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Rose Hill 18th Century
Chestertown

Private

Rose Hill is a 40' square building with a front gable and no side
or rear wings. Three brick bonds were used in the construction of
the massive walls; Flemish, English, and the unusual all-header bond
found in Annapolis and Chestertown, but rarely in country houses.
There is a belt course and water table and two massive brick chimneys.
The major mantles and cornice inside have fretwork detailing. The
building is currently under restoration.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Located on the west side of Md. Rt. 213, two miles north of Chestertown,
Rose Hill is a 40' square, two-story, brick structure built during the
latter half of the 18th century. Its principal facade is the south
gable, in the manner of Wye House, Talbot County, and Whitby Hall, for-
merly near Philadelphia. The entrance is located in the center of five
bays and possesses an architrave with carved brackets supporting a pedi-
ment. A six-panel door is set within paneled jambs, and, like Brice
House, Annapolis, the lower panels of the jambs and door are flush with
the stiles and rails. Below the champhered water table the brick is laid
in English bond. Two cellar windows have three-center arches and the
original frames which had two horizontal bars. Above the water table
Flemish bond was used, though with little regard to the usual finish around
windows. (In some places closers are adjacent to the window frames.)
Between the first and second story windows are two three-brick belt courses
on the south and east sides. Due to the proximity of the lower belt course,
there are no decorative arches above the first story windows of the south
and east facades. Sash remaining indicate the use of 16/12 pane sash on
the first story and 12/12 sash on the second story.

Above the second story windows is a restored pent eave with plaster cove
cornice. Aboye the pent eaye, the brickwork is common bond and there is
a single six-pane casement window lighting the attic.

As of this writing, the second story window frames have been replaced
with copies of the original, which were badly deteriorated. 1In the im-
mediate future the first story window frames will be replaced for the
same reason.

All header bond was used on the east facade above the water table. The
facade is divided into four bays with a door being on the northernmost
bay. The latter has a new six-panel door and frame, but retains the
original eight-pane transom. Like the south facade, the cellar windows
are located on the two inner bays. '

Due to recent structural problems in the north wall, the majority of the
wall had to be reconstructed. The north wall originally had three bays

on both storys. The east door, which had been blocked, is now open and
will supply access to a proposed wing. The window above the door has re-
mained blocked. In the center bay is a door with a six-pane window beside
and a three-center arch above. The original frame has been restored. In
place of the west door a window opening has been restored as have the
windows above. The attic window has been enlarged from a six-pane casement
to a 6/6 double hung window.

Neither the north nor the west sides have a water table or belt course.

On the west side, the northernmost bay on both storys has been blocked

in for many years. Segmental arches are used above the west windows, but
both segmental and three-centered arches are located above the two cellar
windows, one of which has been blocked. This wall has a very severe bulge,

(see continuation sheet #1)
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DESCRIPTION

from the ground to the cornice. Large square chimneys rise from the
center of the east and west sides of the"A" roof.

When the restoration in 1974 began, the floor plan consisted of a center
corridor and two rooms on each side, with the stair rising from the
northern half of the corridor. The partition dividing the corridor

from the southwest room was installed during the latter half of the 19th
century, as it bore trim and door of that period and lacked the cornice,
and chairrail of the other portion of the room. On further investigation,
it was found that the other parallel partition was installed after the
original finish. The features which were found were: slightly lighter
trim for the door and panel moundings and the continuation of the base-
board, chairrail and cornice beneath this partition, all of which bore
paint of the earliest period. The crossette of the main entrance had
also been obscured by the introduction of this later partition.

hus, the original south half of the house was one large room measuring
bout 20 x 37 feet with two fireplaces bearing identical mantels and
lighted by eight large windows (see floor plan). Both the cornice and
the mantels have fretwork, the former with a clumsy Gothic pattern and

the latter with a more refined Chinese motif. All eight windows have
raised panel jambs and window seats and crossetted trim. Originally there
were only two doors to the room, the main entrance and a door opposite to
the central stair passage on the north half of the house. Subsequently
doors were added to both north rooms, but the west door has been elimin-
ated during the present restoration.

