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Bolton-Anderson House, Powers House 
Maple Avenue, Chestertown 
c. 1780 

John Bolton, merchant of Chestertown, purchased lot No. 23 in 1759 

for the sum of @28.i This price indicates that there was Httle in the way of 

improvement on the property at that time. Bolton constructed his own 

residence on the north side of the lot, on the comer of Queen and Fish 

Streets. He also built a stable or "cow house" in the yard, for it is described 

as such in his will written in 1784 and is listed in subsequent deeds as the 

same.2 

In an effort to pay off Bolton's debts, Thomas McClure, his executor, 

sold off most of his properties. Bolton's house and its "cow house" were sold 

to William Dunn in 1786.3 The southeast part of the lot, however, had been 

sold earlier, in 1784, immediately after Bolton's death, to James Anderson.4 

As Anderson paid nearly as much for his half lot as Dunn had paid for his 

(@301 and @350 respectively) it is likely that the half lot was similarly 

improved with a dwelhng house and that Bolton had been responsible for 

its construction. 

While the earliest part of the existing structure consists of the three 

most northwestern bays, the two bay extension along the same axis is 

nearly as old. It, as well as the 1-1/2 story, four bay brick wing out the back 

date from the late 18th Century. 

During the 19th Century overhanging eaves and a central gable with 

flanking dormers were added (an addition similar to that of its neighbor on 
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the comer of Water Street). A flat roof two bay porch was added to the 

front. Later, a board and batten carriage house was bmlt in the back of the 

property. In 1901, a frame second story was built on to the old kitchen wing. 

Around 1970, the porch was enclosed, but the original beaded 

weatherboard can still be seen along with the original 9/6 windows with 

period trim. The original section has 6/6 sash on the second story, whereas 

the two bay extension has 9/6. The chimneys are exposed on both gable 

ends of the house. 

1. Land Records, Lib. JS 29, fol. 188. 

2. Land Records, Lib. EF 6, fol. 377. 

3. Land Records, Lib. EF 7, fol. 36. 

4. Land Records, Lib. EF 6, fol. 377. 
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Powers House. late 18th century 
Chestertown 

Private 

One of Chestertown's several 5-bay late eighteenth century frame houses, 

the Powers House is in excellent repa i r , i t s original aspect marred only by an 

enclosed porch covering t w o bays o n the facade and a Victorian central g a b l e . 

The original section has beaded c l a p b o a r d siding, and the fireplace backs a r e 

exposed on both gable ends. The house is s imi lar i n general design and i n many 

details to t he Metcalf Apartments building around the corner on Water Street. 

There i s a n original carriage shed in t h e r e a r . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

108 Maple Avenue i s located on the southwest side of Maple Avenioe between Water 
and Queen ^ t r e^ t s on Town Lot 22 in Chestertown, 

v'> 
I t i s a 2|--story, 5-bay eightefinth century frane house with an "A" roof and gabled 
dormers, s imilar in bas ic coneeption and sooie de ta i l t o the Metcalfe Apartments 
around the comer on Water S t r e e t . Both houses have a cen t ra l f u l l height peaked 
gable, and in the case of IO8 Maple (and therefore perhaps also in the case of the 
Apartments) i t i s a nineteenth century a l t e r a t i on . I n t e r i o r s tnuctural evidence 
revea ls tha t there was a normal gabled dormer where the large Victorian gable i s now» 

The facade of the house i s syminetrical and the house i s one room deep. There i s 
There i s an i-Hingt.not qu i t s squared t o the southeast ( l e f t ) gable end, which was 
o r ig ina l ly 1 or I f s t o r i e s and b r i ck . In 1901, a second frame s tory wasbi i l t on 
top i f i t . 

The o r ig ina l sect ion of the house i s sided with beaded clapboard and s i t s on a very 
low br ick and f ie lds tone foundation, A single story enclosed porch (added in the 
ea r ly 1970's) covers the cen t ra l entrance and adjacent window to the northwest 
( r i g h t ) . 

