Asburvy M, E, Church T-k37
18 South Higgins Street 1876
Easton, Marvland 21601

The Asbury M, E., Church is a modest Gothic revival;ehurch-of brick.
The rectangular building has an outstanding bell tower with lattice
belfry and a pyramidal roof with flaring eaves. The second floor
sacristy with an emhossed tin ceiling and wainscoting is lighted
with pointed arch windows. The congrepation was founded in 1834;
this building was dedicated in 1876.
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Asbury United Methodist Church

18 S. Higgins Street 1856
Faston, MD 21061

Asbury United Methodist Church stands eight feet from the east
side of South Higgins Street in Easton. The building faces west.
The structure is brick, two stories (offices below and church atop),
and contains a great deal of decorative tin work. (Stamped tin
ceilings and wainscoting abound. )

Asbury United Methodist Church was thé home of a predominantly
white congregation untii after the Civil War. It became a black
church in the 1870's. This church has already been designated an

historic building by Historic Easton, Inc.
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CONDITION : CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —_DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE 1856
—GO0O0D —RUINS Fateren —MOVED DATE____E__
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Asbury U.M. Church stands eight feet friom the east side

of South Higgins Street in Easton. The Church faces

west. The structure is brick. Asbury is two stories
(offices and hall below-church atop); The Church is 1,8 feet
across the front and 62 feet %n depth., There is 2 tower in
the middle of the front facadé which rises to a pillared

belfry with a short spire. The Church has double oak doors,
four steps from street level at its entrasnce. There is a
frontispiece Cathedral (12 foot) stained glass window in

the second story above the entrance. There are six cathedral
colored glass windows,three up and three down, on the north
and south sides of the building. The interior is covered
with stamped tin. Stamped tin ceilings and wainscotting
abound. The main body of fhe church has oak pews as does the
choir loft. This church has glready been desipmated an

historic building by Historic Easton, Inc.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



T4

8] E
jLo SIGNIFICANC

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Asbury U. M. Church was the home of a predominately
white congregation until after the Civil War. It became
a black congregation in the 1870‘3. The structure contains
a great deal of decorative tin work and is in a good state
of preservation. It is definitelyéne of the most beautiful
churches in Easton. It is presently being used for a number
of government programs. The congregation is large and very

active

ra—

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES F.OR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATEOR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE . COUNTY

[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TILE rames W. Clark Historic Sites Surveyor
OWAMM“m“gg %%%dagammai%&gg on Afro-American DATE
STREET&NUMBESO Dean Street | 26§Tg§§g

CiTY OR TOWN STATE

Annapolis, MD 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constltute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

():';?1_» 5

This tall brick church stands at the end of Talbot Lane facing west. Its
neighbors are mostly small frame dwellings built in the 1ate,nineteenth'
and twentieth centuries. ,

Two-stories in height, the rectangular building is three bays wide
and four bays deep. The square bell tower, protruding from the center of
the west facade, provides an anteroom at the main entrance. At the east
alter end is a two-story, one bay addition. The building is covered with a
gabl e roof which is finished in a elassical cornice and return. The
building is constructed of light red brick laid in one over seven English
bond; there are brick pilasters at the corners.

The main entrance is located in the bell tower; it has double doors
set in a pointed arch opening. Each door has four panels trimmed with
deep, broad moldings; the transom light is of colored, pattern glass.

There is a sandstone keystone at this opening as at the others in this
facade; they are decorated with an incised fleur -de~lis design. Stone
haunches terminate the arch.,

Above the entrance is a tracery window with opalescent glass in green
and vellow tones, A pent eave surrounds the tower above this window, A
round opening win’c+ in the tower level with the roof ridge is filled with
painted wood, although it was evidentally intended to hold a colored
window. A plague in the tower below this window says "built 1846,
rebuilt 1876", the later being the construction date of this structure.

The shingle-covered belfry is the building's chief ornament. Two
lancet arch openings filled with lattice are found in each facade. The
narrow pyramidal roof has flaring eaves supported by large brackets; an
ornamental finial, resembling a pineapple surmounts the spire.

) Other windows are found on both floors on the west facadej; they are. -
lancet arch window openings which flank the bell tower and contain
opialescent glass. Those on the second floor are quite tall, - SRR

There is one window per bay on the sides of the building. The
‘upper sashc= have lights which are shaped to resemble a pointed archg
lower sashez have six lights,., Plain, colored glass is used.

The sacristy on the second floor is a spacious room well lit by
the side windows. There is a balcony at the rear (west) and a raised alter
and cheir in the east addition. A wainscoting of tin embossed in a lancet
arch pattern is found e¢ff the walls and the balcony railing. The ceiling
iz also covered with elaboratly patterned embossed tin which, like the
wainscoting, was added C1920,

The stair hall leading to the sacristy has double stairs and embossed
tin wainscoting. The stair is quite heavy with bold, turned balusters.