When the plaster was removed from the face of the fireplaces and the
ceiling, it was found that there was considerable soot on both the chim-
ney breast and joists and that the cheeks of the fireplaces had been worn
round and smooth by some activity which may have been the preparation of
food. Furthermore, the fireplaces originally had three-centered arches
which were converted to jack arches before the installation of the man-
tels, plaster and woodwork. The west fireplace was found to have had a
diagonal chimney, but due to a desire for symmetry in the completion of
the room, the brickwork was carried straight to the ceiling adjoining

the diagonal side, thus matching the east fireplace.

It was also found that the original entrance opening on the south was
carried to the height of the windows, like the door on the east facade,
but this had been filled in at the same time.

]

(see continuation sheet #2)
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Both the fireplaces in the north half of the house had three-centered
arches, but that in the northwest room was made smaller and converted

to a jack arch prior to the installation of the paneling. Similar alter-
ations are evident on the second floor.

The fireplace wall of the northwest room is paneled, as mentioned above.
To the west of the fireplace was the passage to the south room. It was
found, however, that this area was originally a cabinet with four small,
raised-panel doors, which had been removed and re-installed on either
side of the passage creating two very small closets. Horizontal board
wainscot is located only on the interior wall adjoining the stair. The
one original window retains its window seat, but unlike the south room,
it is not paneled.

Both north rooms have five-piece box cornices on all four walls and

— bolection chairrail. The composition of the overmantel raised paneling
consists of one huge panel with three smaller ones below. Close to the
bottom of the lower panels, a mantel shelf has been nailed, apparently
after another shelf and trim had been removed.

As in the northwest room, the northeast room has a passage to the south
half of the house, but the passage has been completely paneled and the

spaces behind are not accessible. This room is about three feet wider

than its counterpart due to the stair being located on the west side of
the stair hall.

The stair ascends in two major flights, but there is a platform with
step at both the base of the stair and at the landing. It has turned
newel posts and rectangular balusters and handrail, all of which are
very bold. Beneath the stair landing is the central exterior door with
adjacent six-pane window and the door to the northwest room.

On the second story, the north half of the structure is divided into a
vestibule or hall with four doors opening from it; two doors lead into
chambers, a third to the south corridor, and a fourth to the attic
ladder. From the south corridor, a door leads into the southeast cham-
ber, and on the opposite side there is a single room, which was divided
into two rooms when plumbing was installed.

- (see continuation sheet #3)
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All of the trim of the second story rooms is original except the window
trim of the northeast chamber and the closet in the southeast chamber.
It is very plain and most of the door and window trim consists only of
the backband molding. The southeast chamber windows have reeded trim
with gouge-work corner blocks and recessed-panel shutters. This appears
to date from the first quarter of the 19th century, as does the closet
mentioned above.

The attic is unfinished and was lighted only by one small window on
each gable. A common rafter roof system, joined at the apex with mor-
tise, tenon and peg and having tie beams with half~dove-tail nailed
joints, has been further stabilized with a knee wall composed of a
girder running north-south with joists running to the false plate.

A common flooring system is used throughout the house with the exception
of one header above the south room first floor. Two theories have been
jproposed for this, one that it was intended for a stair, the other that
it was installed due to structural failure in the west wall. Either
theory is possible.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rose Hill is unusual among the 18th century brick houses of Kent County.
Its size is large for the period of its construction, the third quarter
of the 18th century, indicating a builder of means. The use of a gable
end as an entrance facade is unique in the county in this period. The
form was also used in Wye House, Talbot County (1784), seat of the Lloyd
family, prestigious in 18th and 19th century Maryland.

