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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

| The Howard Farm has proportions similar to the Rigby
Seward House, Lloyds, but otherwilse, it is an entirely
different house. Most of these early dwellings had much
in common, but none are exact copiles of others, the details
are entirely different. The house is a two part, one and
one-half story frame dwelling, each part three bays long

| and center doors and the entire structure having three
chimneys. The walls are covered with asbestos siding and
the 'A' roof with asphalt shingles. The major portion of
| +he house and all the dormers have 6/6 sash while the

| first story of the kitchen has L4/4 sash. There is a porch
onn the north side of the main part and the south side of
the kitchen wing.

"The house has a stairway in every room, and at one
time had a fireplace 1in every room downstairs. It still
has one fireplace with the original paneling over the man-
te]l and across the wall. We still have the original floors
in every room but the kitchen.”™ From a letter from Mrs.

| ¢. Fdwin Howard dated May 28, 1975.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house 1is in a good state of preservation and
ranks with the Neck District houses.

"Mr. Thomas Wrightson married Elizabeth Spedden and
they owned the farm from 1845-1468. They had two sons,
but both died very young, so when Mr. and Mrs. Wrightson
died they left the farm to their nephew, Wrightson Spedden.

Wrightson Spedden and his wife owned the farm from
1868-1897. They had seven children--two are still living.
Franklin Spedden (the one you met) and Adelaide Shenk,

Mr. Wrightson Spedden died in 1897 and his wife sold the
property on (May 29, 1897 at public sale at the storehouse
of Seward and Wheatley, at Hudson, unto Thomas J. Seward,
he being the highest bidder, for the sum of two thousand
seven hundred and sixty five dollars.)

It stayed in the Seward family until 1929, when my
husband's Mother and Father, Eva Spedden and George H.
Howard, bought it so then it came back into the family
again. Now we (George Edwin Howard and Carolyn S. Howard)
own the property, so it is still in the family." From
a letter from Mrs. G. Edwin Howard dated May 28, 1975.
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Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant
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| Shaw House, 21 State Circle
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