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Massey Farm
Near Chestertown
1st Quarter 19th Century

The early 19th century frame dwelling which stands on the Massey
Farm resembles two brick houses in the County; the Costen Farm and
Grantham & Forest Farm both in the First District. The similarities are in
form, fenestrations, and plan. Each of the two-story buildings has a four-
bay facade, and a roof without dormers. Each has a two-story wing and a
nearly equal hall-parlor plan, with both rooms having its own stair and

entry.

In the case of the Massey Farmhouse, the western room corner stair
has been replaced with a straight run stair and the mantels and other
period woodwork have been removed. One feature unique to this house is a
recessed entry in the south facade which provides access to the basement as
well as the kitchen. In this area original horizontal sheating boards are still

exposed and not covered with asbestos shingles.

In the 1877 Atlas, the property is owned by the heirs of G. B. Ford.



K - 380

MASSEY FARM
Chestertown, Maryland
(early 19th)

Massey Farmhouse represents one type of housing of the early 19th
century. The building is similiar in plan to two nearby frame houses,
willowdale (K-204) and the Urieville Miller's House (K-291.) All three of
these structures originally had corner stairs and hallways on the north
side of the second floor although they are essentially hall and parlour

houses. This structure measured 34' by 17' and has a later side wing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Massey Farmhouse is significant because it is one of Kent County's older buildings

and because it represents one type of housing of the early 19th century. The building

is similiar in plan to two nearby frame houses, Willowdale (K-204) and the Urieville

Miller's House (K-291.) All three of these structures originally had corner stairs

and hallways on the north side of the second floor although they are essentially hall

~ and parlour houses.
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(Description #7 continued) K- 380 2.

bulkhead, now enclosed within the addition walls. In the cellar-way wide horizontal
boarding, the original exterior sheathing, is visible.

The exterior of the building is covered with asbestous shingles and has a sheet
metal roof. The one-bay entry porch is an early 20th century addition. The
windows and storm windows were installed within the last 20 years.

Inside, the first floor rooms retain virtually none of their original finish.
Mantles were removed and discarded. One corner stair remains; the other has been
replaced with a single-run stair that occupies much of the west room on the first
floor. Originally, both corner stairs occupied the northern corners of the plan,
a rather unusual arrangement also seen at Willowdale, (K-204) a house about 1%
miles south of this one. Like Willowdale, the Massey Farmhouse has a hallway
on the north side of the second floor.

One early six-panel door can be seen on the first floor. It has Grecian
ovolo and square moldings applied to the raised unbeveled panels (one side only)
and, i1f original, suggestsa construction date of the second quarter of the
19th century. This door was originally hung on HL hinges.

Beaded board doors lead to the second floor rooms; they are set in frames

trimmed with Grecian ovolo and square moldings. Flooring is wide, random
yellow pine.

The structural frame is conceiled except for the corner posts and plate.
Window frames are exposed and mortice & tenoned & pegged into the plate.

Rafters of the roof are sawn and half lapped and pegged.

Interior treatment of the side wing is of recent date.
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