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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Monsieur's Folly is one of the larger houses of the
neck district. It is located on LeCompte Creek. It is a
two and one-half story frame structure, two bays deep, with
|  a two story wing. Both portions of the house are three bays
long but the entrance door is in the larger part.

On the first floor are, from west to east, two windows,
| the door, and then three more windows. On the second floor

there are three windows in each part. There is no sepeyra-
tion in the facade; the beaded clapboard runs uninterupted
throughout the facade. The front door has sidelights and
transom and it probably had a porch originally.

The windows on the first floor have 2/2 sash and paneled
shutters. The windows on the second floor have 6/6 sash
and paneled shutters. The shutters are of 20th century date.
Both sections have a wood shingle roof stained spanish brown.
On the larger portion are two dormers with "A" roofs.

The most outstanding feature is the chimney on the west
gable. 8ince the building is two rooms deep, 1t has fire-
places in each of the first and second story rooms, but un-
like the usual arrangement, with two vertical stacks, the
two stacks join at the second floor and continue 1n one stack
This junciure is supported by a large semicircular arch be-
tween the two stacks. A comparable chimney exists on the
Hallie Seward House.(D-79)

On the gable, flanking the chimney are two 6/6 sash
windows. A one story screened porch stretches across the
creek side of the larger portion of the house. Behind the
lower wing of the house, set at right angles thereto 1s a
2-story hyphen connected to a one story kitchen. The chim-
ney, which formerly stood on the north gable has been re-
moved and replaced with a series of windows. On the east
side of the kitchen is an enclosed porch and on the east
gable of the house is a block pump and furnace house.

The floor plan is like the typical town house, contain-
ing a stair hall with two parlors on one side. On the other
side is a large dining room. The latter room, from evidence
in the foundation and roof, was the original house and pro-
bably was a hall and parlor house of eighteenth century
date. Behind the dining room is a corridor with stair and
laundry room and the kitchen. The majority of the woodwork
is original to the period of about 1820-350.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, Monsieur's Folly is one of the most
significant farmhouses of the late Federal period. 1Its
chimney is outstanding and probably remains because of
the footing which is composed of the vein of stone which
runs north - south in the upper part of the county. It
is also one of the largest frame buildings of the period
in the county. Archeologically, more information can be
gathered concerning the construction of the wing, but this
would require a more thorough investigation of the build-
ing as well as the records.

The property was patented in the 1660's and adjoins
the early patented lands of Anthony LeCompte.
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NAME AND TITULE:

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant -
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Maryland Historical Trust Ma 1C
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