. The door opening has also been
rewofkéd, and is now fitted wéth a modern paneled

A

door, \
N\
The southwest gable originally had a bulkhead
entrance to the cellar in the west corner and a small

Qindoﬁ in the upper gable to the left of the chimney.
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

Both of these were bricked up at a later date, and a
cellar window was inserted where the cellar entrance
was. A second cellar window is located in the south
corner. This has been~reworked; but is probably

an original opening.

‘ Later additions have covered all but the south bay
of tﬁe_northwest facade., A single two-over-two window
is located in this bay.

The northéast gable has a pair of six-over-six
windows flanking the chimney. These windows may be
original, but seem rather large for such an ea:ly house.

| The interior of the house was laid out in a hall-
parlﬁur plan, with the northeast room the larger hall,

- and the southwest room the parlour. Each room was
heated by a single fireplace centered on the exterior
gable wall. Evidence suggests that the original stair
. consisted of an enclosed winder in the west corner of
the SOﬁthwest room, next to the fireplace.

This arrangement was apparently found to be

\

unsatisfactory, amdat an early date a one-and-one-half

N

\
story stair tower was added to the rear of the house.

The evidence of this alteration is limited and somewhat

ambiguous. The rear facade of the tower is laid in

%;.-
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7.3 ‘DESCRIPTION

both Flemish bond and common bond, while the southwest
facade is laid entirely in common hond The brickwork
is not keyed into the original house. A ghost  of a
stair carriage is still visible in‘the cellar on the
northeast wall ef this wing, confirming that the
brincipal purpose of the addition was to provide a
more practical stair than the earlier winder. The
interior plan of the house remaihed.essentiaily the
same, but the improved circulation made the house more
formal and more practical. R
The next major alteration probably did not occur
until the third quarter of the nineteenth century, when
the main house was raised to twonand-one—half stories and
the stair tower was raised to two stories. At this time
the window openings were enlarged and two-over-two
sash was installed. Similar two-over-two windows
were used on the second floor of the enlarged house,
.three on the front facade, one in the south bay of the
rear facade, and one in the east bay of the northeast
gable. A pair of tWo—over—four\w1ndows flank the chimney
in the upper gable at each end of the house. There are

three gable roof dormer windows symmetrically arranged

- on the front facade of the house and a single dormer

e
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

in the south bay of the rear facade. The center dormer 4
on the front facade is larger, with four modern

windows under a wide gable ‘roof, while the two flanking
dormers on the front and the dormer on £he rear have
twelve—over~£we1ve sash.

A large bay window on the first floor of the rear
addition probably.aiso dates to tbis renovation. 'fhis
consists of a pair of four-over-four windows on the
principal facade of the bay, with a single four-over-four
window on -either side, seperated by siender engaged
columns with mushroom capitals. Large decorative '
brackets, punched scrollwork capitals, and decorative
Eastlake panels add further embellishment.

The frame addition is two stories high, three bays
wide,'and hes a gable roof. There are three six-over-
© six windows on each.floor of both facades. A one story,
éhed :oof addition was added to the northeast gable
of this addition in recent years. .Both of the frame
additions have been covered With modern horizontalu

\“.‘
beaded weatherboards. BN
\
The interior of the house has been through several
alterations and was recently renovated and restored.

Due to the earlier renovations, however, no original

\...%L“
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7.5 DESCRIPTION
fabric remains on the interior.

Carriage House

To the rear of the house there is a large

Victorian carriage house. It is twenty-four feet by

twenty-eight feet, with two large doors facing south.

The most distinguishing feature of the building is ‘a
bell cupola with the bell still in place. This is
dentered on the peak of the_rbof at the south end of

the building. The building is relatively plain
6therwise, with horizontal siding relieved by a

créwn mold fascia boérd and a gothic~arched two-over-
th window centered.above the south doors. A four-panel
door on the rear facade and a single six~-over-six

window on the north and the east walls are the only

~ other openings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the attributed date of 1713 for
Sledmore seems exceptionally early for a gambrel
roof house in this region, the architectural
evidence makes it clear that the house is certainly
one of the earliest surviving examples of that
roof form on the Upper Eastern Shore. O0Of particular
interest is the early stair tower on the rear
facade, a feature not generally associated with
gambrel roof houses. In thié respect Sledmore
bears abstriking resémblance to Troth's ?ortuné
in Talbot County, the only other recorded example
on the Eastern Shoie of a gambrel roof house with
a stair tower., It is also worth noting that the
two houses share similar hall-parlour plans, with
access to the stair tower located on the rear wall
of the hall. Unfortunately, later alterations and
the enlargement of Sledmore have left little of the

early detail intact. The original plan remains

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

undisturbed, and evidence of the original stair
remains in the cellar of the stair tower, but other-
wise the interior dates to the 19th and 20th

century.
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Sledmore

Mary McCarthy
Spring/Summer 2003
Digital color photo on file at MHT
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