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Raley *Outbuilding 19th C.
Mechanicsville
Private

This small, onr story frame building was
probably built to serve as the kitchen for the
antebellum main house that once stood nearby,

It consisted of one room downstairs, and another
upstairs, to which a ladder ascended on the out-
side gable end, there being no stairs.inside.
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HISTORIC RALEY FRAME KITCHEN

AND/OR COMMON

.[PALOCATION porth side of old Rt. § at its jct. with Chaptico-

STREET & NUMBER Mechanicsville Rd.
CITY, TOWN Mechanicswuille CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
— VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Md. St. Mary’'s
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC —OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—BUILDING(S) X pRIvATE X _uNOCCUPIED —_COMMERCIAL _PARK
X _sTRuCTURE _-BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
- —SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT ——SCIENTIFIC
— BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY Xotribandonned
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Thomas A. Raley

Telephone #:301-884-3380
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CITY. TOWN sTaTE, zip code
Mechanicsville —___ VICINITY OF Md.
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DESCRIPTION
: CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
i —EXCELLENT XDETERIORATED XUNALTERED ,&)RIGINAL SITE
i —GO0D _-RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
} __FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small frame building stands east of the present
farm house with its facade oriented toward the south, in
the direction of old Rt. 5. The facade is one bay in length,
and the building is one bay in width, It is unpainted, with
weatherboards overlapping the frame. A brick chimney, in derelict
condition, ascends the west gable end. The rear length has no
opening,

The interior has one room warmed by a large firebox.,
There are no steps that lead to the loft above., Entrance to
that agea is obtained through an opening in the upper eastern

en

gable on the outside., Presumably a ladder was used. The interior

was devoid of any decorative motifs, and was strictly utilitarian.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC
X1800~1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—INVENTION
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—RELIGION
__SCIENCE
__SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
__TRANSPORTATION
_JDTHER (SPECIFY)

Black History

" SPECIFIC DATESznd quarter of 19th C. BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to local oral informants, this building was

known as a "slave cabin" in the community. However, it was

more probably built as a kitchen to serve the original

main house (that has since burned). The upstairs may have

served as a sleeping chamber for cook and family, though

it is more 1likely that the Steps would have been incorporated

inside the structure had it been their principal residence,

It is more likely that the upper chamber was used as a stoarage

room,

The framing members are fastened by machine cut nails of

the post-1820's variety , daing the building to no earlier

than the 2nd quarter of the 19th century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

ELJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE « COUNTY
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

George W. McDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION . . . . DATE
Md. Commission on Afro-American History and Culture

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
20 Dean 5t. :

CiTY OR TOWN . STATE
Annapolis, mMd.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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