The windov '̂S on the facade are double hung sash, 9/6, and have louvered shu t t e r s . 
There i s a 2/2 vrlndow in the cen t r a l gablej i t s top sash has a segmental arch. 

There i s a box cornice with a molding and a deep s o f f i t . The roof i s covered with 
composition sh ing les . There are chimneys m t h i n both gable ends. 

The southeast ( lo f t ) gable end has two ?/6 windows on the f i r s t and second s t o r i e s , 
with louvered s h u t t e r s , and a pa i r of small U-pane a t t i c windows in the gable . The 
f i rep lace back i s exposed. 

There are no windows in the northwest gable end, except for a pair of a t t i c x^indows 
in the gable . The f i rep lace back i s exposed on th i s end of the house a l so . 

There i s a shed-roofed porch to the rear of the or iginal sect ion. 

The L-wing i s of the same height as the or ig ina l sec t ion , i s four bays deep and one 
room wide, and i s sided with clapboard (not beaded). F i r s t story windows on the 
wing aire 6 /6; second s to ry , 2/2 , and a l l have louvered shu t t e r s . There i s a chimney 
about 2/3 of the way back. 

There i s a carr iage shed to the rear of the house which looks t o be quite old; i t 
i s dided vrith board and batten and has a standing seam t i n roof. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SPECIFIC DATES late 18th century BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This Is an extremely handsome (and 1*11 kept) e/an^ile o£/a p-bay eighteenth centiuy 
frame residence, of which there are/*J[^in Chaetertown/tin o'fcha:i'̂  Twaaggpsfefcy .'ilu'uuu^̂ ê  
i^Me^gffil^fts«Man«bMHa«nnaMsaBsite^uii BLiiuut/ The search for i t s actual date of 
construction i s a nearly hopeless one, nainly because the house vras in the Constable 
f anily back in to the eighteenth century and i s not mentioned nor i t s property 
partioned u n t i l 186?, when John Bordley and William Burchinal, who bought i t as par t 
of a la rge package from Constable h e i r s , sold i t and i t s piece of Town Lot 23 for 
$1800 to Robert Stewart. 

Miscellaneous Data 

Will of Robert Constable Liber 7 Fo1io 210 (1796) ; 

—Loaves his dwelling house on half of Town Lot 88 to his wife. 
Leaves other half of Town Lot 88 t o h i s son, John. 

-—Asks t ha t LOt 30 and the house on i t be sold to pay off i t s mortgage. 
Other r e a l e s t a t e , which turns out t o be Lots 22 and 23, is l e f t 

bo be divided among the h e i r s . 

Their next owner i s Margaret Ann Osbom (somehow a Constable) who i s not one 
of h i s daughters (Sarah, Catharine, El izabeth, and Har r i e t ) . She and her husband, 
Thomas H. Osbom, s e l l Lots 22 and 23 to John McKenney (JNG 7 5l^) in l81a for 
$3000. McKenney se l l s to Bordeley in l8U6 for |2700. 

There i s no documentary evidence of Robert Constable acquiring Lots 22 and 23 
tha t has turned up ye t . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Beginning where the -northerly corner of the lands and 
premises join t he lands of G.M, Baldwin on said Maple Avenue and running in a 
southeas ter ly d i rec t ion by and with said Maple Avenue a distance of 8O f e e t , 6 
inches t o the lands of M. D. Hudson, e t a l . and extending from said Maple Avenue 
an even depth of 245 f e e t , 6 inches forming a parallelogram of 80 fee t , 6 inches 
by 245 f e e t , 6 inches . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Robert Keill Historic Site Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust / Town of Chestertown Maryland 1976 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN ' STATE ' 

The Maryland His tor ic S i tes Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legis la ture , to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Ar t i c l e 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not cons t i tu te any in f r inge­
ment of individual property r i g h t s . 

RETURN TO: Maryland His to r i ca l Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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