INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Property/District Name: Big Mill Tenant House Survey Number:D . -96

Project: Dorchester County Power Plant Agency: Delmarva

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no __ yes Name Date

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended X

Criteria: A __ B __C __D Considerations: __A___B__C__ D__ E__F___ G __ None
Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map)

The property known as Big Mill Tenant House 1is a 68-acre farm containing an early 19th-
century farmhouse with later additions, and several non-contributing outbuildings. Although
the Big Mill Tenant House survives as a local example of an early 19th-century dwelling, the
building has been significantly compromised by later additions and alterations and no longer
retalns its original form, massing or detailing. The property does not meet the criteria for
individual listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

The property was originally part of a larger tract of land purchased by Silas Fleming in
1839. In 1856, the extensive property was divided into six smaller tracts by the Land
Commissioners responsible for dividing Fleming’s estate. The Big Mill Tenant House was
included as a separate part of the "Big Mill" tract (Tract 6), which was described, at that
" "me, as including "...a dwelling house, fixtures, garden lot, wood lot and a small tenement
.th about 20 acres of "Condemned Land’..." The property known as the Big Mill Tenant House
1s probably that "small tenement with about 20 acres..." Although the house and property
were attached to the Big Mills tract, it appears to have been unrelated to the milling
activities on the adjacent property. No historical documentation was found to support the
local tradition that a tavern was kept at this site.

Probably built around the turn-of-the 19th century, the Big Mill Tenant House is a 1-1/2-
story, three-bay frame structure. It is covered with a steeply pitched gable roof with three
gable dormers, a boxed wood cornice and two brick end chimneys (one interior, one exterior
end). A two-story ell with shed-roof additions abuts the rear of the dwelling, while a
single-story enclosed porch extends across the front elevation. The 1nterior has been
significantly altered by the addition of modern paneling and drop ceilings.

Three outbuildings, including a frame, gable-roofed structure set upon a stone foundation,
a contemporary carport and a modern shed, are located on the property.

Although the Big Mill Tenant House survives as a good local example of an early 19th-century
dwelling, it has been compromised by substantial additions and alterations and lacks the
architectural distinction necessary to qualify it for listing in the National Register. The
dwelling follows a typical vernacular form which began in the 18th century and continued well
into the mid-19th century. This house form can be seen in other, better Dorchester County
examples.

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:Review and Compliance Files

Preparedby:MAARAssociates

th Hannold and Kim Williams / 2, f G
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date
NR program concurrence: L~ vyes Nno not applicable
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Survey No. DO-§7 149

a————
MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT
I. Geographic Region:

X Eastern Shore (all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)

Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles,
Prince George’s and St. Mary’s)
Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll,
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
II. Chronological/Developmental Periods:

Paleo-Indian 10000-7500 B.C.
Early Archaic 7500-6000 B.C.
Middle Archaic 6000-4000 B.C.
Late Archaic 4000-2000 B.C.
Early Woodland 2000-500 B.C.
Middle Woodland 500 B.C. - A.D. 900
Late Woodland/Archaic A.D. 900-1600
Contact and Settlement A.D. 1570-1750

X Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D., 1870-1930
Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present
Unknown Period ( ___ prehistoric ___ historic)

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: IV, Historic Period Themes:

Subsigtence Agriculture

__ Settlement X __ Architecture, Landscape Architecture,

and Community Planning
Political Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
Demographic Government /Law
Religion Military
Technology Religion
Environmental Adaptation Social/Educational/Cultural
Transportation

V. Resource Type:

Category: Building

Historic Environment: Rural

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling

Known Design Source:




Survey NO.n-96 (UPDATE)

Maryland Historical Trust Magi No.
State Historic Sites Inventory Form :y MARYLAND WENTORY Ox;oE _yes _no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Big Mill Tenant House

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 4511 Ocean Highway — not for publication

clty, town Vienna - _X vicinity of congressional district

state Mary.‘land county DOI‘CheSter

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

—_ district ____ public _X occupied ____ agriculture ____ museum

_ X building(s) _X _private —___ unoccupied ____ commercial —__ park

— structure —_both — work in progress — educational _X private residence

—site Public Acquisition Accessible _____entertainment — religious

—_ object _____In process —__yes: restricted - government — scientific

— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted — industrial _ transportation
___not applicable X no _____ military __ other:

4- Ownel' Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name James L. Bradley
street & number 4511 Ocean Highway telephone no.:
city,town vyienna state and zip code MD 21613

5. Location of Legal Description

-4
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. DOrchester County Courthouse liber RSM +6
street & number High Street folio 439
city, town Cambridge state MD

