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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if lnown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

White Hall is a seven bay long stuccoed brick dwelling
with a pedimented portico across the three central bays.

The central entrance has a modern millwork architrave and
the portico has square columns supporting an unadorned
friere and a vast pediment with lunette window. The latter
was installed since 71934, when a photo was published in
Early Manor and Plantation Houses of Maryland by H. Chandlee
Forman. On each end of the structure is a allystuccoed
chimney with vaulted hood. Behind the central bay of the
house is another chimney. On the southeast side is a two
story wing and behind the central portion is another portion
of the house.

- Both stories have windows with 9/6 sash and louvered
shutters. There 1is no beltcourse.

Originally, when the house was built, 1t was a three
bay long dwelling with side entrance, similar to but smaller
than, Indian Purchase. Like the latter it had a gable fac-
ade. The wings appear to have been added in the latter part
of the nineteenth century.

The interior of the original part consisted of a side
stair hall and a parlor, with another wing. On both sides
were added one large room. Between the stair hall and parlor
and the parlor and dining later arches were built to replace
the earlier doors. Un-preceédented in a house of such so-
phistication is the fact that the interior walls of the two
wings are exposed painted brick. The stair, mantel, and
some of the trim are very @good-examples of the Federal style.

The house stands on a well-groomed slope of ground
which extends eastward toward the waters of White Hall Creek.
One tomb stone survives in the basement bearing the name of
"Susan F. (Nicholson), wife of Jacob C. Nicholson who de-
parted this life Aug. 10, 1858, Aged 54 years 2 mos."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Besides being one of the outstanding Federal period |
buildings, white Hall also boasts important personages
who lived there. l

“On Jan. 1, 1817 Anne Bassett Bayard sold the property
to Deverux Travers, a Doctor of Medicine of Dorchester
County, Dr. Travers was the son of Levin Travers of Dor-
chester County and was born in 1762. He graduated at
Edinburgh University, Scotland, after which he received
a commission as Surgeon in the English Army. He served
four years in the 17th Highland Scotch Regiment in the
Napoleonic Wars. Returning to Maryland he married Henri-
etta Hayward and settled at his estate, White Hall.

In 1878 the property was purchased by Mr. Wm, J.
Holland who took an active interest in local politics.
After this it was so0ld several times and in the early
1900's was owned by Mr. Edward S. Phillips who was not
only active in politics, but who was at one time Sheriff
of Dorchester. In 1932 White Hall was purchased by Mr.
and Mrs. Cunningham, of Chicage, Il1ll. Mr. Cunningham was
Sales Promotion Manager of the Standard 0il Co., resigning

in 1936 to become Vice-Pres. of the L.aSalle Extension
University of Chicago.”
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Forman, H. Chandlee, Early Manor and Plantation Houses
of Maryland, Easton, Maryland, 1931,

Laskowski Papers, 1955, p. 3%28-329,
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NAME ANO TITLE:

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant

ORGANIZATION 10"75

Maryland Historical Trust

STREET ANO NUMBER:

| _Shaw House, 21 State Circle
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(Office Use Only)
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significance of this property is:
State

Local

National
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