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color slides. The Trust does not have copies of Phase 1I survey
naterials since it did nnt narticipate in funding and local €unding
was sufficient to provide only the work as described above, which
is held by the soonsors.

tthen Christopher Ueeks was in Chestertom a vear or sO ago, he met
with a number of us who are interested in the ultimate pablication of
the complete ¥ent County Historic Sites Survey. Me indicated that the
Trast nrobhably ould fini conies of the Thase II survey to bhe cuitahle
for d=posit at the Trust. (In devising our field sheets we ware mindful
of the Trust survey form.) However, as we here alrealv knew, to re in
a form worthy of deposit the £fiald sheets need to he typed, and, of
course, copies need to be made of the photograophs and incidental suople-
mentary material. e also indicated that the Trust prohably could
arrange to have this done althouch we have heard no further “rom him
about it. The funding would s=em to he the critical ~uestion; local
funding for this purpose does not seem to be availa®le.

This rather long recital of background information, coupled with the
need from time to time for the Trust to corent on propeosed projects
involving federal funding, does point up, I think, the urgent need for
our Phase IT materials to be incorporated into the Trust's holdings. ‘e
hone that the Trast now will be spurred to arrange cor typinag and conying
of visual materials. While trying not to apnear to He blowing my own
horn, I am probhably the logical person to type for the Trust the entire
cat of written Phase 1I materials. 3side from ‘teing able to read my own
writing and that of “tarsha Fritz, the other surveyor, T am familiar with
the proper names and terminology used, the methods employed, and the work
in general, and in case of a question can easily contact the other
surveyor. Should the mrust wish to type these forms in its own offices,
it would have to X=roxX the whole set, an additional =x»ense, and then
work from those. However the Trust might dacide to nroceed with this,
it will rezuire an exrenditure for ty»ing time and materials. Please
12t us here in Xent County xnow whether or not you are interested in
acquiring these materials and how you might like to proceed. 1In the
interim, if you have a redquest for an impact statement Zor projects in
the western third of the countv, vou might call “tarsha Fritz or me for
information.

vow, as to th? matter of the Rock Fall elderly Y“ousing nroject more
snecifically: m™hig site has bheen assigned a survev nunber, 1%-523, and
the name Judefind Farm. Althouch I was the surveyor, I 4o not have the
written materials at +hand since I gave them to “larsha Fritz last week for
Yer review refore we suhmit them to the Mistorical Society, which funded
our last 68 sites, of which this was one. mherefore, I shall have to
write from memory and what notes I retained. I do want to get this letter
off to vou today since the housing grant pronosal mav still »e peniing
(I hope).

_The house on +the oronerty is in two parts, a storv-and-a-half section
appearing to date from the second guarter of the nincteenth century, and
a later two-story section prohahly huilt in the earlv twentieth century.
e two-story section is of no particular significance except as an
illustration of how an earlier building was 1ddad to, and the entire
structure is in somewrhat deterioratel condition although it is still
heing used as a residence. In ny opinion the 1% storv sectionmn and
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should bHe reharilitated; re-oval of the two-story section is nrohahly
Aesirahle if the earlier section can be saved and incorporatei into the
housinag project. 1Indeed, several months aco I talked with “Inrman
navidson, Nirector o the Tnmer Shore ‘IMasing Torn ration, whn »repared
the grant proposal initiallv (~hen it ras rejectedl bv WD) Aas w21l as
the current one. Ye realized the possihle value of at least nart of the
structure, is personally inclined to favor historical rreservation, and

wanted to know my opinion. I told him I thought the early section could and

should@ re saved, that the cost probahly would not be sturendous since it
is not a large »uilding, and that he oucht to think a*»ut nses for it
within the nroject context. Tre first storv is hall-and--arlor in plan
and very likely could bhe used for a social center, an activity center,
and/or an office. Certainlyv this house could ke used as a take-off roint
for the form of the housing units to be huilt, nrofucinn an entire proiect
in svmrathy with it and a kind of design which suits the Rock Hall area
and its conservative, traditional population. Towever, I undarstand that
vary likely the design of Chestertown's 'lorgnec Village, built several

years ago hy Upper Shore Mging, is to bpe followed. Desnite dissimilarities,

this design prohably wnuld be sympathetic to the early farmhouse though

it could he hetter. Annarently the first, rejected rroject proposal
srovided for demolition only of the entire structure (hudgeted for $3,000).
Both he and I agreed that this time around that should be avoided if
nossikle, though where the money to deal with this house will come from

is a good ocuestion. “foving the house may bve 2 possihility; I 4o not know
“ow it in its nresent location fits into their site »lan.

2nother possibdle use we toyed with for the early hailding is to
use it for a visitors' center for Roclk Mall. It is at the entrance to
Rock HYall rmroper, nrominently located on the Chestertown-Pock Hall 7oad,
and is ideallv located for such purprosz2. Certainly warth notinog is that
it is probanhly the oldest surviving structure within the present
corporate limits of 20ock Hall., R 13ilt-in volunteer corrs to operate,
a visitor center would live in adjacent elderly *ousing. Rock Hall may
profit from such a center since it is increasingly a tourist attraction.
merhans there is a possibility of some rehahilitation funding from the
Tovm of Pock #all although I have not discussed this with any government
officials from Pock Hall, for which P. J. Elhourn is the mayor.

