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Bethel AME Church

Cr. of Pine & Bethel Sts.

Cambridge,MD,21613 1870, 1908

Access:Public

Bethel AME Church stands 8' from the west side of Pine Street
(at the corner of Bethel). The building faces east. It houses
the oldest AME congregation in Cambridge. It is an impressive
late Victorian brick edifice with uneven towers at the front

corners. The church was built in 1870 and rebuilt in 1903.

Bethel (Cambridge) and Bethel (Easton) date from the same era.
The African Methodist Episcopal Church reached the Eastern Shore
of Maryland about 50 years after the Church was well established

on the Western Shore of the state.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bethel AME 8tands 8' from the west side of

Pine Street (at the corner of Bethel). The building faces east.
It is constructed of brick and is late Victorian. There are
three entrances in the front facade. The central double-wooden

doors have crosses €8PVed into the exteriors (all the doors

have the same motif). Above the central doors is a frontispiece
stained-glass window 16'. There are 12' stained glass windows

(lancet) above the other two entrances. There are towers at the
northeast and southeast corners (front) of the building).These
towers are of uneven height.. The southeast tower is the taller.

The same 12' stained-glass lancet windows (5 in number) are

on the north side. There are five more of these windows in the
south side. There are buttressess on both the north and south sides
(4 each). The main body of the church is gabled (east-west) a

brief false front extends 5' up the east gable between the towers.
A concrete block addition (Hall & Sunday School) has been added
at the southwest end of the building. The building rests on

a brick foundation and has a composite shingle roof.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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— LITERATURE
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—MusIC
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—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

X RELIGION

—_SCIENCE
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bethel AME Chiurch is the oldest African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Cambridge. It is an impressive late Victorian

brick edifice with uneven towers at the front corners. The church

was built in 1870 and rebuilt in 1903. Bethel (Cambridge) & Bethel (Easton)

date from the same-#ra. The African Methodist Episcopal Church reached

—

i Eastern Shore of Maryland about 50 years after the Church was

already established on the Western Shore. All AME Churches I have

surveyed on the Eastern Shore date from after the Civil war.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[S1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
ORGANIZATION DATE
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement. '

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Bethel A.M.E. Church D-591
Cambridge, Dorchester County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapoli
Southeast elevation
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Bethel A.M.E. Church D-591
Cambridge, Dorchester County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
East elevation - detail
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Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
East elevation - detail
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