Other unusual features of the building are its brickwork and the develop-
ment of its floor plan. The walls are laid up in three different bonds,
Flemish on the south, all-header on the east, and English on the north

and west. Rather than the usual end chimneys of this area and time period,
the chimney stacks are in the center of the house on either side of the
rear stair hall. The floor plan began in the third quarter of the 18th
century with one large room across the front and two smaller ones separated
by a stair hall in the rear. A room of such proportions as the front one
at Rose Hill was usually found only in taverns at this time. 1In the fourth
quarter of the 18th century this room was apparently divided into two smal-
ler rooms, giving the house a "four-square" plan seldom found in rural

dwellings in Kent.

Most of the woodwork remaining in Rose Hill dates from the 18th century.
Despite the uniqueness of the building itself, the woodwork dating from
the second (circa 1790s) phase of interior work is a representative ex-
ample of the craftsmanship of that period.

(see continuation sheet #4)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The research of the land history of Rose Hill is presently in a state of
some confusion. Likely builders of the house are Alexander Calder of
Kent County, gentleman, and Anthony Banning of Kent County, merchant.

By 1779 Banning owned all of the property. He died in 1787, leaving

it to his daughter, Katharine, who later married Benjamin Chew of
Philadelphia. Samuel Ringgold of Kent County owned the property from
1808 until 1849. Plats of the boundaries of these tracts will be made
to determine on which one Rose Hill stands, hopefully clarifying the
identity of its builder.

The building is being restored by its present owners.
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ROSE HILL, Kent County, Meryland

Title Bearch

Deed J5 16/429
2/8/1733

Deed JS 23/214
1/23/17141

¥1ll 3/318
3/14=15/1752

Deed DD 5/2%8
3/21/17718

Deed DD %/260
3/21/1778

Deed J8 25/435
611/1742

drthur Foreman of Kent, planter; John Foreman &
vife Mary of Kent, Flanter; and Richard Chsddook &
vife Elisabeth of Kent, Flanter to

James Oalder of Chester Town in Kent, attormey

st law

1D0 acres of Swistern (1707 petent ), left by will
of Robert Foreman late of Kent, planter, to his
ohildren (orig. 200 acres)

(reference to branch of Morgans Creek makes me
think Rose Hill 4s not on this piece of property)

Arthur Foreman of Kent planter (1), Judith Gadd of
Queen Anne's, widow of Thomas (2), James Calder of
Chester Town in Xent, Attorney at Law (3)

1680 grant to John Swaine late of Talbot, father of
sforesaid Judith « Dallington, 500 acres

will of Sweine left property to be sold by children,
this piece sold toForeman

181 scres, part Dallington for 5120 (&l 1/2/acre)
(no mention of road, Rose Hill is ri:ht on road??)

¥ill of James Calder of Chester Town attorney at law
%o son Alexander, 180 acres bought of Arthur Forman,
part Dallington, also contiguous to this, 100 acres
of Swerstein slso so much of Viaven as lies to the
eastward of the road leading from main road to
plantstion lately of George Skirven where Thomas Crow
now lives (oontiguous to Swistern) also wster lott
in Chester Towm (#9) e s 8 o

wife Keth:rine to live in 1/2 Chester Town dwelling;
son James to be executor a: wife "doth labor under

a disorder . o . '

Catharine Calder of Kent widow to dnthony Bnning of
Kent merchant

all her interest, dovwer in lands which were the
inheritance of James Calder decessed her late Husb:nd
and by him devised %o his son Alexander Calder,
signed Ketharine Jalder

Alexander Calder of Kent Gentleman to inthony Bamning
of Kent Merchant

land devised to him by his faother by whatsoever names
Sthe same may be salled and whatsoever Quantity or
mumber of sores the same doth ocontain for &3,500

Arthur Foreman of Xent planter to James Calder of
Chester Towm Kent attorney at law
%0 sorrect boundaries in Js 23/214,

continued



ROSE HILL Title Search, page two

Deed DD
3/21/11715

Deed DD 5/42)
11/5/17719

Tax dssessnont
of 1783, Chester
&Vorton Hundreds
Account of Land
(5rd Distriot)
page one

