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This two-story. “L"-shaped frame house was probably built by—Maertin

4 t = by Judge Mark
Chunn who married Elizabeth Burrage.

The main block is three bays in length at the main facade with a
three-bay rear wing. The bracketed cornice of the main block extends onto
the rear wing and has gable returns. At each end of the main block and

the end of the wing stand single exterior chimneys. An originally detached
one-story frame kitchen with large chimneys has been connected to the
main block by a one-story frame hyphen.
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

C OMMON:

sirch Hangep e s

AND/OR HISTORIC:
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[2. LOCATION

STREET ANC NUMBER:

Road, tMa one half

|__On West side of 013 Baptist Church
“W1ITe6"South of Maryland Route¥ 5

Mechanicsville
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a 3t, Mary's i
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Leonardtown Maryland <
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DATE OF SURVEY: Federat [ State ] County [} Local [ p
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7. DESCRIPTION

(Che.ck O;ie)
CONDITION :
Excellent [ Gaod [] Fair ] Deteriarated {] Ruins {] Unexposed (]
INTEGRIT (Check One) (Check One)
Y Altered m Unaltered.". Eﬁ . Moved [ Original Site X

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main house built about 1817~-18 by Martin Burrage was
was renovated by Judge Chunn just prior to his marriage to
Anne Matilde Dent in 1850, ’ ‘ S

The 0l4 corn house and the present kitchen have the same
dimensions as those listed in the 1798 U,S, Tax Records for
Birch Hanger, The kitchen which has a large walk in fire
place with two old cranes in it origionally stood separate
from the main house, Behind the walls of the curtain connectw
ing the two structures are painted outside clap board walls,
Portions of this area are brick nogged,

The present owners have, in the restoratiom of the old
house, used appropriate materials such as old random width
pine floors, antiqué locks etoc. of the period,

The cemetd&ry is located on a hill at the end of the garden
to the West of she house, The known graves have been registere
ed with the St, Mary® County Historical Society,

An interesting o0ld chesnut log cabin has also been care-
fully restored, It is the only remaining one of the many
early cabins known to have been on the property.

An effort has been made to reproduce the gardens of the
period using all of the historic old roses found on the
place as well as native trees and shrubs,
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FICANCE
PERIOD (Check One ar Mare as Appropriate)
Pre-Calumbian 7] 16th Century [ ] 18th Century X} 20th Century []
15th Century O 17th Century Y 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One ar More as Appropriate)
Paliticol
Religian/Phi-

Abariginal Education Urban Planning O

Other (Specify) X

Early Land Grant

Prehistaric Engineering

Histaric Industry losaphy

Science

O
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Sculpture O
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Agriculture Inventian

Art

Landscope

Cammerce Architecture Sacial/Human-

Cammunicatians Literature itarian

o0o0OMOo0O

Canservatian Military Theater

Qoo 0O0oo

Music Tronspartation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The origional home site and largest portion remaining
intact of an early Land Grant, -

A tract of 664 acres granted by Charles Calvert April
20, 1672 to Benjamin Solly, Gent, to complete the thousand
sixty four acres due him was named Birch Hanger. ( Hanger
taking the o0ld English meaning of "wooded declivity")

The origional parchment signed by Charles Calvert is in
the present owners possession and a typewritten copy 18 en~
closed, '

It is assumed that Benjamin Solly died becaunse he de-
faulted in his semi annual payments and the Patent went to
Clement Spaulding who held it for a short time.

Benjeamin Solly's heirs recovered the property through
court action and then frittered away most of the Birch
Hanger holdings as Tax Records show, The parcel of land
lef{ was Jjust over two hundred acres when it was.acquired
by Martin Burrage shortly after 18004.

" Martin Burrage was apparently & man of some means acce
ording to his will, probated in St. Mary's County May 20,
1821, leaving Birch Hanger, all of his slaves, silver etc,
to his wife Elizabeth,

Mark Chunn married the Burrage daughter who was also
named Elizabeth and they acquired Birch Hanger upon the
deathof her mother,

In 1855 Mark Chunn bought one hundred acres of the ori-
gional grant bringing Birch Hanger up to 313 acrses more or
less, ( Liber JTB2 Polio 67 St, Mary's Co.d

After the death of his first wife Elizabeth, Judge Chunn
married Anne Matilda Dent of Charles County. In 1870 he
bought the inheritance rights from the children of his
first marriage (Liber JAC 5 Polio 215 St, Mary's Co.) and
upon his death Birch Hanger went to Annie Dent Chunn,

She married a Prof, Wingate and Birch Hanger became a
private school for boys "Prof, Wingate's School for Boys"
or "Birch Hanger College™ in 1872 and continued &8 a school
until shortly before Wingates death in 1907,

lirs Wingate s30ld Birch Hanger in 1912 (Liber EBA 10 Polio
339) and after passing through several hands it was acquired
by the present owners, (Liber CBG 30 Folio 451 St. Mary's

County)
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10. GEDGRAPHICAL DATA MECHANIC/VILLE RVAD
LATITUOE ANO LONGITUOE COOROINATES 0 LATITUOE ANO LONGITUOE COOROINATES
OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUOE LONGITUOE LATITUOE LONGITUOE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Secornds
NW o ' » o . ” [¢] * . o . "
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L1ST ALL STATES ANB COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIES
STATE: ' COOE | COUNTY COOE
STATE: CooE | couNTY: COOE
*
STATE+ COOE | COUNTY: COOE
STATE: . ' COOE | COUNTY: COOE

EORM PREPARED BY ' '

NAME ANO TITLE: %—WW\— W
Col. Thurston H, Baxter

ORGANIZATION

St. Mary's Co. Historical Society

OATE

27 Dec. '69

STREET AND NUMBER:

.Birch Hanger

CITY OR TOWN:

Hecha.nicsville

STATE COOE

Marylend

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this propert;l for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

- -

National State Local [7]

Name

Title

Pate

.1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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