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Christ Methodist Church
. Chestertown, Md.
privately owned

The most impressive brick Gothic kevival stucture in Kent County
Christ Methodist Church contains many decorative elements of the
period.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
A late Gothic Revival (1887) brick church Christ Methodist
Church was built in anirregular cruciform shape. It has a
rough granite block base and sandstone trim around windows,
on buttresses and as belt coursing. Much of this sandstone
is spalling.

The High St. or northern facade has a massive two storey gothic
arch with three supporting gothic stained glass windows topped

by three circular windows of a quatrefoil design. This is flanked
by two buttresses and stained glass Gothic windows. Above the
gothic arch is a massive circular window containg quatrefoils

and above that, below the gable pediment, are three rectangular
ventilator windows. The west facade, front, facing both north

and west, contains a 2% storey turrett with spire, dormer and

4 part finial., Decorative devices are gothic sindows, circular
windows and tile motifs under the cornice.

The western axis has a storey and % extension for the church
office and rector's study, with entrance through the section
possessing the turrett. .

The dominant element of the building on the eastern axis is the
bell tower, three stories high with massive spire surrounded by
four shorter spires and containing 4 ventilator dormers.. The
main entrance into the namve is through the front of the bell
tower.

The church has the original slate roof with interesting snow stops
at the fXoot of the roof. Part of the decorative motif is missing
from the top of the front gable. The main part of the chumh has

4 dormers, 2 on each side, on the roof, with rectangular stained
glass windows, to admit light. The two storey sanctuary protrudes
slightly from the southern gable and originally had 3 stained
glass windows. One was removed to permit entry from the 1949
Parish House, which now partially encloses the o0ld sanctuary.

Buttresses and gothic stained glass windows are used throughout
on the first floor. 7The original fabric of the church is almost
totally complete save the finial missing from the front gable and
the inclusion of the sanctuary into the new Parish house.

From the bell tower to the street the brick is of the pressed
variety and there is a rusticated granite base to the building.

From the bell tower south the appearance is different, the brick

of a softer type, etc. as this part was hidden from public view

by a house on the corner lot (which is now gone). JThe western

axis is almost totally screened by a house and is the same as the
east from the bell tower back. .

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE contractor

Christ Methodist Church is ne doubt the most impressive brick
Gothic Revival structure in Kent County. Decorative elements
of the styple include buttresses, gothic arches, finials,
etc. contribute to complete this structure.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights. .

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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1. STATE Maryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
county Kent County INVENTORY
TOWN VICINITY ; K
STREETN0.401 High Street 2. NAME Christ Church _?%’9

' C DATE OR PERIOD - )
e eman crvie Gothic revival [Miklchniu)
PRESENT OWNER Christ Church ARCHITECT
PRESENT USE Church BUILDER
WALL CONSTRUCTION Brick 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES 1
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC

Christ Church is eight bays deep and five bays wide.
(The actual facade is only three bays.) The entrance is
in a tower facing the street which is the fourth bay
back from the facade. The tower is square with buttresses
projecting from the corners. It reaches nearly to the
ridge of the main building. At this height, there are
four small turrets and finally a very steep octagonal
spire with metal crown at the apex. The windows have
gothic arches and those within the tower and on what
would be called the facade(s) are surrounded by a greenish
stone as well as a band at window sill level and the
projecting portions of the buttresses.

The street facade has a large three part window
with gothic tracery and two smaller windows. At eve
level there is a small rose window and above that, a three
part louvered opening.

At the west of the facade stands a smaller hexagonal

tower. There are stair glass window throughout.
5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered Interior x'-rier (gOOd)

Building is of brick on a granite foundation.

@ 1B&W
6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) - NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. Michael Bourne

Maryland Historical Trust

DATE OF RECorRp  Feb. 9, 1968
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