DR. SMITH HOUSE K-427
Fairlee, Maryland
(ca 1900)

The most architecturally interesting house in the village of
Fairlee is a gambrel-roofed Shingle Style building which is located
on the northeast side of 0ld Route 20.

Two stories plus attic in height, the house is L-shaped and
covered by a broad gambrel roof. Variety is given by several
gambrel-roofed and gable-roofed dormers at the second story.

The first floor is defined by a roof line which covers a
porch on the front facade but continues around the sides as a flaring
eave of the main gambrel. Under this roof is a screened front
porch with round columns and a shingled rail and two three-sided
bay windows.

Directly behind the house is a two story, gambrel-roofed barn.
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The most interesting house in the village of Fairlee is a gambrel roofed Shingle
Style building which is located on the northeast side of 0l1d Route 20.

Two stories plus attic in height, the house is L-shaped and covered by a broad
gambrel roof. Variety is given by several gambrel-roofed and gable-roofed dormers at
the second story.

The first floor is defined by a roof line which covers a porch on the front facade
but continues around the sides as a flaring eave of the main gambrel. Under this roof is
a screened front porch with round columns and a shingled rail and two three-sided bay
windows--one on the west corner of the front and one on the northwest side under the
crossing gambrel.

Most windows have 1 over 1 sash although some are double. Those in the side gabl
roofed dormers are wide 2 over 2 sash. Windows on the second floor have segmentally
arched upper sash set under shallow pointed or arched frames. The trim is plain and
flat with a composite molding backband. The main entry door has a transom and galss
door. All roof edges have a composite crownmolding and shallow cornice.

The interior stair is located in the east corner of the building. Trim is reeded and
used with corner blocks; doors have five panels. The most unusual feature of the interior
is the use of pressed tin ceilings and cornices in all rooms of the house except the
maid's room on the second floor rear. A great variety of patterns are used.

The building is covered with dark brown wooden shingles (installed over weather-
boarding) and all trim is painted white. It has a black asphalt shingle roof and a

brick foundation. Directly behind the house is a two story, gambrel-roofed barn.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Emerging after the American Centennial Celebration, the Shingle Style merged a
reinterpretation of America's colonial architecture with a fascination with the design
possibilities inherit in wood and an architectural investigation of the unique American
life style. Because it combined American history, an understanding of technology, and
culture into new building forms, the "Shingle Style" is considered by some to be the

first American style.* The first Shingle Style buildings were enormous resort homes for
the wealthy in New England. Gradually its forms entered the 1exicon of vernacular
architecture and simplified Shingle-style buildings began to appear throughout the
country.

In addition to its use of shingles this little building in Fairlee has the expansive
gambrel roof and picturesque composition that characterized many shingle style houses. It
was built by Dr. Frank Smith about 1900.

* Scully, Vincent J., Jr. The Shingle Style, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1976.)
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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