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Hepburn Farm, Hedgewood Farm 1854-1856
Chestertown

Private

Hepburn Farm house was constructed in 1854-56 for a cost of
$1,688.02. A surviving ledger shows that a considerable amount of
building material was brought in: millwork from Port Deposit, floor-
ing, lumber, and shingles from Baltimore; bricks may have been burned
locally for the account says "Burning 80,000 brick, $400.00." The
newel post and handrail cost $5.50. The building is in many ways a
typical one of its period with a three bay main house and two bay
kitchen, both of brick and both two stories tall.
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Hepburn Farm House is a simple three bay, two story building
with a lower two story, two bay wing. The building is brick, but
there are no elaborate brick details; a three course corbelled
cornice, stretcher flat arches above window openings and corbelled
chimney caps are primary ornaments. The brick is laid in common
bond on all facades.

Roofs are gabled and finished against simple verge boards and
cornices. There are no dormers. The chimneys are enclosed within
the gable walls.

6/6 sash windows in narrow frames are used throughout. There
is a central entrance/stair hall in the main house and hipped roof
entrance porch with chamfered posts. Black louvered shutters are
used throughout. The main entrance has a five pane transom light
and side lights.

The interior stair has a tall, turned newel post. An original
mantle,with a diamond-shaped recess on both frieze and pilasters
and a shelf "supported" by enormous: dentils,remains in the dining
room.
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Hepburn Farm is a simple prctotypical Kent brick farm house which
is important because an account of the cost of its construction
has been found. It has also been dated and can serve as a guide
to dating other similar buildings in this area. Details such as
the corbelled brick cornice, seen in other house, (Stanley's Hope,
K-220), may assist in their dating. The account shows that, con-
trary to commonly held ideas, the main house, not the smaller simpler
wing,was the first constructed.

Considerable building material was imported, millwork from
Port Deposit and "flooring, lumber, and shingles" from Baltimore.

The house is a substantial, but modest one of its period;
presumably the price  was modest as well, $1668.02.
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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Hedgewood Farm K-226

Hedgewood Farm is an early nineteenth century
building which is three bays long and one room deep.

There are flat brick arches above the windows and a transom
and sidelights around the center door. The house has a
stepped brick cornice, three bricks deep. There is a

lower two bay long wing on the cast side of the house
probably built at the same time as the main portion.

There is a porch over the north center entrance and on

the south side of the kitchen wing. Some large English
boxwood bushes stand on the north side of the house.

This tract of land formerly belonged to the lepbron
family of which Shephard’s Delight is the most noted part
of tdward Hepbron estate.

The interior has been completely modernized in recent
years by former owners. There is a central hall with
stairs flanked by a room on each side. The newest part
of the stair is typical of the 1830-1840 period.

There is an early brick meat house east of the house.
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