MT. PLEASANT CHURCH (K-405)
Fairlee, Maryland
(ca 1900)

Mt. Pleasant Church houses an independant congregation, and
serves as a center of a small, Black community on the northern edge
of Fairlee. The building was constructed about 1900 in a late,

vernacular interpretation of the Gothic Revival style.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mt. Pleasant Church is a small, one-story frame building with a two-story campanile
constructed against its southern corner. The structure is sited on a low hill facing the
junction of Route 298 and Fish Hatchery Road. It faces northwest.

The church has a gable front with a central, double-door entry. On either side of
the doors, is a one over one sash window with a pointed upper sash. Pointed-headed
windows are also used in each of the four bays along the length of the building; on the
sides they have five over four sash. All openings have unmolded 4' wooden trim and
plain sills. Above the main doors in the gable is a single, rotated, square window.

The roof is about an 45° gable with overhanging eaves, but no gable return. At the
rear of the building is a shed addition which contains the altar and choir.

Seams in the weatherboarding show that the square tower is a later addition. It !
a pointed sash window in the south face, first floor, and square openings in the belfry.
Its pyramidal roof is capped with a cast iron finial.

Above the eaves line, the building and tower are covered with imbricated shingles.
The body of each is sheathed with narrow weatherboarding finished against cornerboards.
The entire building is painted white; the roof is green asphalt shingles.

The interior room is surrounded by narrow beaded-board wainscoting. Window and door
trim is reeded; the flooring is narrow, yellow pine. The altar is raised and set off
from the sanctuary by a chancel rail with turned, oak balusters. The simple pews are
fairly recent and replace pews with fleur-de-lis heads. Walls inside the church are

painted white, wooden trim is brown, and the windows have plain, primary-colored glass.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mt. Pleasant Church houses an independant congregation, and serves as a center of a
small, Black community on the northern edge of Fairlee. The building was constructed

about 1900 in a late, vernacular interpretation of the Gothic Revival style.
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Marsha L. Fritz, Survey Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE

Kent County Planning Commission 778-4600, ext.67
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Court House
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Chestertown, Maryland 21620

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement. ’

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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