D-52
Windemere
Rt. 343, .7 Mi. E. of Castle Haven Road
Cambridge, Maryland
Circa 1820, with additions

Windemere is an estate made of bits and pieces, the whole of which is greater
than the sum of its parts. One section of the present rambling Windemere house
is an early vernacular house; originally known as Polly Critchett's House, it
stood on Taylor's Island, but was moved onto this site, remodeled, and enlarged
by the late Senator George Ratcliffe. Much original panelling wtill decorates
the old rooms (a pilastered mantel, denticulated cornices, etc.), but the floor
plan was altered to fit the expansive social needs of a prominent politician.

See:

Footner, Hulbert
1944 Rivers of the Eastern Shore, p. 166.
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CONDITION

| One section of Windemere is an early 19th century
vernacular structure which was originally on Taylor's Island
| and known as Polly Critchett's house. The house was moved
onto the Spocot farm by Senator George Radcliffe, and was
remodeled and enlarged. Since this survey is mostly concer-
ned with the earlier structures, the oldest portion will
' be described.
T+ was like several houses of Western Dorchester County,
| being a three bay long, two story frame structure built in
the first quarter of the 19th century. The interlor fire-
| place wall is like the Brooks Farm, Rubye Brooks House,
and Patrick's Discovery, being composed of a double door cab-
inet with single door cabinet adjoining. The mantel has
i paneled pilasters and panels beneath the shelf and panel-
ing above the mantel. On the opposite side of the fireplace
is a stair and closet. The whole composition has a dental
cornice.

What was originally two rooms, is now one large room
with a wide expanse of glass overlooking the creek.

On the property is the one room school which was built

at Lloyds around 1860 by John Anthony LeCompte Radcliffe.
Tt!'s a handsome Italianate, board and batten structure with

bold bracket cornice.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE '

Windemere is important not only because 1t has two
early structures on the property, but also because 1t was
the home of the late Senator George Radcliffe.
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| Laskowski Papers, 1955, p. 345

Wilson, Everett, Maryland's Colonial Mansions, A.S.
Barnes, 1965, p. %1.

| Maryland, A Guide to the 0ld Line State, Oxford University
Press, New vYork, 19471, p. LO4L.
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