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SPENCER HOUSE
Kennedyville, Maryland
(ca 1916)

In the first two decades of the 20th century a new kind of house
type began to appear on the Shore. It was related to both the bungalow
houses and to the Neo-classic style and constrasted sharply to the
towering vertical confections of the late nineteenth century. These
new houses were horizontal in feeling and simple in detail. Although
the treatment of plan, circulation, and mass was similiar to their
predecessors, these structures were restrained, and balanced, some-
times even symmetrical.

The Spencer House is an excellant example of these modest
vernacular houses. It was constructed about 1916 in an area that
had been open farmlands until the First World War. The dwelling has
all of the characteristics of its period, and its Neo-classical
heritage is clearly shown by its pedimented entry and by the bracketed

pediments used above the bays.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Spencer House is an early 20th century house on the west side of Main Street
in Kennedyville. It is a 2% story frame structure which is covered by a hipped roof.

On the east, north, and south, its square plan is interrupted by projecting bays
octagonal in the front and north and square on the south;side. A deep, one story porch
stretches across the front of the building and along the north side to the projecting
side bay. Behind the structure is a two-story, gable-roofed kitchen ell.

The roof has wide overhangs, a boarded soffet, and a cyma crown crownmolding. The
fascia on the walls' surface is a flat, plain board about 10" wide. The tympanum in each
of the projecting bays is filled with the same narrow weather boarding used to cover the
house; the cornice continues along the base of the pediment and is supported by three
simple brackets in each of the corners. In the front (east) pediment there is a half.
circle window. The roof is covered with grey asphalt shingles.

The porch has a raised-seam shed roof except at the door south of the front bay
window where a flat pediment demarks entry. This cornice is detailed similiarly to that
of the main house; the roof is supported by simple round columns. There is a railing
with turned balusters; the broad wooden steps are flanked at the base by'turned newel
posts with ball tops. Like the rest of the house, the porch is frame.

Windows have one over one sash and vary in width according to their location. Those
in the face of the octagonal bays are quite wide; those in the side are narrower. There
is a double window above the main entry and a opalescent stained glass window left of the
entry door lights the stair at landing level. Window trim is flat and plain. The main
entry has a glass light in the door but no transom or side lights.

The L-shaped main stair is located to the south of the entry door in a stair/entry

hall. The stair is oak with a square paneled newel and paneled spandrel. Its slender

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the first two decades of the 20th century a new kind of house type began to
appear. It was related to both the bungalow houses and to the Neo-classic style and
constrasted sharply to the towering vertical confections of the late nineteenth century.
These new houses were horizontal in feeling and simple in detail. Although the
treatment of plan, circulation, and mass was similiar to their predecessors, these
structures were restrained, and balanced, sometimes even symmetrical.

Typically these vernacular houses of the early twentieth century are square in plan
with a hipped roof. Projecting bays--octagonal or square--are common and are frequently
covered by pedimented gable roofs. There is always an emphasis on sweeping roofs and
deep wide porches. Massive and solid, the structures are covered by taunt, thin skins,
often of wooden sheathing enriched by detailing with a classical feeling. On the interior,
the buildings usually have their stairs located in a corner hall and window and door
openings framed with flat, mass-produced, reeded trim.

The Spencer house is an excellant example of these modest vernacular houses. It
was constructed about 1916 in an area that had been open farmlands until the First World
War. The dwelling has all of the characteristics of its period, and its Neo-classical
heritage is clearly shown by its pedimented entry and by the bracketted pediments used

above the bays. The house is meticulously cared for and in virtually original condition.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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(Description #7 cont'd) K-385

turned balusters rest on a closed string. The doorway to the main
room opposite the stair has a central segmental arch and a pair of
round columns. The doorway to the room behind is also wide, but not
arched. There are interior corner fireplaces in the first floor
rooms; each has a beveled mirror and high shelf supported by fluted
columns with acanthus leaf capitols. Trim throughout the house is
reeded and turned corner blocks are used at the corners. The
flooring is maple 3" to 4" in width.

Behind the house are gardens and a gable-roofed garage. The
buildings are painted white with grey trim.
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B8AMUBL 8. HOPKINS, Proprietor of Urieville
Flouring Mill. Best Grades of Family Flour manu-
factured and kept on hand for sale at all times, also
Custom Work done at all times. All persons are

KENNEDYVILLE BUSINESS REFER.- solicited to give.me a call. 24 miles from Kenne-
ENCEHS. dyville,

WILLIAM 8. CULP, (:arienter and Builder, and J. F. POTE, Blacksmith at Urieville. All kinds of

Manufacturer of Peach-baskets, Orders solic.’ted_ Blacksmithing done Wish ne.atness and disp;tch. All

C. H. J. BPARKS, Proprietor of Cash Store. Is , persons wanling anything in my line will please
now offering to the public a full line of Dry Goods, give mea call. 24 miles from Kennedyville.

Notions, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, and other Ar. A. 8TRON G, Wheelwright at Urieville. All kmfls

ticles usually kept in a country store. Ready-made of Wheelwrighting done with neatness and dis-

Clothing always on hand, or ordered at short natice, tch. Persons wanting anything in my line will

o well to give me a call. Shop 23 miles from

My Goods were bought for cash, and can offer bet-
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