6. Representation in Existing nuistorical surveys

title

date —federal ___ state __county ___ local

2pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. p_gg

Condition Check one Check one

—excellent _____deteriorated ____ unaitered _X original site

—good _____ruins X altered —____moved date of move
_X fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.
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. Significance Survey No. p_gg

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning ____ landscape architecture religion

— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic — — conservation — law — — science

. 1500-1599 __ agriculture —___economics —_ literature — — sculpture

—— 1600-1699 __ ¥ architecture —  education — military —_ social/

—1700-1799 ___ art ——_engineering — _ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 __ commerce — — exploration/settlement __ philosophy —_ theater

— _ 1900- —_ communications - — . industry —— politics/government ____ transportation
____invention —  other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _A B XC D

and/or

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

_______




-

9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.p_gg

McGrain, John, Molinograph f Dorchester County-
Mowbray, Calvin™RT, p 80.

Dorchester News, August 2, 1967.

"The Old Mill at Salme", it Happened in Dorchester, pp.71-74.

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, MHT (1972).

0. Geographical Data

1

/
Acreage of nominated property 26 acres

Quadrangle name Rhodesdale Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000

UTM References {Jo NOT complete UTM references

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting | Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Tax Map 55, Parcel 52

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

-

name/title Lauren Archibaldi Bettl C. Z_e_b_o_o_k_e_r_'_m:]_j_;t_h_'ﬂo_s_e_n;t_eL

organization MAAR Associates, Inc. date March 1994
street & number P.0O. Box 655 telephone ( 302)368-5777
Newark state DE

city or town

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

MARYLAND HiotORICALTRUST
return to: Maryland Historical Trust DHCP/DHCD C
Shaw House \mCOMMUN\WP!ﬁ <
21 State Circle CROWNSVILLE,MD 21032-2023
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 "E 514-7600

(301) 269-2438
PS-2746



7. Description Survey No. p_gg

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent — deteriorated unaltered X original site

— good — ruins I altered — Mmoved date of move _—
_X fair — unexposed

Il

i — P N— - - e

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

This three-bay house has a steeply pitched side-gable roof, end brick
chimneys, one of which is exterior, and three prominent gabled dormers. The
front or north portion of the house is probably the oldest section and may
date to the turn of the nineteenth century. The roof is covered with asbestos
shingles and the house is covered with white asbestos.

A number of additions and changes have been made to this house. The house was
originally a three-bay long, one and one-half story structure with hyphen and
kitchen, and these were removed when the house was remodeled. Attached to the
front of the house is a large enclosed porch with hip roof, which masks the
original main facade that faced north. The house has a two-story ell, with
two shed-roof additions on each side of the ell. Appended to the southern end
of the ell is a large, single-story, flat-roofed modern wing, which forms a
sunroom facing the south. A cinder block chimney has been added on the west
side of the sunroom. Inside the house, synthetic panelling and drop ceilings
have been applied in the older core.

Outbuildings

There are two outbuildings on the property and a modern carport. To the rear
(south) of the house is a gable-roofed structure with stone foundation and an
unusual, projecting side entrance and upper loft level. A large, open shed
has been added to the rear of this and another, lower wing has been added to
the east side. The core structure is semi-subterranean and although the owner
gstates that it has always been used for storage, it may have served other
functions in historic times, such as an icehouse or root cellar. To the
southeast of the house is a corrugated metal structure with an open shed
attached. Near this is a satellite dish, and on the west side of the house is
a garage/carport. With the exception of the semi-subterranean structure, all
outbuildings date from the third or fourth quarter of .the twentieth century.
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8. Significance Survey No. p_gg

E

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture_____ religion

— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —— conservation — law —— SCience

—— 1500-1399 _ agriculture —— economics — literature —— Sculpture

— 1600-1699 —X_ architecture — education —— Mmilitary — Social/

— 1700-1799 ___ art — —engineering — Mmusic humanitarian

X _1800-1899 __ _ commerce —— expioration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

— 1900- — COmmunications - — . Industry —— politics/government _____ transportation
— — invention — other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _A _ B X C _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

_______

Level of Significance: national state X local

A el il e A — il

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

This house was probably standing when Silas Fleming purchased "Big Mill" from
Henry Willcox in 1839 and was included as a separate part of the "Big Mill"”
tract (Tract #5) in the division of Silas Fleming’'s estate made by the Land
Commissioners in 1856. The description of "Big Mill"” made in 1856 included a
". . .dwelling house, fixtures, garden lot, wood lot and a small tenement with
about 20 acres of ‘Condemned Land’ attached, parts of ‘Crafts Addition to Luck
By Chance,’ ‘Coxe’'s Addition to Bridge Neck,’ the ’‘Condemned Land,’ also Big
Mill and the house attached nr. Logg Landing laid out for 52 acres clear of
water also a wood lot added by the Commissioners being part of ‘Laural Hill’
and ‘Bonwell’s Regulation.’"™ D-96 is probably the small tenement on the 20
acres called "Condemned Land."” The 1877 Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas
map of the Vienna area shows the house in the possession of Ezekiel Fleming.
Although the house and property were attached to the Big Mills tract, it
appears to have been considered a separate tenancy unrelated to milling
activities on the adjacent property.