Return of
Property
page one

Will 7/198
(9/4/17717)

probated on

12/51/1787

Deed BC %/269
4/12/1808

Deed ING/ 12/119
1/10/1849

Alexander Calder of Xent Gentleman to ¥illism
Ringgold of Chester Town
180 acres part of Dallingtom for &416

¥illiam Ringgold of Chester Town Gentleman te
dnthony Banning of Xent
180 acres part Dallington for M416

ARTHONY BANNING

part Dallington 181 1/A scores, &382

part Swersten 40 1/4 acres, &80

part Triangle 109 acres, &95

One large Briok Dwelling House § small Kitochen two
out Houses & small log House

Near Chester Town, in forest

quality of eoil « thin, very thin & droken

arable aeres, 200; woodland, 150

five blacke end two whites living on this property
nine horses, 25 black eattle

51 sunces eilver plate

¥ill of Anthony Bamning of Kenmt

To daughter Catherine, all estate real & personsl
after paymenmt of my debts snd two legeoies:

small eash payments to $wo young men

‘Ny desire is that my lands and Sushhof my Negroes
as do not shose to be sold, may for the benefit of
By Deughter be rented out, ebliging the Tenant to m=ke
Overy neceasary repair and fmprovement and to oblige
thea to use the negroes with humanity end keep them
well eloathed = Oxford and Cato to be hired to none
others but such persons as they chose (sic) to live
vith from year to year." Oatherine to get good
educstion + . . « executors to sell his shzre in
vessel & cargo 1/2 interest shared with Messrs.
George Mead & Co.

Benjamin Chew, Jr. and wife Katharine of Philadelphia
to Samuel Ringgeld of Kent

Katharine, enly surviving child of Anthony Bunning Esq.
late of Kent and slso by sundry conveyances to B.Chew
Parts of several trsots, Dallington, Vievean, Swistern,
S8kirvins Negleot, Comegys Parm iddition, 402 1/4 scres
part Trisngle contiguous to asdove, 106 53/4 acrew

the first group above is desorided as running along
the main road from Chester Town to George Town

Samuel & Ohristina Ringgold of Kent to Pranses Riddle
of Kent $12,000
farm or plantation known as the "Mansion fara" of said

Basuel Ringgold snd sonsisting of sundry trasts, 800 aores,
land from Benjamin Chew & wife (1808), Daniel lemb (1816),

estate of Unit Angler (1835), eetate of Joseph Wooddll
%n&da)to )» and John B. Eceleston and George T. Hollyday
1849

sontinued



ROSE HILL Title Search, page three

will Jr 1/216
(10/28/1861)
probated on
12/10/1862

Deed JXH 3/k9%
5/21/1863

Deed JKH 3/601
6/25/1865

Mortgsge JKH
&/301
%/23/1867

Mortga; e EKH
/36
9/22/1868

Deed JKH 7/
9/22/1868

Deed JKH 12/416
12/26/1875

Deed JKA 12/419
12/26/1873

will csy 1/25
(7/20/1901)
probated on

%28/1902

¥Will ef Frances Biddle

real estate t0 be divided esqually between her
ehildren, Stephen 4., Emeline, Marths, Clarisss,
and Julismma, Stephen taking part of Ringgoeld
fara whereon he novw lives whth house and biildings
and unmarried dsughters taking part of my Brooke
farm which may include buildings of 1%

Emeline, Martha M., Julia H., David and Clarisss (his
wife ) Biddle of Kent to Stephen 4. Biddle of Kent
whereas Prancis Biddle lste of Kent in her will did
bequeath her res]l estate to sll of her ohildren
squally - (1) Ringgold farm

(2) “The Home Fomm"
requesting Stephen teke 1 where he has been living
and desughters ummarrked (E, M, lind J{ sxku elect
that part of Brooks farm with buildings on it
to Stephen, 150 asres of the Ringgold farm

81 aores, wood lot

Eaeline, Marths M. and Julia Ann Biddle of Kent
40 Stephen A. Biddle of Kent $5,040

part Ringgold Farm, 112 aores, deeded to them out
of settlement of will ef Franois Biddle, 3/21/1863

