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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET
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Elsing

AND/OR HISTORIC:

0ld House on Church Creek
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CONDITION ‘ Excellent EJ Good Fair Deteriorated Ruins -Unexposed _
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| ] Altered Uncitered Moved (X Originol Sit:

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Along one of the small coves of Church Creek stands
o2 house called Elsing, formerly known as 0ld House on
Church Creek. It is a six bay long structure composed of
one third brick and the other two thirds of frame. Along
its steeply pitched roof are four dormers and onto the
back of the brick portion a recent addition was constructed.
+ The earliest portion of the house 1s the brick west
end. It is two bays long and two deep and has been stuccoed
| to deter the deterioration of the brick. In its gable are
two small windows and a belt course at floor level. From
the apex of the steep roof rises a tall chimney. Its |
facade now has two windows but it originally had a door
and window like its back wall. There apparently was glazed
Flemish bond brickwork on this side, although the stucco
now conceals it. TIts floor plan now consists of two rooms
with diagonal fireplaces and a vertical board partition
- eimilar to the second story partitions in Carthegens.
Wwhen the recent restoration was belng undertaken, floor
tiles were found beneath the wood framed floor which are
similar in size and appearance to Trinity Church floor.
These tiles were either the original floors or the hearth(s.).
In all likelyhood, the building was constructed around
1700 as a single room with very large fireplace and was
1ater remodeled, probably when the extensions were con-

structed.
The wing consists of a stair hall and living room

and a kitchen wing which is now a den. From evidence 1in

the sttic and the bedroom floor, the den was originally
narrower and lower, similar to most kitchen wings 1in the
county. A large brick chimney serves the fireplace 1n

both living room and den. Most of the woodwork through-

out the house appears to date from the time the house
received its extension. The one exception may be the panel-
ing between the two smaller rooms of thebrick part.
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Abar iginal

Prehistoric

Historic

Agriculture
Bl Architecture
Art

Commerce

Communications

Conservation

Educotion Political Urban Planning
Engineering 0F] Religion/Phi- Other (Specity)
Indus try losophy L

[l Inventian "] Science _
Londscope Sculpture . _

Architecture Sacial/Human- — _

Literature ‘tarian
Military Theater
Music Transportatian

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house is a very handsome and well maintained
structure. It is at least as early as the second quarter
of the 18th century with the wing being added around 1800.
Possibly the brick section dates back into the 17th century
in which case it is the earliest house thus far located

-]

Because of the scarcity of early

dwellings in Dorset, this house is one of the most impor-

Elsing was patented to James Busick in 1671, James
Busick mentioned in his will of *749 that the property on
which Trinity Church was built was indeed theirs for as
long, as it is used for religious purposes.
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“] Forman, H. C., Early Manor and Plantation Houses of

Maryland, 934, p. 70,
Laskowski Papers, 1955, p. 213.

Maryland, A Guide to the 0ld Line State, Oxford University
| Press, New York, 1947,

_______ = an PRI ETTHEFFRAETNN TRy .- . . . ..‘.........-...-'1.1..l_.-1!!+J---rrr--l-r'—--v_ e e e T PR ey T —

10. GEOGRAPHICALDATA =~ /7 & 77 e

-------

L g - . - = L, L T ITr. I o __ . -*--“‘u_“*—.‘ I L L her e
LATITUOE ANO LONGITUOE COOROINATES 1 ] LATITUOE AND LONGITUOE COOROINATES

OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 1 0 OEFINING THE CENTER PQINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

—

e

*GOHNERI LATITUDE | LONGITUDE LATITUOE f LONGITUOE

" -
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW o ’ » O ’ ~ O ’ - o ’ »

NE Q t - O t ~ |

SE O v » O t »

B Sw o ’ » o ’ » _ j

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROFPERTY:

P - L L - _—

?Acreage Justification:

i District 9, Map 51, p. 105
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NAME AND TITLE:

- Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant

ORGANIZATION IDATE

Maryland Historical Trust

STREET ANO NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: ETATE

L Maryland 214071

'JGState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National State Local
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Signature
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