No historical documentation was found to support the local tradition that a
tavern was kept at this site.

In spite of significant alterations, there is still some evidence of its early
nineteenth century form. The one-and-one-half story, side gable structure
with symmetrical facade was a typical vernacular form of the period which
appeared to persist until as late as 1840. This house form can be seen, for
example, at the more substantial Little Mill Farm, which was built several
decades earlier, and the James Dean Farm (D-116) built around 1840 and located
in East New Market. Another similar vernacular house form in the area is
North Joseph’'s Right (D-286), located on Morris Neck Road near Cambridge.

The Big Mill Tenant House is a relatively typical early nineteenth century
house for Dorchester County. The house appears to have at least the core of
an early nineteenth century dwelling; however, its integrity had been
compromised by alterations, additions, and remodelling. The property would
not be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under
Criteria A, B and C. Archaeological evaluation would be required to make
complete evaluations under Criterion D.




Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan Data

D-96 - Big Mill Tenant House

Geographic Organization: Eastern Shore
Chronological/Development Period: Agricultural/Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
Historic Period Theme: Architecture
Resource Type:
Category: Building
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
Known Design Source: None
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D-96: Big Mill Tenant House, Dorchester County, Maryland
Significance continued

D-96 -~ Chain of Title
(Big Mill’s Property, Big Mill House, Flemming Mills,
parts of Addition to Bridge Neck, Coxe’s Addition
to Bridge Neck, John’s Industry, Big Mills)

5 August 1839
ER-17-361
Henry Willcox
to

Silas Flemming

Tracts, parts of tracts or parcels of land, mills and mill seat at the head of
the Chicamacomico River including parts of "Bridge Neck," "Coxe’s Addition to
Bridge Neck," "John’s Industry,” and the mill and mill seat called Big Mills
cont 340 acres, also 20 acres in the "Condemned lots."

25 January 1856

Land Commissioners Records FJH-1-80

Division of the Estate of Silas Flemming, died intestate

Estate partitioned into six parcels by Land Commissioners, Ezekiel Flemming
elects to take Parcel #2 and Parcel #S.

Parcel #2 Farm and fixtures containing 340 acres bounding on the Chicamacomico
River evaluated at $18.00 per acres including parts of "Bridge Neck," "Coxe'’s
Addition to Bridge Neck."” James Neglect," "Sam’s Neglect,™ and John’s
Industry.

Parcel #5 Big Mills Grist and Saw Mills including a dwelling house, fixtures,
garden lot, wood lot and a small tenement with about 20 acres of condemned
land attached cont. 52 acres. Parts of "Crafts Addition to Luck By Chance, "
"Coxe’s Addition to Bridge Neck, " the "Condemned Land,” also Big Mill and the
house attached nr. Logg Landing laid out for 52 acres clear of water alsoc a
wood lot added by the Commissioners being part of "Laural Hill"™ and "Bonwell'’s
Regulation." |

6 October 1879

FJH-13-505
John L. Wrightson, commissioner
to

Ezekiel Flemming.
Land divided by the Commissioners as part of his father's estate.

26 August 1891

CL-15-661
George H. Applegarth Trustee Est. of Ezekiel Flemming
to

Job W. Beckwith
Parcel #5 - Lots situated on the road from Salem to Vienna including "Kraft'’s

Addition to Luck by Chance,"” "Coxe’s Addition to Bridge Neck,"™ "The Condemned
Land"” cont. 53 acres.

8.1
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11 July 1902

CL-26-776

James W. Waddell, Trustee of Job W. Beckwith
to

Augustus Le Compte

Tracts or parcels of land described above cont. 53 acres clear, also 40 acres
covered by water and called the Flemming Mills or Big Mills

29 July 1902
CL-26-779

Augustus B. LeCompte
to

George F. Sherman (1/2), Julian A. Blades (1/4), George W. Blades (1/4)

Land described above except the wood lot which Augustus LeCompte sold to T.
Columbus Reid (CL-26-779).

1l December 1924
JFD-15-537

T. Sangston Insley Assignee named in mortgage

Estate of A. Blades. George W. Blades. George B. Sherman
to

Mary Spear Blades

Land on both sides of state road (Rt. 50), about 26 acres on the south side
are cripple.