Stephen A. Biddle of Kent toc Mich:el Bannon of
Arme arundel $6,000 deby S4B to MB
land from tvo above deeds, 160 acres and 112 aocres

David & Clerissa Biddle of Kent to 3tephen A.
Biddle of Baltimore

DB indebted to SAB $25,2%8.22

for balance of purchase money for land hereinafter
sentioned 274 ssrcs, see below

Stephen A, Biddle now of Baltimore Oity to

David Biddle of Kent #50,140

two tracts, part of Ringgold Farm, 160 acres (JKH
3/49% ) and part Ringgold Farm, 112 acres (JKH 3/601)

M. Bannon of Amne airundel, mortgagee, to Thom:s
Oottingham of Baltimore City
$16,576.25, two parts Ringgold Parm (see JKH 12/419)

Thomas Cottingham of Baltimore City to Robert T.
Cochran of New Castle County, Delaware $7,9%50

part of Ringgold form on public road from Chestertown
to Galena, 160 adres

that pert Ringgold farm on right hand side publio
road from Cheatertown, 112 acres

Will of Robert T. Coohran of Bt. George's Mumdred,
New Castle County, Delaware

%0 Alice R. Nowland, his daughter, widovw of late Dr.
Edward F. Nowland, plantation in fourth election
distriaot of Kent Co., Maryland, now in tenanoy of

F



ROSE HILL TItle Searsh, page four

¥i{ll Csh 1/25 George 5. Biddle, same to me by Thomes Cottingham

econtinused (JXH 12/419), two parcels, 150 scres end 112 acres
elso in addition to above plantstion known as "Rose
Hi11," the "W alnut Tree Pield" - 50 acres

Deed EHP 1/93 Marion Craw & wife to Edwin C. Fry
1/%/1963 part Ringgold Farm
part Rose Hill
reference to Will C84 1/2%

1576 owners Mr. and Mrs. Bdwin R. Fry (Merisn M.)
Fair Hill Fa-ms, Inc.
Box 390
Chestertown, Maryland 21820

The early part of this title search, before the 1840 deed from the
Ringgolds to Frances Biddle seens to me to de tha most likely chain
of deeds. Howsver, without doing plats of the appropriaste tracts
$which I tried to do, but wss unsucoessful with) I eannot state
absolutely that this title search is ocorrect. On the 1783 tax
assessment part of Comegys Farm, owned by John Moore, farmer, has
standing on it “One large brick dwelling House, 4 cut Houses.'
It seems to me more likely that the briek houwe owned by Anthony
Banning on this assessment i{s Rose Hill, however, because it is
listed as “near Chester Town," and it is so very near and the assess-
ments don't usually mention vicinities, anyway . > « « I tried
checking the value of propertias, how many pounds or dollars per
acre they were sold for, looking for one property that was worth
much more than the others, thus possibly tndioating that Rose Hill
stood on {t. Unfortunataly, no luck there. The only property thie
happened with was 1 1/2 acres of Triangle, as follows:
K 4/273, 10/29/1795, Joseph Woodall of Kent, farmer, to Samuel
Golding Of Kent, blacksmith, 1 1/B acres of Triangle
on east side of road (Chestertown north) for &llt5s
™ 3/309, 11/30/1805, SBamuel Golding of Kent, blacksmith, to
Daniel lLamb of Kent, farmer, 1 1/2 acres for &1%0
BC 8/5%1, 4/26/1816, Lamb sold this plus 182 acres of Comegys Fare
Addition resurvyed he bought from Thomas Wilkins in 1801
to Samuel Ringgold of Kent.
However, this property is %o the east of ths rosd, so is not Rosa Hill,
unleess the main roed has been movad. It seems mors likely thst a
blacksmith shop wes duilt en this 1 1/2 asres.

Pamela Janes
Assistant Historian

Maryland Historical Trust
1/1976
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