This church is still used by the congregation which built it, =~ -
remaining a center of its community, both symbolically and geographically.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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——INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1876 BUILDER/ARGHITECT Asbury M., E. Church

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is significant for its architecture and for the part the Asbury
M. E. Church has played in the life of the town of Easton.
According to a history of the church written to celebrate its 118th anniversary
4n 195k, -, Asbury Methodist Church was organized in 1836 with both black
and white members. For some years, the group met in a building called
01d Carriage Shop. By the late 1840's there was a move to separate black
and white members and in November 1849 the lot at Higgins and South Lane
was purchased for the black congregation. The first house of worship was
a frame structure used until the present building was constructed in 1876.
The stegple and bell tower were built between 1893-1898, And the chancel,
or tabernacle, was constructed in 1901-1903, After 1903 the building
stood in its present form although improvements were made through the years:
between 1907 and 1913 the choir loft was constructed and the metal ceiling
was added between 1919-1923,
Asbury M, E. Church has served the community in various ways: as
temporary high school classrooms in the 1930's and now as a community
center for Senion Citizens group.

L58/F353 - - In 1844, James McNeal and his wife Elizabeth deeded a plat
7. of ground to the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church
of Ebenzer to "erect a house or place of worship for the use
of colored members of the M. E, Church in the United States of
- America."
L84/ FLLS Tt wasn't until 1878 that they were able to get a loan
of $1100.00 from Joseph H. White. In 1879, their building was
L84/FLL3 completed and the name was changed to the Asbury Methodist
" Episcopal Church of Easton. This was the first M. E. Church
in the state of Maryland to be so named in honor of the great
1108/F383 founder of the movement, Francis Asbury. The mortgage was paid
L163/F285 %n éisgwgnd a deed of correction was given the Trustees in 1912
v . ite.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Deeds and Land Records, Talbot County Court House,

History of Asbury Methodist Church, 195k,

"History of Asbury Methodist Church' written to celebrate its 118th
Arnmiversary in 1954,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ORGANIZATION , DATE
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Easton ' ‘ Maryland 21601

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the

Annotated Code of Maryland, Artlcle 41, Sectlon 181 KA, )
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PsS- 1108



AIRPORT _‘.-’//

N/
SN | \ <
N \/ N //
- ’ /

<

S

60 7

T-421

Asbury Church " 7
ot %,/
18 South Higgins Street X AN
£y o /\ NS
Easton Quad, 1942, PR,/ 1974 ‘30‘ YA
./' » A % N
- i St Aubins "
L Heights :éNv P
: o i
17 -{.\ e _ " *

0
&

A
Easton
«Point 4

/ll EDMUNDSON o NECK
F404 1060000 FEETI ot( rorp s ay D 0B STUMETOWN 2 g;-; 47 (TRAPPE) “08
. SCALE 1:24000
vey ‘ L Z 9
* 1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 © 6000 700
MN e . == = —]
b o jeN 1 _ 5 o 1 KILOMET




T-421

-} Y

Yoni N7 o}
.OU AoV

ity

LB

1

wﬂtﬁ m_ lJ_ddm.
Liat
|.ﬁra0|—;n.w,4 A o conual

gt
rec’) NS i i

I

ETE RTINS E N AN T,

IJ

Asbury Church

}/ 18 Higgins Street

.)k

nn/'

v
v
<
-
Y
‘€
1

1

= e N T

L ¥
L

11

|

,.f

¥7|

&
sz s L
IR oo 1

il

oz &
el %]

=

|

u Y M M\. s
.v...lﬂ.. WH

VHOYOV

NOSNVH

Gbi

BN

1L

T alorad e
fAW“) Vd.: h? ~
RGN T

o

16

- .(.an‘ud?mv 35.

2| o m

o -

&l ism.

YN EN AN

T \

i
i
1gp |
Y

T

[ n@m&hﬂ

._ :ﬁk&;ﬁu ¢

183 M

_ b4

oy reimt

A..l...m.. Fap wAop

= ¥ L A
T uppitae

19v O

|
o
o
_

_
m.
|
e
.
_
_
LOolH~y
1ordlsid

U-&QI—.W—I 1
NolLsy 3l

B

!
|
o
_.
_
m

e

]

i
1
'







Asbury United Methodist Church T-Wily
Easton, Talbot County, Maryland 42|
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
Southwest elevation
5/82







Asbury United Methodist Church T
Easton, Talbot County, Maryland 42!
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
West elevation
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