2 January 1943

RSM-46-439
Mary Spear Blades, widow
to

James L. Bradley and Juanita,his wife.

Land on both sides of the State Road (Rt. 50) leading from Salem to Vienna
cont. 68 acres. Including 40 acres on the N side of the road known as Big
Mill Pond and land on the south side containing about 28 acres.

8.2
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D-96 (UPDATE)
LAKE, GRIFFING & STEVENSON, 1877 Big Mill Tenant House

SOURCE: AN ILLUSTRATED ATLAS OF TALBOT & I

Vicinity of Vienna
LES Dorchester County

M
— An Illustrated Atlas of Talbot

KILOMETERS : & Dorchester Counties, Md.,
Lake, Griffing,& Stevenson, 1877
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FTIONS

INS TR

SEE

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM

for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

ANO/OR HISTORIC:

__Big Mill House

Route 50, .5 mile south east of Forest Road

CITY OR TOWN:

| Salem

STATE

COUNTY:

..................................................................

...........................................................
....................................................................................................................................................
..........................

...................................................................................................

(Check One)

OWNERSHIP

STATUS

ﬂ-

Public

---------------------------------

........................................
........................

.......................................
......................................

.........................
---------------------------------

TO THE PUBLIC
Yes:

District
Site

K Building

Structure

K] Privote

Object

Both

Public Acquisition:

In Process

Being Considered

X Occupied

Unoccupied

Preservotion work

ERESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

i in progress X No
L

-_I_l—l—_-_*

Restricted

Unrestricted

Agriculturol

Commercial

Educotionol

Entertoinment

Government

Industriol
Milifnry

Museum

4 OWNER OF PROPERYY

Pork

Privote Residence

Religious
Scientific

Tronsportotion

Other (Specity)

Comments 1

..............................................
...................................................................................................................................................

WNER’'S NAME:

James [,, Bradley

STREET ANO NUMBER:

|
CITY OR TOWN:
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEQS, ETC:

| Dorchester County Courthouse
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N (Check One)
Excellent [A Good Fair Deteriarated Ruins ‘Unexposed
CONDITION ' (Check One) (Check One)
i | Altered Uncltered Maved 1@ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Big Mill House is a typical early 19th century dwelling
house of Dorchester County. It was originally a three bay
|  long, one and one half story house with hypen and kitchen.
The hyphen and kitchen were removed when the house was re-
modeled. It now has a wing out the back and two enclosed

porches.

Adjacent the house formerly stood an early grist mill
which was washed out in 1934. (see McGrain's Mills)
Whether the house was the Tavern on the property in the
19th century is uncertain. Miss Nellle Webb, Vienna,
possesses the ledger from the Big Mill Tavern.

There apparently was a stand of native cypress as the

siding on an old shed is ol cypress. The only remaining
stands of cypress in the vicinity are along the Pocomoke

River.
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INS TR UCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More ae Appropriate)
Pre-Columbion 16th Centuyry 18th Century 20th Century
15th Century 17th Century X 19th Century |
SPECI;IC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) C. 1 800 LH_ ] —_ 1
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol Educotion Politicol Urban Planning
Prehistoric Engineering Religion/Phi. Other (Specity)
[} Historic Industry losophy —
Agriculture (1 Invention [ ] Science —_
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Big Mill on Big Mill Pond was on the north side of the
present U.S. 50 on the Chicamacomico River. The mill had
been dated as early as 1750 and is also known as Flemming
Mill. The Big Mills post office was established 183%1. The
atlas 1lists E. T. Flemming, showing the mill on the south
side of the narrow road of that time.

The mill was built of granite with pegged woodwork and
the stone has been identified as ballast from ships that
once docked at Vienna. The mill produced hominy and meal;
for hot cakes; also dark flour good for hot cakes but not
good for rising. Silas Flemming operated the mill and ta-
vern in the mid-19th century; he had a Negro miller named
Moses. It was related that Flemming instructed Moses to
take out double todls on a customer with the dictum, "Well,
Moses, take it again. If he's poor, keep him poor. If
he's rich, he's able to stand it." Flemming died in 1855
and the mill later passed to Alexander H. Hurley. There
was also a sawmill. An overshot wheel was employed.

Solomon Sherman operated the mill at another time.

It closed in 1917 and was later wrecked in a storm and the
materials reused. The site is now the farm of J. Leslie
Bradley. Dorchester News, August 2, 1967. Also, "The 01d
Mill at Salem,"™ It Happened In Dorchester, pp. 71-74.

The present house may have been the Tavern mentioned
in #7, in which case it is important as an early hostelry.
It is 1like many early 19th century dwellings.




McGrain, John, Molinography of Dorchester County.
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