Followina are some of the significant features of the story-and-a-
half section:

1. Plan is hall-and-parlor, with entry doors (one at least with
3-light transom) both sides opposite each other into the ™all.” TPorch
is on south side, awav from the road (which is a 20th century road) . The
south side may originally have *reen the main, approach side though it is
not now.

2. There are no outbuildings of significance; what there might have
heen may have heen demolished when the new road to the north was huilt.

3. Original hoase was prohahly three havs wide; a fourth »av on the
south sile se~ms to have teen added. TFirst-storv windows had ®-over-6
lights. ‘funtins have reen removed and single-light glass installed, ™ut
the sash of at least several 'rindows azpear to be original.

b///
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A. Tonf is stees gable, with two /G gakrle-rnofei dorners in each
slore; the form, Adesnite this “ouse's ampar~nt late date for such a form,
is tyoical of many early Xent Tounty houses.

5. The corner (or, rariotelv, ladler) stair of the "13ll,” now the
Yitchen has bsen rsroved. The stair to the second story is now a straight-
rin stair in the to-storw, 20thi-century section. I can't remenmher i€
the "marlor” also had a stair (~izre there is now a closet); I think so.

5. Doth first—-storv rooms -izre heated coity firs-laces. The contire
firanlace/mantel of the rarlor “as been coversd and hence was not viaorrad,
~he hall/kitchen firanlacz orening "as e2n clos<ed ari a stove is in uase.

Te mantle is tall and plain, a snrt of vernacular ~Sreel “ovival sort
sometimes csen in Went Tountv. This firenlace “as a low firehach, of
“ric*, of the sort seen hera in the early nineteenth centurwv.

7. It is guite nossihle, though I was unable to confirm it, that at
least part, if not all, of this early section is of nlanked log construc-
tion. I had some suspicion of this wvhile trying to peer unier the sheet
asmhalt siding overlvinag the horizontal weatherboarding under it. ly
feeling is that such nlanked-log construction is prota*lv confined to
the west gahle end although it is guite nossihle that the east gabls
end, which aruts the added two-story section, is similar; it could not
Re viewed. T snoke with one of the current ovmers of the “wouse, who
grew up there in the 1247's and 125%'s. I asted him if he “nev anvthing
about how the end wall was constructed. UYe said he'd helped his father repair
siding many vears ago but had trouble dasscrihing verhally what he saw. I
then asked him (be's a bHoat hruilder) if he could Araw +hat he saw, and
what he drew ras a nlanked loq dovetailed at the corner, nrohably into a
corner nost. Surviving houses of nlanked log construction are quite rare
in ¥ent County, and this one apnears to be unusual in that the entire
structure probably is not of that construction.

8. There is a crawl space ‘vhich I viewed as »est I could. Due to
deterioration an? dehris, I could not determine for certain whether the
two long sides are supported by oiers or whether there was originally a
continuous brick foundation.

I Aid a partial title search for th=s nroperty because I was curious
and hecause I 'was homeful that it niaht turn uo useful information ahout
the age of the structure and the nature of the farm. ™he search "ras
nartial because title searches were r=ally excluded from our contract
with the Historical Society and hecause I hit a snag (involving a law
suit and trustee's sale) and simoly could not snend any more volunteer
time on the work.

drieflyv, though, this is what I found: 1In 13%50 the trustee, as
required hy the Circuit Zourt sitting as the Court of Cruitv, =old the
property pursuant to an order of 1857 to John M. Hersch. Jacob Stevens
appears to have been the previous owner, though I never did find when he
acquired the nroperty. John A. Yersch was a Serman Jew, a carventer Tho
landed in Poston and then proceeded to Baltimore, where he was said to
have built several houses on Tederal !ill. e came to ¥ent “ounty about
1856. Some of his descendants live in Xent Countv; I have spoken with
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ROCK HALL BUSINESS REFERENCES,
BO CK H;ALL R 0.1 Dr. J. H. PRICH, Physician and Surgeon, Res. near
Lankford P. O.
Bist v KENT C9 Q. CONNBLLY, Miller and Dealer in Floor, Feed,
(Dist NeS

Tees

. Dowrne, )

Grain, &e.

JOHN A.SCHWEARER, Wheelwright and Blacks.
smith. Repairing of all kinds promptly and neatly
done at reasonable rates, Shop at Fairlee,

WM. J. PAYNBE, Dealer in ‘;gry Goods, Notions,

Boots, Shoes, Furs, &c. Fairlee,

B. B. ADKINSON, Dealer in Dry Goods, Notions,
Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, Read -made Clochin‘,
China and Tinware, &c. Edesville.

J.W. VAN LIER, Dealer in Dry Goods, Notions,
Hats, Caps, Fruits, and all goods usually kept in &
first class Country Store. l-'?delvilla.

GEORGE B. LBARY, Manafacturer of, and Dealer
in Lumber of all kinds. Peach and Berry.boxes

e constantly on hand. Mill at « '('.‘:ny’l Ian’ Wharf,

. L. MASLIN. Jr. Desler in Tobacoa. O ¥

e
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Judefind Farm

(at original location)




