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DeKalb Smith House

121 B Washington Ave.

Chestertown, Md.

privately owned and rented as apartments

Moved to its present location in 1960 the large Victorian DeKalb
Smith dwelling was constructed after 1883 for the former Comptroller
of Maryland. Now set back between two lots it is difficult to view.

?he original location was where the present C & P Telephone Building
is.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The west facade of this home formerly faced directly on Washington Ave.
and now is only a short distance behind 121 wWash.ngton Ave. and is broken
into apartments. It is built on a cross gable plan and is a two and %
story frame house in need of care in addition to some restoration. This
facade is five bays wide. From 1 to r one views two 2/2 double hung and
shuttered windows with lintels,on both the first and 2nd floors. The
cornice of the north gable roof, directly above, is a plain box type.

The west gable follows housing the central double door with one light
transome and directly above it a 2/2 double hung and shuttered window
with lintel. To the side are two elongated side lights. The topmost
panes of these and the main window are s*ained glass. Continuing south
there are two 2/2 double hung, shutteres windows with lintels on both
first and second floors. In the gable is a 4 paned window, shuttered,
with decorated balcony. Directly above this balcony window the framing
has been constructed in a fan shaped design. The gable cornice is a
rather simple decorated one while the turned posts and balusters of

the balcony and the supporting brackets with drops are much more elaborate.
In the peak of the gable is an additional decorative motif, which is
used on all gables on the west,south and east sides of the house.

From the northern view one can see the additions. At the west end of the

north side is a gable with its decorated cornice and motif at the peak.
Fish scales sheath the gable and there are three side by side windows and
behind them a multilayer capped chimney. Below the gable windows is a

shed type roof with box cornice. All roof areas of the house are of compo-
sition type §hingles. The first and second floors each house, from 1 tc r,
two narrow side by side windows, and then two 2/2 double hung windows. The
single bay width of the rear, or east of this facade, before the next

2% story wing abutts it, has one 2/2 narrow window on each level. The
first wing, north view, is two bays wide, with A roof and plain box cornice.
On each level, from 1 to r, are a 2/2 window and a 1/1 narrow window. The
second, 1 story wing with slight A roof with decoration and finial on

the roof ridge, contains, from 1 to r, two 2/2 windows and a narrow
elongated 6 pane window. The final 1 story wing with shed type roof is

unbroken on this side. .
The east side, or rear of the house, 1s very broken up. In the largest

gable there zrc th: rlain box cornice and two 2/2 windows. A single dormer
is on the roof tc the north of this gable. On the second level are two

2/2 partially shuttered windows. To the south, on the second level and

in the southern projection of the dwelling is a single 2/2 window and be-
low it on the first level two 1/1 windows. This second floor makes a

right angle at the corner while on the first floor below it the corner has
been deleted to form a three sides bay with the east side nhousing a 1/1
window. There are brackets and a decorated cornice below the second floor
right angle. The first 1% story wing, with its decorated ridge and finial
is unbroken, while the final addition with shed roof has a door and 2/2
shuttered window.

The south facade contalns two gables and a full view of the tall multilayer
eappred brickx chimney rising from behind the tallest gable. Both gables,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY see next page
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FJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHI CAL REFERENCES

Fred G. Usilton, "The History of Chestertown - Gem City on the Chester"

CONTINUE QN SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[CIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1,282 acres more or less

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION heginning at a concrete monument on the east side
of a 50' wide St. xnown as wWashington Ave., said monument being on the sw
corner of the herin described lands and tne nw cornrer of the Coleman lands,
and running thence, by and with east side of wWashinton Ave. N 02? 00 min.
Q 216.11 ft. to a point, the sw corner of the Allspach lands, and s 88°
36 min. 20 sec. w 3.70 ft. to a conceete monument, thence by and with said
Allspach lands and lands of otfhars over gaid monument, N 88%°36 min.20 sec.

continued on sen.ghed

TiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[81F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE y
Kathleen B, White, Historic Site sSurveyor Bok, «19%

ORGANIZATION DATE
Md. Historical Trust/@ity of Chestertown

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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verbal boundary description continued from p. 4

E 28.9 ft. to a point and a corner of the aforementioned Coleman lands
(this part of the Coleman lands was originally part of lot #35, a

part of the Smith lands.); thence by and with said Coleman lands, the
3 following courses and distances:

Be ) S 027 mlee B 1BL .20 4284 80 & pije

2,) & BOUP mart. 30 lgeed W-LWILEA6 1. t® 4 pipe

3.) S 77°30 min. W 144,50 ft. to beginning.
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WHG 66/283 /25/60 Kent and Queen Annes Hospital Auxiliary, Inc.
and Edith H. Clark, Lucy Hines, Burtie
Clements, and Jessie Graham Adkins (laters are
heirs at law) to Chesapeake and Potomac
Telephone Company. %

WHG 66/389  7/28/60  washington College and C and P Telephone Co.
sale of lease to C and P.

WHG 66/281  7/25/60 Marion deKalb Clark, Executor of will of Ann
B. Smith, deceased to Kent and Queen Annes
Hospital Auxiliary, Inc.

Will

ERB 1/356 3/24/51  of Ann B. Smith, above land and house to K &
QA Hospital Auxiliary, Inc. "to be used as a
home for%ﬁ%d and as aConvalescent Home for

Hospital patients” to be run by the Auxiliary.

RAS 35/496 1/2/45 Ann B. Smith, Executrix of estate of Marion
deK. Smith, deceased, Addie B. Smith, deceased,
Marion deK. Smith, Jr. deceased, to Ann B.S3mith,
(only surviving heir)
(except part conveyed by Ann B. Smith to
George W. Baldwin and wife,5/2/47, WHG 2/505)

*WHG 66/286 7/25/60 quitclaim of Mary E. @ox and Rebecca E. ratterson
to C & P Telephone Co. All heirs of Ann B.
Smith are deceased, with the exception of above
who are heirs of Bertie Cockey and thus they
join in conveying their interest to C & F.

SB 5/347 6€/22/83 Washington College to Marion deK Smith, lease
for 99 years, ground rent of $1.50 per acre
per year, plus 3715, to be paid at inception
of lease.
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