MORGNEC GENERAL STORE K-444
Morgnec, Maryland
(ca 1900)

In the early 20th century country stores were crucial to the
rural economy. They served as sources of commodities, as gathering
places, and sometimes as post offices. Most country stores were
operated by white merchants and served partons of both races. In
the long established village of Morgnec, however, the community

store was owned and operated by Blacks for many years.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building located on the side of old Morgnec Road housed the last store to
service the village of Morgnec. The structure is frame and is made up of a central
gable-roofed portion and two side wings. The main part of the store has its gable
facing the street and a three-bay wide car porch. There is a central entrance under
the porch. This door has two large store windows on either side. The central gable-
roofed portion of the building is flanked by one-story additions on both sides. The
easternmost addition has a shallow gable roof and 6 over 6 sash windows; that on the
west has a shed roof that slopes to the rear. Although the interior of the building
was not open to study, its detailing is in all probability as simple as that of the

exterior.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the early 20th century country stores were crucial to the rural economy.

They served as sources of commodities, as gathering places, and sometimes as post

offices. Most country stores were operated by white merchants and served patrons of

both races. In the long established village of Morgnec, however, the community

store was owned and operated by Blacks for many years.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Marsha L. Fritz, Survey Consultant

ORGANIZATION
Kent County Planning Commission

DATE

778-4600, ext.67

STREET & NUMBER
Court House

TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN
Chestertown, Maryland

STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438
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