Dorchester - 599
Mt.Zion ME CHurch (Gum Swamp)

Rt.335
Church Creek,MD 21622 1889

Access:Public

Mt.Zion ME Church stands LOft from the east side of Rt.335
near Church Creek it faces west. The church is sided with weatherboard
and rests on brick and concrete piers. It was built by C. Earl in 13839,
It is now abandoned and appears to be used only as a mortuary chapel.
It is located in area known as "Gum Swamp" and the church is also
reffered to by that name. There were a number of black farmers and field

hands in this area following the Civil War but in recent years theinm
numbers have declined to such an extent that they cannot maintain the

church.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mt.Zion ME Church stands LOft from the east side of Rt. 335
near Church Creek;1t faces west. The church is sided with weatherboard

and rests on brick and concrete piers. It is gabled (east-west) and
measures 30' across the front facade and is L6' in length. There is a
S' extension under the west gable with a peaked roof that forms the
entrance foyer. There are three concrete steps that lead to the

double ljpanel oak doors. There are three colored lights above the

door (rectangular arch) they are blue,red and green. There is a central
window in the west gable which is composed of ﬁ? panes of colored
glass;it has an arc top. There are 2 2-over-2 colored glass rectangular
windows 5' on the north side of the building and two more identical
windows on the south side. The east gabled end of the building has

two of these same 2-over-2 rectangular 5' colored glass windows.

The cemetery is located to the south of the church. There is an old
vertical-sided Sunday School on the north side of the church.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mt. Zion ME Church was built by C.RBarl in
1889. It is now abandoned and appears to be used only as a
mortuary chapel. It is located in an area called Gum Swamp by the

natives and the church is also referred to by this name. There were
a number of black farmers and field hands in this area following
the Civil War but in recent years their numbers have declined to
ch an extent that they cannot maintain the church. The congregation
of Mt.Zion ME Church has disbanded and most of them now attend John Wesley
UM Church (Liners Road).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME/ TITLE
James W. Cl ark,Historic Sites Surveyor
orGanizatioNn [1aryland Commlssion on Afro-American DATE
Hisfory & Culture
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
20 Dean Street 269-2993
CITY OR TOWN ) STATE
Annapolis Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Mt. Zion Meth. Epis. Church (Gumswamp) D-599
Church Creek, Dorchester County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
Northwest elevation
2/81
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Mt. Zion Meth. Epis. Church (Gumswamp)
Church Creek, Dorchester Co., MD D-599
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Amnapolis.
West elevation
2/81



