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Name of Property: Bond P r o p e r t y Tobacco Barn # 2 
Locat ion: Steer Horn Neck Road; Greenwell State Park (38.36775, -76.53401) 

According to an April 6, 2012 letter from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Bond 

Property Tobacco Barn #2 sustained severe damage during Hurricane Irene in the Fall of 2011. As of 

April 2012 the building was in ruins, which were expected to be removed in the near future. 

Prepared by: Jonathan Sager Date: May 11, 2012 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This early twentieth century tobacco barn features a silhouette familiar to all of 
lower southern Maryland: that of a gable-roofed structure with a shed addition 
to one of the longitudinal sides and the roof on that side of the barn breaking 
and changing pitch slightly at the original eave line and continuing at a less 
steep angle to the edge of the shed's eave. 

This barn is of fraae construction, sheathed in vertical plank siding with pairs 
of these planks joined by butterfly hinges on the west side of the building to 
create louvres to ventilate the tobacco hanging inside. Several of the planks 
particularly on the north gable end are missing or badly need replacing. 

On the east and west walls of the structure the interior framing is characterized 
by nine posts each. Most are round logs stripped and resting on blocks of hardwood 
acting as a base rather than sunk directly into the ground. Exceptions are the 
squared posts found framing the west facade doorway. This is a double door, the 
doors themselves also comprised of vertical planks with three butterfly hinges 
each. Several blocks which the posts are mounted on have been replaced over the 
years by concrete blocks; namely (reading from southwest corner to northwest 
on the west facade) posts 4, 8 and 9; and (from southeast to northeast on the ^ 
east facade), posts 1, 3, 4 and 9; on the north and south facades, the two posts \ 
on either side of the respective doorways are resting on concrete blocks. 

On the south facade is a double doorway similar to that on the west facade. On 
the north and east facades double doors have been removed. A shed addition was 
constructed probably not long after the original barn along the entire length of 
the east facade; it is sheathed on its north and south faces with vertical planking 
but is open to the air along the east side where it has 8 posts supports 
along its outer edge, one of which is now missing apparently to no ill effect. 
All of the nine posts along the east wall of the original barn are stripped logs. 

This barn displays an unusual interior network of poles to accomplish its function. 
The system of central posts whadi descend from the joining of the rafters are 
braced by two 3' diagonal struts mounted from either side with the vertical pole 
ends and resting on the ground. 
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This tobacco barn is an important complement to other structures in the area, 
especially the tripartite agrarian complex which includes the log barn (SM 2k5) 
which is thought to be the oldest log barn in the county. The fact that the log 
barn predate* this tobacco barn, and both remain in continuous use, stresses again 
the importance of the tobacco industry to the area. 

These barns, plus another modern one on the Bond property behind the log barn, 
constitute in the context of parkland, an easily accessible and apt demonstration 
of the tobacco growing and curing process. 
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El len Coxe, H i s to r i c Si tes 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trust 
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21 State C i rc le 
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Annapolis 
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79 

TELEPHONE 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Bond Tobacco Barn (#2) 
Greenwell State Park 
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