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NEGLECT FARM
Millington, Maryland

(19th)

Neglect Farmhouse is a two-story brick house which probably
dates from the second quarter of the nineteenth century. It is four
bays long and two bays deep with enclosed brick chimneys in the gables
and a two-story kitchen wing attached to its east side. The primary
decorative feature of the exterior of the house is the corbelled
brick cornice, a common feature of late Federal houses in Kent

County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Neglect Farmhouse is a two-story brick house which probably dates from the

second quarter of the nineteenth century. It is four bays long and two bays deep with
enclosed brick chimneys in the gables and a two-story kitchen wing attached to its east
side. It faces south.

Fenestration on the main house is arranged somewhat irregularly but so that there
are two bays in both of the first floor rooms. Doorways in the major facades are located
in the third bay from the west, and there are three-pane basement windows in the window
bays. Wooden lintles are set flush with the brick work as are the plain wood sills. All
windows, doors, and frames were replaced in an recent remodeling; although the second
floor windows are shorter than those on the first floor, six-over-six sash are used on
both stories. There are no dormers; four-light casements in each gable illuminate the
attic.

As is usual in buildings in this area, the river facade is the more formal. In
this simple house, however, the frontality is indicated only by the use of a transom
light above the door and by the positioning of the bulkhead entrance on the north facade.

The sole ornamental feature on the exterior is the four-corbel cornice. Common
bond brick is used throughout the building. Bricks are small, regular in shape and
reddish orange in color.

The kitchen wing is two stories without a basement. Two bays in length, there
are pairs of four-pane casement windows on the second floor. The doorway was originally
on the north facade with a single window on the south. The gable roof of the addition is
finished against flush cornices and a verge board.

Most of the interior finishes have disappeared. The present owners have recently

remodeled the house installing mantles, trim, and stairs which are sympathetic in deg
to the early building. A frame wing has been constructed against the north facade of

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY the wing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Neglect Farmhouse is an early Kent County building which has several features
typical of its period. These include its hall and parlour plan (now changed,) the
form and proportions of the main house, and the position of the kitchen wing. The
corbel cornice is a feature which appeared here in the second quarter of the nineteenth
century and, along with the bond pattern and brick type, indicates that this is a
late Federal building.

The house is located at the end of a long lane with a view of the Chester
River. Until roads became the primary system of travel, most country houses were

situated, l1ike this one, faging the waterways.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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